
CITY OF GERING 
PLUMBING BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

 
 
THE CITY OF GERING PLUMBING BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 AT 5:15 P.M. IN THE GERING CITY HALL COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, 1025 "P" STREET, GERING, NEBRASKA. 
 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

2. Open Meetings Act - Neb. Rev. Stat. Chapter 84, Article 14 
 
As required by State Law, public bodies shall make available at least one current 
copy of the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room. 

 
3. Approval of the July 21, 2025 Minutes 

 
4. Current Business  

a. Review and consider approval of application for Journeyman Plumber 
License – Jeff Gehrt 

b. Review and consider approval of application for Master Mechanical License – 
Matt Craft 

c. Review work histories and consider final approval for Master Mechanical 
Exempt Licenses 
 Mike Beebe – Big Mack HVAC 
 Roger Rojas Sr.- Oregon Trail Plumbing 
 Joshua Rexus – Black Hills Energy 
 Javier Corona – T & C Air Solutions 

d. Consider approval of limited licensure – Merle Russell 
 

5. City Building Inspector Report (Information only) 
 

6. New Business 
a. Fat, Oil, Grease Program Discussion 

 
7. OPEN COMMENT: Discussion or action by the Plumbing Board regarding 

unscheduled business will not take place.  This section is for citizen comment 
only. 

 
8. Adjourn 

 
 

 
 

 



THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE GERING PLUMBING BOARD MEETING 
July 21, 2025 

A meeting of the City of Gering Plumbing Board was held in open session on July 21, 2025 at 
5:15 p.m. in the Gering City Hall Conference Room, 1025 P Street, Gering, NE.  Present were 
Board Members Mathew Beebe, Jeff Vance, Josh Schlaepfer, Mike Davies. Absent: Lucan 
Palomo.  Also present was Engineer Annie Folck, Administrative Support Specialist Karen Heins 
and Administrative Secretary Carol Martin.   

1. Call to Order
Chairman Beebe called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. and roll call was taken.

2. Open Meetings Act
Chairman Beebe reviewed the Nebraska Revised Statues Chapter 84, Article 14, which
requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Star Herald, the
designated method of giving notice.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in
advance to the Media and Board Members.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the
meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

3. Approval of the May 22, 2025 Minutes

Board Member Schlaepfer moved to approve the minutes from the May 22, 2025 regular
meeting.  It was seconded by Board Member Vance.  On roll call vote, the following voted
"AYE":  Beebe, Vance, Schlaepfer, and Davies.  Absent: Palomo.

4. Current Business

A. Review and consider approval of application for Journeyman Mechanical License –
Johnny Flood

Following a review of the application, Board Member Schlaepfer asked if Johnny Flood
has his Master Plumbing License. Board Member Vance confirmed that Mr. Flood does
hold a Master Plumbing License.

Board Member Schlaepfer moved to approve granting a Journeyman Mechanical
License to Johnny Flood.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Beebe.  On roll call
vote, the following voted "AYE":  Beebe, Vance, Schlaepfer, and Davies.  Absent:
Palomo.

B. Review and consider approval of application for Master Gas Fitter and Master
Mechanical – Chad Keith Miller



Board Member Vance added that Mr. Miller works for Knobel Refrigeration out of North 
Platte, which has been contracted to work for the Amazon project.  He also confirmed 
that the business has provided the required documents to work in Gering including 
certificate of insurance, surety bond and state license. 

Board Member Schlaepfer moved to approve granting a Gas Fitter License and Master 
Mechanical License to Chad Keith Miller.  The motion was seconded by Board Member 
Vance.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Beebe, Vance, Schlaepfer, and 
Davies.  Absent: Palomo.   

C. Review and consider approval of application for Journeyman Plumber – Douglas
Peters

Board Member Vance shared that Mr. Peters recently took and passed the exam and
knowing the Plumbing Board was to meet soon recommended that he complete the
application for submission and review at this meeting.

Board Member Schlaepfer moved to approve granting a Journeyman Plumber License
to Douglas Peters.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Beebe.  On roll call vote,
the following voted "AYE":  Beebe, Vance, Schlaepfer, and Davies.  Absent: Palomo.

D. Consider Mechanical Contractor Business Exemption Applications

Engineer Folck reminded the Board that the recently adopted Ordinance requires all
mechanical businesses to have a Licensed Master Mechanical on staff.  However, many
long-time professionals in the field have decades of experience but may have never
taken or passed the required exam, especially if it wasn’t necessary at the time they
began working. Given these circumstances, the goal is to provide a pathway to
grandfather in these experienced individuals.  As a compromise, each business will be
allowed to designate one employee who will be exempt from the testing requirement—
but not from the experience requirement. This exemption is conditional upon the
submission of documentation verifying the individual's experience, which will then be
kept on file.  Once the exempted individual retires, leaves the company, or otherwise
becomes unavailable, the exemption will no longer apply.  At that point, the business
must comply fully with the Ordinance by either having an employee who has passed the
required exam or by hiring a Licensed Master Mechanical.  This exemption is limited to
one person per business and must be applied for within this current calendar year.

