THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, OCTOBER
27, 2025.

A regular meeting of the City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on October 27, 2025 at 6:00
p.m. at Gering City Hall, 1025 P Street, Gering, NE. Present were Mayor Ewing and Councilmembers Shields,
Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman, Morrison, Jackson. Also present were City Administrator Pat Heath, City Clerk
Kathy Welfl, and City Attorney Jim Ellison, Absent was Councilmember O'Neal. Notice of the meeting was given
in advance by publication in the Star-Herald, the designated method of giving notice. All proceedings hereafter were
taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Ewing called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and stated that a quorum of the Council was present and City
business could be conducted.

1. Recital of the Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer

2. RollCall

3. Excuse Councit Member absence

Motion by Councilmember Morrison to approve the absence of Councilmember Jackson from the
October 13, 2025 regular City Council meeting. Second by Councilmember Wiedeman. There was
no discussion. Mayor Ewing called for the vote. “AYES”: Shields, Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman,
Morrison. “NAYS”: Jackson. Abstaining: None. Absent: O’Neal. Motion carried.

OPEN MEETINGS ACT - NEB.REV.STAT. CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14

Mayor Ewing stated: As required by State Law, public bodies shall make available at least one current copy of the
Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room. Agenda items may be moved up or down on the agenda at the
discretion of the Mayor. As required by State Law, additions may not be made to this agenda less than 24 hours

before the beginning of the meeting unless they are considered under this section of the agenda and the Council
determines that the matter requires emergency action.

CONSENT AGENDA:

(Items under the Consent Agenda are proposed for adoption by one action for all items unless any member of
Council requests that an item be considered separately.)

1. Approve minutes of the October 13, 2025 Regular City Council meeting

2. Approve Claims

Claims 10/14/25 — 10/27/25

ACE HARDWARE $436.10, ACUSHNET COMPANY $95.14, ADIDAS AMERICA, INC $60.00, ALAN MUNOZ $75.00, ALTEC
INDUSTRIES, INC. $3,541.75, AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES $6,350.11, AMERICAN ASSOCATION OF POLICE
POLYGRAPHISTS $125.00, AT&T MOBILITY $1,662.48, B & C STEEL $2,945.52, BENZEL PEST CONTROL $221.71, BIG
MACK HEATING & COOLING $9,217.00, BLACK HILLS ENERGY $1,174.40, BLUFFS FACILITY SOLUTIONS $932.28,
BORDER STATES INDUSTRIES, INC $24,133.97, BRENDA STRAUB $37.50, BRIAN EADS $145.00, CALLAWAY GOLF
COMPANY $828.50, CENGAGE LEARNING/GAGE $21.44, CITY OF GERING $543.90, CITY OF SCOTTSBLUFF $4,000.00,
COBRA PUMA GOLF, INC. $180.47, COLUMN SOFTWARE, PBC $449.41, CONNECTING POINT $276.35, CONNER
PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES $3,125.00, CONTRACTORS MATERIALS, INC. $148.50, COP SMART $540.00, CRESCENT
ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. $998.87, CROELL, INC $5,005.00, DEMCO, INC $87.43, DITCH WITCH UNDERCON $172.67,
DOOLEY OIL $270.27, DUTTON-LAINSON COMPANY $4,306.11, EAKES INC $87.98, ECOLAB $263.60, ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE SOLUTIONS, LLC $1,650.00, ESRI $1,750.00, EUROFINS ENVIRONMENTAL TESTING NORTH CENTRAL,
LLC $1,686.00, FASTENAL COMPANY $475.67, FAT BOYS TIRE & AUTO $86.52, FEDEX $269.33, FERGUSON SIGNS
$250.00, FIRST NATIONAL BANK OMAHA - POLICE $584.00, FLOYD'S TRUCK CENTER, INC. $48.36, FRANK PARTS
COMPANY $1,259.00, FRESH FOODS INC. $524.15, FYR-TEK, INC. $297.08, GARRETT TIRES & TREADS $2,219.47,
GERING VALLEY PLUMBING & HTG., INC. $432.00, GERING VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. $334.00, HAWKINS & COMPANY
$69,660.90, HAWKINS, INC. $5,222.97, HDR ENGINEERING, INC. $6,155.28, HEALTHBREAK, INC. $625.00, HOLIDAY INN
KEARNEY $235.90, HOMETOWN LEASING $157.23, IDEAL LAUNDRY AND CLEANERS, INC. $762.10, INGRAM LIBRARY
SERVICES $87.53, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $62,908.44, INTERNATIONAL INST OF MUNCIPAL $330.00, IRBY
TOOL & SAFETY $529.44, ITRON, INC. $13,515.06, JC GOLF ACCESSORIES $409.25, JEROLD E HIGEL $4,162.59, JOHN
HANCOCK USA $18,530.92, JOHN HANCOCK USA FIRE $1,075.74, JOHN HANCOCK USA POLICE $11,465.85, JOHN
LABREC $258.02, JOHNSON CASHWAY CO. $39.87, JOHNSON SERVICES $42,500.00, JULIET KELLER $24.20, KEN
FRITZGERALD $75.00, KRISTEN MASSIE $240.00, LAWSON PRODUCTS $91.44, LEGACY COOPERATIVE $9,221.10,