Chairman Beebe asked whether this exemption would allow the current ratio
structure—one licensed mechanical contractor shall supervise no more than two
apprentice mechanical contractor at one time—to remain in effect.

Engineer Folck responded that in some cases, the exemption may be sufficient to meet
the required ratio. However, for other businesses, it may still be necessary for someone



to complete the requirements to become a Licensed Master Mechanical. The individual 
granted the exemption will count as a Master Mechanical for the purposes of 
maintaining the ratio of licensed Master Mechanical to Apprentices, as outlined in the 
Ordinance. 
 
When reviewing Black Hills Energy's staffing structure, it was noted that they are 
currently exceeding the allowed ratio. Even with the exemption for one Master 
Mechanical, the company would still not be in compliance with the ratio requirements. 
 
Engineer Folck added that compliance may depend on which employees are actually 
working within the city limits of Gering, since Black Hills Energy operates across a large 
region. As long as all eight apprentices are not working in Gering at the same time, they 
may still meet the requirements locally. 
 
Board Member Schlaepfer commented that Black Hills Energy no longer performs 
installations. They outsource most of their service work and primarily focus on 
connecting utility services and appliance repairs. He also noted that the company is 
participating in the CAP program, and some of the work they perform may not even 
require permits. Additionally, they do hold a current contractor license in Gering. 
 
It was pointed out that the primary area requiring a Master Mechanical license for Black 
Hills Energy is gas fitting.  And, Black Hills Energy holds significant authority, as improper 
work can result in the gas being shut off.  
 
Following this discussion, the Board reviewed each application independently. The 
person who submitted/signed the application is the person identified for the exemption.   
 
 Mike Beebe – Big Mack HVAC 

Board Member Josh Schlaepfer moved to approve Big Mack HVAC the exemption 
for Master Mechanical to be granted to Mike Beebe.  Board Member Vance 
seconded the motion.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Beebe, Vance, 
Schlaepfer, and Davies.  Absent: Palomo.   
 

 Roger Rojas Sr. – Oregon Trail Plumbing 
Board Member Beebe moved to approve Oregon Trail Plumbing the exemption for 
Master Mechanical to be granted to Roger Rojas Sr.  Board Member Schlaepfer 
seconded the motion.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Beebe, Vance, 
Schlaepfer, and Davies.  Absent: Palomo.   
 

 Joshua Rexus – Black Hills Energy 
Additional discussion took place regarding Black Hills Energy.  Board Member 
Schlaepfer commented that Black Hills Energy likely will not pull permits for much of 
their work, as they are primarily focused on service calls and the CAP program.  
Board Member Beebe questioned whether Aurelio Godina is now acting as the 



project manager.  Board Member Schlaepfer explained that Aurelio Godina moves 
between roles, manages the service line crews, and functions as a sort of technical 
support.  It appears most of the work being performed consists of appliance repairs, 
system top-offs, and related service activities. 
 
Board Member Vance added that he spoke with Todd, who noted he plans to retire 
within the year thus would prefer to give the exemption to another employee.  He is 
hesitant to give it up as when under Source Gas, it was common to do change outs 
but with Black Hills they have moved away from that service.  And if ownership 
would change again in the future, they may wish to resume that scope of work, and 
maintaining that capability is important. 
 
Chairman Beebe clarified that the Black Hills Energy retains its city license for gas 
meter installations and meter relocations.  Board Member Vance responded that 
Black Hills Energy maintains licensing for their current operations, although it’s 
unclear exactly how many licensed gas fitters are on staff. He explained that the 
company does not need to pull permits for their gas work because they are the 
utility provider, and their work is inspected by an outside agency present on-site. 
 
Board Member Vance moved to approve Black Hills Energy the exemption for 
Master Mechanical to be granted to Joshua Rexus.  Board Member Schlaepfer 
seconded the motion.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Beebe, Vance, 
Schlaepfer, and Davies.  Absent: Palomo.   

 
 Javier Corona – T&C Air Solutions 

 
It was commented that T&C Air Solutions might have the best ratio of all.   
 
Board Member Vance moved to approve T&C Air Solutions the exemption for 
Master Mechanical to be granted to Javier Corona.  Board Member Beebe 
seconded the motion.  On roll call vote the following voted "AYE":  Beebe, Vance, 
Schlaepfer, and Davies.  Absent: Palomo.   

 
5. City Building Inspector Report (Information only) 

Board Member Vance did not have any additional information to report.  Engineer Folck 
shared that Karen Heins will also be supporting the Plumbing Board. 

 
6. Open Comment: Discussion or action by the Plumbing Board regarding unscheduled 

business will not take place.  This section is for citizen comment only. 
 