LINCOLN MARRIOTT CORNHUSKER $169.00, LOGOZ LLC $90.00, MACQUEEN EQUIPMENT, LLC $1,389.62, MARK
CHRISMAN TRUCKING $84,398.40, MATT HOLCOMB $145.00, MATTY B'S HVAC $100.00, MB KEM OVERHEAD DOORS
$284.33, MENARDS $2,253.27, MONICA DE LOS SANTOS $75.00, MOTOR FUELS DIVISION $2,237.00, MUNICIPAL
ENERGY AGENCY OF NE $402,170.66, NC CHILD SUPPORT CENTRALIZED COLLECTIONS $104.58, NEBRASKA CHILD
SUPPORT PAYMENT CENTE $714.93, NEBRASKA DEPT OF REVENUE $685.85, NEBRASKA DEPT. OF REVENUE
$74,015.58, NEBRASKA PUBLIC HEALTH ENVIRO LAB $630.00, NEBRASKA RURAL WATER ASSOC. $2,600.00,
NEBRASKALAND MAGAZINE $400.00, NKC TIRE $479.06, NMC INCORPORATED $3,095.46, O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE
STORE $37.77, PANHANDLE HUMANE SOCIETY $3,168.50, PATTLEN ENTERPRISES, INC $2,053.19, PAUL REED
$3,597.78, PAUL REED CONSTRUCTION & SUPP $882.62, PEACEFUL PRAIRIE NURSERY, INC. $1,569.10, PLATTE
VALLEY BANK $39,260.00, PT HOSE AND BEARING $128.30, PVB VISA $28,754.35, REGIONAL CARE INC. $25,207.51,
RESCO $62,213.48, RIVERSTONE BANK $628.75, ROBERT GLEIM $252.00, RON'S TOWING & RECOVERY, LLC
$1,125.00, RVW INC $1,231.00, SANDBERG IMPLEMENT, INC. $212.58, SARGENT DRILLING CO. $8,552.50, SCB
COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS $40.00, SCB. COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE $316.23, SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY
COURT $186.00, SCS ENGINEERS $7,768.44, SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER $1,500.00, SIMMONS OLSEN LAW FIRM, P.C.
$2,175.00, SIMON CONTRACTORS $7,442.61, TAYLOR MADE GOLF COMPANY $394.44, TEAM CHEVROLET $2,156.34,
TECHNOLOGY INSPECTIONS $3,555.00, TERESA TOSH $39,620.50, TERRY CARPENTER, INC. $650.00, THOMPSON
GLASS, INC. $140.00, TROY & LISA WEBORG $80,084.54, TYLER TECHNOLOGIES $870.00, UNANIMOUS, INC. $30.00,
UTILITY BILL REFUNDS $415.28, VALLEY AUTO LOCATORS LLC $1,413.85, WJ R INC. $1,920.00, WESCO RECEIVABLES
CORP. $9,977.35, WESTERN COOPERATIVE COMPANY $7,972.67, WESTERN NEBRASKA TOURISM COALI $540.00,
WYOMING FIRST AID & SAFETY $139.26, Total $1,256,836.55

Motion by Councilmember Wiedeman to approve the Consent Agenda. Second by Councilmember
Gillen. There was no discussion. Mayor Ewing called for the vote. “AYES”: Shields, Gillen, Frye,
Kinsey, Wiedeman, Morrison, Jackson. “NAYS”: None. Abstaining: None. Absent: O’Neal. Motion
carried.