There were no comments. 

 
 
 



7. Adjourn 
Motion to adjourn was made by Board Member Vance and it was seconded by Board 
Member Schlaepfer.  There was no discussion.  On roll call vote, the following voted 
"AYE":  Beebe, Vance, Schlaepfer, and Davies.  Absent: Palomo.   

 
Meeting adjourned at 5:34 p.m.   
 
 
        
 Mathew Beebe, Chairman 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Carol Martin, Administrative Secretary 





















































Date:  Thursday, September 4, 2025; 2:30 p.m. 

Subject: Merle Russell 

Annie Folck:  Can you state your name and position for the record and let us know about 
your experiences with work completed by Merle Russell. We are considering his license at 
the next Plumbing Board Meeting whether we should continue to suspend it or reinstate it. 

Josh Rexus: My name is Josh Rexus and I’m a service specialist at Black Hills Energy.  I 
mentioned I had some notes. At 27 Michaels Street in Terrytown, was the most recent one 
and I did contact Jeff (Vance) about this. He had done an install new furnace and AC and 
the customer complained of gas smell downstairs. So, I went down there and took my 
combustible gas indicator and found readings on one of the gas pipes. As I was tightening 
one, I noticed there were multiple other ones and I believe I found five of them I could turn 
with my hand.  And I don’t believe he used the right gas dope or pipe dope for the install 
because as I turned it, it was cracking and falling. It was almost like something for PVC glue 
instead of gas or pipe dope in general.  So, I fixed all those and then I called Jeff.   

One I do remember from a couple of years ago, it was 1301 East 12th Street.  And I’m not 
sure if this is code or not but he put a ventless gas wall heater in someone’s basement 
bedroom.  So, there’s no way for fresh air to get in; no way for anything to happen. So 
luckily, I went in there; I was there for another reason to work on their floor furnace; and 
was just downstairs looking at stuff and peaked my head in there and saw it.  I 
disconnected it; capped it; gave the customer a red tag saying you shouldn’t do this.  It’s in 
your bedroom; you could not wake up.  

I’ve been to Mr. Russell’s personal house a couple of times for relights because we’d 
disconnect his gas and he had a ventless heater in his living room.  So, I disconnected it.  If 
I see it, I’m going to shut it off because I don’t want to be the last guy that was there and 
saw it and just left it.  On the tag on these ones, it says they’re meant to be in an area where 
fresh air is constantly coming in.  Well, if you’re going to use a heater, you’re not going to 
constantly have your window open in the winter time.  They are mainly used for shops, 
garages, or stuff like that where you can crack a door or window open, where you’re just 
trying to take the chill off.   

I’ve been at Mr. Russell’s shop. There are two furnaces on his shop and they are both 
powered by an extension cord into an outlet.  Code is to have SSU of the fuse and then the 
exhaust on it; the venting size was correct on it but where they T into each other instead of 
Y, where your power-vented, it’s got to be a Y not a T.   



There is one I couldn’t remember the address, but it’s a trailer park in Morrill straight south 
of the Kwik Stop. They were doing a furnace for a little old lady. They sold her a used furnace 
and she said it took them two weeks to do the job, when I myself personally can do one of 
those in a day.  She had called us to come figure out what was wrong with it after they had 
just installed it two weeks ago, there was no gas shut off within the cabinet, there was no 
union so that means they had been turning off the gas meter behind the house, the 
condensation trap coming from the furnace, this particular one, was a clear one, clear tube 
that makes a U shape that is supposed to go down, it was broke. Nothing was hooked up.  
There was no shut off switch within sight in the cabinet at this house. You had to find the 
breaker and in a trailer house it’s usually in the closet at the back of the house.  And pretty 
sure that for code it has to be within sight of the unit.  I know on air conditioners it is.   

A lot of the other stuff I’ve heard is from other techs so it’s probably just hearsay and not 
sure how that will stand in court.  But it’s just a lot of venting about gas issues we have had 
with them.  Constantly being called back on leaks; they’re just not double checking 
themselves.  Like anyone can do an install and get by with it but you can still change gas 
fittings and ventilation is still part of service.  Still something that can hurt somebody.   

Annie:  So, you think you would consider this to be a safety issue? 

Josh:  Yes, very much so. I’m surprised it’s taken this long to be honest or I’m surprised he 
hasn’t hurt anybody yet.  I have a lot of customer complaints about him. There’s other stuff 
I just can’t think of exact date and time or where it was.  

Annie:  That’s ok.   

Josh:  I’ve been doing this for 12 years, and we know who he is.  He’s got a reputation. 
That’s all I can really think of right now.   

Annie:  Alright, we appreciate your time.   

 

 

___________________________________________________ ______________________ 
Signature Date 



ROSS
2302 Frontage Road, Suite 67
Scottsbluff, NE 69361
August 16, 2024

ROSS Project completed 
by Merle Russell with 
Affordable
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