ORDINANCES:

1. Consider third reading and passage of Ordinance No. 2168 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE CITY OF GERING,
NEBRASKA; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF

Administrator Heath stated that the City received a petition (included in the packet) from property owners in the
vicinity of one of the areas that could be affected by changes to the Comprehensive Plan. While there are provisions
for protesting zone changes within City Code and State Statute, the ordinances under consideration are not zone
changes. The petition requested that the Council change voting requirements for tonight's ordinances. There are
no protest provisions in State Statute or City Code regarding the passage of these types of ordinances. The City
cannot legally change the number of votes required to pass these ordinances. In the past, submissions of this type
have been treated as staff would treat a letter of support or a letter of opposition. Staff has included this petition as
a letter of opposition in the Council packet.

Councilmember Morrison made a motion move the third reading of Ordinance No. 2168 — AN
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA AMENDING THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. Seconded by
Councilmember Jackson.

Discussion: Councilmember Shields asked if this was the ordinance talked about at the last meeting for the “super
vote". Clerk Welfl replied that this ordinance was in regard to the Comp Plan. Councnmember Wiedeman added,
it's the change of the Comp Plan for the commercial nodes.

Mayor Ewing called for the vote. “AYES”: Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Morrison, Jackson. “NAYS”:
Shields, Wiedeman. Abstaining: None. Absent: O’Neal. Motion carried.



Councilmember Shields moved that the Ordinance be designated as Ordinance No. 2168 and the

title thereof approved, and that the ordinance be passed as read, which motion was seconded by
Counciimember Gillen.

Discussion: Councilmember Shields asked if she needed to vote “no” to moving the motion since she voted no.
Clerk Welfl replied that Councilmember Shields did not have to agree to move the motion if she didn’t want to.

Counciimember Shields then rescinded her motion. Councilmember Gillen agreed to move the designation and
approval of Ordinance 2168.

Councilmember Gillen moved that the Ordinance be designated as Ordinance No. 2168 and the title
thereof approved, and that the ordinance be passed as read, which motion was seconded by
Councilmember Frye. Mayor Ewing called for the vote. “AYES”: Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Morrison,
Jackson. “NAYS”: Shields, Wiedeman. Abstaining: None. Absent: O’Neal. Motion carried.

2. Consider third reading and passage of Ordinance No. 2169 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA AMENDING SECTION 3.11 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
OF GERING, NEBRASKA; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF

Councilmember Morrison made a motion move the third reading of Ordinance No. 2169 — AN
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA AMENDING SECTION
3.11 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA; REPEALING ALL
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF.
Seconded by Councilmember Jackson.

Discussion: Clerk Welfl clarified that this was the Land Use Table Ordinance.

Mayor Ewing called for the vote. “AYES”: Shields, Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman, Morrison,
Jackson. “NAYS”: None. Abstaining: None. Absent: O’'Neal. Motion carried.

Councilmember Shields moved that the Ordinance be designated as Ordinance No. 2169 and the
title thereof approved, and that the ordinance be passed as read, which motion was seconded by
Councilmember Gillen. There was no discussion. Mayor Ewing called for the vote. “AYES”:
Shields, Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman, Morrison, Jackson. “NAYS”: None. Abstaining: None.
Absent: O'Neal. Motion carried.

3. Consider second reading of Ordinance No. 2171 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF GERING, NEBRASKA AMENDING SECTION 2.2.1.D OF THE CITY OF GERING ZONING ORDINANCE
REGARDING PROTEST REQUIREMENTS OF ZONE CHANGES OF THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA;
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE
HEREOF
Councilmember Gillen made a motion to move the second reading of Ordinance No. 2171 - AN
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA AMENDING SECTION
2.2.1.D OF THE CITY OF GERING ZONING ORDINANCE REGARDING PROTEST REQUIREMENTS
OF ZONE CHANGES OF THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN

CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. Seconded by
Councilmember Frye.

Discussion: Councilmember Wiedeman asked for clarification that this ordinance is to bring this policy in line with
State Statute. Engineer Folck replied, yes.

Mayor Ewing called for the vote. “AYES”: Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman, Morrison, Jackson.
“NAYS”: Shields. Abstaining: None. Absent: O’Neal. Motion carried.



4. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 2172 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA,
AMENDING TITLE VII, TRAFFIC CODE; CHAPTER 76, EMERGENCY SNOW REMOVAL, OF THE CITY OF
GERING CODE OR ORDINANCES; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF

Administrator Heath explained that the City is trying to improve snow clearing on secondary snow routes. Most of
them are around schools but some include connectors between main routes and the schools. This ordinance will
require residents to park on one side of the street. The reason the City wants to do this is because with the
equipment the Street Department has, it's difficult to windrow the snow into the center of the street and then be able
to pick it up with vehicles parked on both sides of the street. There have been incidents where vehicles have gotten
damaged. With the amendment to the ordinance, people will park on one side of the street or the other, depending
on the neighborhood they're in. This is being done with the idea of safety and to help improve traffic during snow
events. Legal recommended the following language be added as well, due to an incident a few years ago:

“During a declared snow emergency, snow removal equipment engaged in the process of snow removal
shall be considered an emergency vehicle. The driver of any other vehicle shall yield the right of way to
snow removal equipment engaged in the process of snow removal.”

The City has to notify Emergency Management of snow emergencies in order for City snow removal
equipment/vehicles to be considered emergency vehicles, which is allowed by State Statute. Administrator Heath
added that the Scotts Bluff County Transit requested that K Street from 5t Street to 12! Street and 12* Street from
K Street to Q Street also be added to the secondary routes.

Street Superintendent, Casey Dahlgrin, pointed out a change in the fine for parking violations. It was $50, legal
recommended raising it to $250 (to help cover the cost of towing). Councilmember Morrison clarified that this is
just for snow emergencies; Mr. Dahlgrin replied, correct. She asked if the City would be letting people know.
Superintendent Dahlgrin replied that this winter will be public education; there will not be any fines on secondary
routes, but there will be for primary routes (as before). There's a process the City follows; Police officers attempt
to contact the owner of a vehicle so it can be moved before any further steps are taken. Staff plan to do door
hangers, put information in the newsletter and on the City's Facebook page. He added that the whole goal is to
clear around the schools. Councilmember Wiedeman added that she also wants to make sure the City gets that
information out. Councilmember Gillen clarified that door hangers will go on all the houses of the secondary routes.
Administrator Heath replied, yes. Public education will be key on this. Mr. Dahlgrin stated it's probably only four or
five times per year that this happens. It was also noted that a snow emergency can be declared with the
accumulation of four inches, not two (as was previously stated in the ordinance). The City starts clearing at two
inches, but doesn’t pick up unless it's four or more.

Councilmember Gillen made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 2172 — AN ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA, AMENDING TITLE VII, TRAFFIC CODE; CHAPTER 76, EMERGENCY
SNOW REMOVAL, OF THE CITY OF GERING CODE OF ORDINANCES; REPEALING ALL
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. Seconded by
Councilmember Frye. There was no discussion. Mayor Ewing called for the vote. “AYES”: Shields,
Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman, Morrison, Jackson. “NAYS”: None. Abstaining: None. Absent:
O’Neal. Motion carried.

Councilmember Kinsey moved that the Ordinance be designated as Ordinance No. 2172 and the
title thereof approved, and that the ordinance be passed as read, which motion was seconded by
Councilmember Wiedeman. There was no discussion. The Clerk called the roll. “AYES”: Shields,
Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman, Morrison, Jackson. “NAYS”: None. Abstaining: None. Absent:
O’Neal. Motion carried.

5. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 2173 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA, TO
AMEND CHAPTER 72, SECTION 72.09 OF THE CITY OF GERING CODE OF ORDINANCES; REPEALING ALL



ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN PAMPLHET FORM; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF

City Engineer, Annie Folck, explained that the City has received some complaints about residents living in RVs
(recreation vehicles) on private property. This has always been illegal through the zoning code; it is not allowable
in the City's Zoning Code for people to live in an RV in residential areas. The problem is, the zoning code is not
very effective for enforcement. There is currently nothing in the City’s Code of Ordinances that addresses people
living in RVs. Staff would like to rectify that so the City's Police Department will have the ability to address people
living in RVs. A proposed ordinance went to the Public Safety Committee where a couple different options were
talked through. One option was to completely ban it altogether (that people cannot stay in an RV on private or
public properties that aren’t zoned for that). The other option was to allow exceptions for out-of-town guests to stay
in an RV for brief periods of time, or kids who want to sleep in an RV for a night, for example (which is much different
than someone moving in permanently). After discussion, the Public Safety Committee recommended that there be
an exception that would allow people to stay in an RV for up to seven days at a time and no more than 14 calendar
days in a year, which should cover all of those types of situations. There was a little debate because allowing those
exceptions makes it more difficult for enforcement for the Police Department. However, staff and the committee
felt that is the best way to allow people to use their own private property in a way they want to, while still recognizing
that it's not appropriate for people to just move in and live in an RV on a permanent basis. The reason there are
concerns about people living in RVs is because typically they'll have extension cords running to them that may not
be safe, they could also be running generators. Additionally, she received a report that someone was dumping
their wastewater onto a lot that ran over into a neighbor's lot. There are definitely some hazards when people live
in them permanently, in addition to the zoning implications of adding that many more families to a single-family

neighborhood. Those are the main reasons the City is looking at prohibiting this and what was agreed upon for
language in the proposed ordinance.

Councilmember Morrison asked, what if someone was remodeling their home and needed to stay in their RV for
three weeks, would that be an exception the City would allow? Engineer Folck replied it would be difficult to make
exceptions based on why they're living there. She thinks two weeks is a pretty reasonable amount of time. As

staff, she wouldn't want to be the one determining whether their reason for living in an RV was valid or not. It would
be easier to have a clearcut time limit.

Councilmember Gillen added for clarification that people can live in an RV in an RV Park or somewhere that's
designated for that use. Engineer Folck replied, correct. He added that he thinks the big concern, in addition to
the things Engineer Folck mentioned, is he has seen a few instances where the pop ups were out, popping out into
the street. It can be a little dangerous getting around those RVs in a neighborhood with those out.

Councilmember Morrison made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 2173 — AN ORDINANCE OF
THE CITY OF GERING, NEBRASKA, TO AMEND CHAPTER 72, SECTION 72.09 OF THE CITY OF
GERING CODE OF ORDINANCES; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH;
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN PAMPLHET FORM; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE
HEREOF. Seconded by Councilmember Jackson. There was no discussion. Mayor Ewing called
for the vote. “AYES”: Shields, Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman, Morrison, Jackson. “NAYS”: None.
Abstaining: None. Absent: O’'Neal. Motion carried.

Councilmember Shields moved that the Ordinance be designated as Ordinance No. 2173 and the
title thereof approved, and that the ordinance be passed as read which motion was seconded by
Councilmember Gillen. There was no discussion. The Clerk called the roll. “AYES": Shields, Gillen,
Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman, Morrison, Jackson. “NAYS”: None. Abstaining: None. Absent: O’Neal.
Motion carried.

BIDS/PROPOSALS: None.



CURRENT BUSINESS: None.
PUBLIC HEARINGS: None.

REPORTS:
1. Liaison Report - Gering Library Board, Councilmember Frye

Councilmember Frye reported:
- Library numbers continue to go up in all service areas.
- The library has worked hard to provide fun and educational programs for all ages.
- The Library Foundation has created four subcommittees for fund raising concerning the capital fund raising

campaign. They include grants, marketing, personal touch and capital campaign. Once all renderings are
complete, they will showcase it to the community.

CLOSED SESSION: (Council reserves the right to enter into closed session if deemed necessary.) None.

OPEN COMMENT: Discussion or action by Council regarding unscheduled business will not take place. This
section is for citizen comment only.

Lonnie O'Bryan, 2830 21t Street, Gering, stated that a number of residents in the area of the intersection and the
lot at 2270 Country Club Road, signed a protest because they feel there’s an effort to make it easier for the
ownership of 2270 to change the zoning to commercial. They turned in 22 owners (signatures) that are against
that; they probably could have gotten more but some people weren't home. Every person he approached signed
that they didn’t want it to be commercial. He stated that he realizes it is not really appropriate to stop proposed
ordinances that are already on their second or third reading, but they wanted to make sure it was in the record. A
lot of the people that signed said they thought this was taken care of in the spring with the Planning Commission.
Some of them feel that these actions by the Council were to make it easier to override that decision. He wants to
make sure to get it in the record that these 22 property owners are definitely against it. The list of names and
owners that he got were approximately 42; 22 is over 50% of that. He concluded by saying that hopefully the zoning
doesn’t change yet, just the map and some of the terminology in the ordinance.

Peggy Fegler, 120 Buffalo Circle, Gering, stated they live right across from the driveway into the development that's
going to happen. She considers this spot zoning. If a person googles spot zoning, it's the practice of rezoning a
single parcel of land differently from the surrounding area often to the benefit of one or a few property owners.
There are no commercial properties around it at all. It is the only node that is proposed in the Comprehensive Plan
that is completely surrounded by residents and she doesn't think it's appropriate that it's in the Comprehensive Plan
that way; she did state that when the City had the other meetings. Mr. O’'Bryan called and asked her to do this; she
did not think the protest would work. She didn't think it was valid at this stage of the game. But she did go to almost
every single house west of Five Rocks Road. The houses she didn't go to were a person she knows and a family
friend, and they had visited earlier, also someone who is a client of Katie’s and one more who was out of town.
There was only one person there that did not sign it, and she is a friend of Katie’s. Every other house she went to
in Buffalo Circle and up on Country Club Road signed it. They just said yes, we don't want it. There was one other
person who didn't sign, and that was the saddest because he said that he was afraid the owner or the City Council
would put something in that he considered worse. She said “He doesn't really trust you, the City Council, to look
out for the interests of the citizens of Gering. He thinks you have your own agenda at times.” That's why he wouldn't
sign it because he thinks the Council is going to give him something worse on that corner “if we didn’t agree”. Last
time someone mentioned, regarding the individuals speaking against it in April, that a lot of the people who were
citizens, none of them lived up there. There was an ex-School Board Member, ex-City Council Member, a package
delivery company guy — they were all for it. But she hasn't heard anyone from up there, or if there is, there were
not very many people from Monument Heights and there was no one on Buffalo Circle, that came and spoke for it.
She added that Buffalo Circle is a private road/driveway; she explained why. Buffalo Circle residents are in charge
ofit. They have someone come and take the snow away. She is worried they will have increased traffic. They will
put up a much larger sign saying private driveway. She wants to know, if they have an increase in traffic, if the City



will give tickets to people who drive in there. People might start using it more to somehow get around. She doesn't
think they should be paying for people using it when it's not a public road, and they have to pay to maintain it. Right
now, they only have a couple people every so often doing it, and they really don't care, but it could get to be an
increased amount of people. The other thing is, the last time they were before the Planning Commission, and they
voted on it, one Commissioner changed his vote. She asked him after the meeting why. He said he drove by with

his son one day and asked him what he thought should go there, and he said “Houses Dad, of course.” Mrs. Fegler
added, and that's what should go there.

Monicia Marquez, Program Director for Empowering Families, stated they are a non-profit that seeks to build
community belonging through education, participation and bridge-building. They have been in existence since
2018. Most of their work has been focused on Scottsbluff, but as they've grown as an organization, they now have
three full-time staff. They started as a volunteer organization. They hope to reach more people and create an
impact. They did research a couple of years ago regarding “belonging” in Scotts Bluff County. It surprised them.
Across the board, regardless of race and socio-economic status, folks in Scotts Bluff County have a below average
sense of belonging, especially when it comes to politics. Civic participation is something that is very important to
their organization; they want to make sure they increase that value of the community and make sure that people
feel connected and belong, and that their voice matters. For the last two years she has been doing a curriculum
with students at Reconnect High School; it's called Youth Arise and focuses on civic engagement. They want to
make sure they are knowledgeable, that they go out into the world having a good idea what it is and the responsibility
that comes with it. At the end of the class, they go to Lincoln and visit the Capitol, meet with representatives and
visit colleges along the way; it's a great experience. Reconnect is an alternative school for students who
unfortunately for many reasons may not have thrived in the traditional school environment so they're redirected to
Reconnect. Gering has a version of that called Gering Links. They’ve been in existence for a couple of years. Mr.
Chavez invited her organization in and asked if they would facilitate the class at the Gering Links Program. They've
started it and she has a group of about 12 students that are very dedicated, excited and interested in this class.
She invited the Mayor and Council as representatives of the Gering community to come on November 20 to meet
with these students. They have two class times, 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. She'd like the Mayor and Council to
consider sharing how they got involved in the City Council, other things they've done to give back to their community,
what kind of time commitment is involved and what kinds of things elected officials discuss. The students will have
pre-prepared questions that she can send in advance so they can give thoughtful responses. Empowering Families
is all about trust and connections; they would like to see that between their youth and the Mayor and Council. The
Gering Links Program is just outside the Gering High School in front of the tennis courts.

ADJOURN:

Motion by Councilmember Gillen to adjourn. Second by Councilmember Frye. There was no
discussion. Mayor Ewing called for the vote. “AYES”: Shields, Gillen, Frye, Kinsey, Wiedeman,
Morrison, Jackson. “NAYS”: None. Abstaining: None. Absent: O’Neal. Motion carried.

~~Kent E. Ewing, ﬁayor /

Meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m.
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