
CITY OF GERING 
PLUMBING BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

 
 
THE CITY OF GERING PLUMBING BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD ON DECEMBER 
16, 2025 AT 5:15 P.M. IN THE GERING CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 1025 "P" 
STREET, GERING, NEBRASKA. 
 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

2. Open Meetings Act - Neb. Rev. Stat. Chapter 84, Article 14 
 
As required by State Law, public bodies shall make available at least one current 
copy of the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room. 

 
3. Approval of the November 12, 2025 Minutes 

 
4. Current Business  

A. Review and consider approval of application for Journeyman Mechanical 
License – Dylan S Chamness 
 

B. Review and consider approval of application for Journeyman Plumber 
License – Nathan Lee Wheeler 
 

5. City Building Inspector Report (Information only) 
 

6. OPEN COMMENT: Discussion or action by the Plumbing Board regarding 
unscheduled business will not take place.  This section is for citizen comment 
only. 

 
7. Adjourn 

 



THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE GERING PLUMBING BOARD MEETING 
November 12, 2025 

A meeting of the City of Gering Plumbing Board was held in open session on November 12, 
2025 at 5:15 p.m. in the Gering City Hall Council Chambers, 1025 P Street, Gering, NE.  Present 
were Board Members Mathew Beebe, Jeff Vance and Lucan Palomo. Absent: Mike Davies and 
Josh Schlaepfer.  Also present was Engineer Annie Folck and Administrative Support Specialist 
Karen Heins.   

1. Call to Order
Chairman Beebe called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. and roll call was taken.

2. Open Meetings Act
Chairman Beebe reviewed the Nebraska Revised Statutes Chapter 84, Article 14, which
requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Star Herald, the
designated method of giving notice.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in
advance to the Media and Board Members.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the
meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

3. Approval of the September 24, 2025 Minutes

Board Member Vance moved to approve the minutes from the September 24, 2025
regular meeting.  It was seconded by Board Member Palomo.  On roll call vote, the
following voted "AYE":  Mathew Beebe, Jeff Vance and Lucan Palomo. Absent: Mike
Davies and Josh Schlaepfer.

4. Current Business

A. Review and consider approval of application for Journeyman Mechanical License –
Chad Knoedler

Discussion: The Board reviewed the applicant’s work history and noted that he is
currently employed as the Manager of Snell’s Services in Gering. It was confirmed that
the applicant is seeking a Journeyman Mechanical License. The Board acknowledged
that Snell’s Services has Master License holders on staff and is working to maintain the
appropriate ratio of Masters to Journeymen and Apprentices.

Board Member Vance noted that the applicant had initially submitted an application for
a Journeyman License, followed by an application for a Master License. However, the
applicant recently obtained his Journeyman License from Grand Island and has not yet
accumulated the required work experience to qualify for a Master License. The Board



agreed that the applicant may reapply for a Master Mechanical License once the 
experience requirement has been met. 
 
Board Member Vance recommended that the Board approve Chad Knoedler for a 
Journeyman Mechanical License. 

 
Board Member Vance moved to approve granting a Journeyman Mechanical License 
to Chad Knoedler.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Palomo.  There was 
no further discussion.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Mathew Beebe, 
Jeff Vance and Lucan Palomo. Absent: Mike Davies and Josh Schlaepfer. 

 
B. Review and consider approval of application for Journeyman Mechanical License – 

Harry Hazlitt 
 

Discussion:  Board Member Vance reported that Mr. Hazlitt has held a Journeyman 
Mechanical License for many years; however, he has not previously been licensed in the 
City of Gering. He is currently licensed in Scottsbluff but not in Gering. The Board 
reviewed the documentation supporting reciprocity and confirmed that all required 
records of his previous examinations and qualifications have been provided. 
 
Chairman Beebe commented that the circumstances of Mr. Hazlitt’s application align 
with acceptable reciprocity practices. He noted that, based on his own experience 
transferring a Wyoming Journeyman License, jurisdictions outside the area typically 
maintain thorough documentation of work and licensing history. Chairman Beebe 
further commented that the City of Scottsbluff has improved its recordkeeping and 
licensing review processes over the past five to six years. Board Member Vance clarified 
that approval in this case would effectively recognize Mr. Hazlitt’s Journeyman 
Mechanical License for the City of Gering. He also noted that Mr. Hazlitt intends to apply 
for a Master Mechanical License in the future. 
 
Chairman Beebe inquired about the required HVAC work experience necessary to 
qualify for a Master’s License and whether it mirrors the plumbing licensing structure. 
Board Member Vance confirmed that the requirement is three years for both 
mechanical and plumbing licenses. He added that while the City of Scottsbluff requires 
only two years of experience for both license types, the City of Gering follows the 
standards set forth in the International Code. Chairman Beebe remarked that, in his 
opinion, three years may be a relatively short requirement and suggested that the Board 
might consider extending the requirement in the future, noting that other jurisdictions 
often require four to seven years of experience. 

 
Board Member Vance moved to approve granting a Journeyman Mechanical License 
to Harry Hazlitt.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Palomo. There was no 
further discussion.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Mathew Beebe, Jeff 
Vance and Lucan Palomo. Absent: Mike Davies and Josh Schlaepfer. 



C. Review and consider approval of application for Master Mechanical License – Eric J. 
McCarty 
 
Discussion:  Board Member Vance noted that Mr. McCarty has been employed with 
Snell’s Services for over 20 years. He explained that Mr. McCarty and Mr. Chad Knoedler 
had previously worked together but now Mr. McCarty is pursuing a separate path, with 
obtaining his Master License to operate independently.  Chairman Beebe added that, 
given Mr. McCarty’s length of service, he clearly meets the required experience 
qualifications. 
 
Board Member Vance moved to approve granting a Master Mechanical License to Eric 
J. McCarty.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Palomo.  There was no 
further discussion. On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Mathew Beebe, Jeff 
Vance and Lucan Palomo. Absent: Mike Davies and Josh Schlaepfer. 
 

D. Review and consider approval of application for Journeyman Plumber – Antonio 
Murillo 

 
Discussion:  The Board discussed another applicant from Snell’s Services and reiterated 
that the company is actively working to organize and maintain compliance in its 
licensing structure. 
 
Chairman Beebe raised a question regarding the inclusion of gas work within mechanical 
licensing categories. He observed that some licensing options appear to differentiate 
between a general license and one with gas. Chairman Beebe stated that, in his opinion, 
a mechanical license should inherently cover gas-related work, as both fall under the 
same mechanical scope. 
 
Board Member Vance responded that, to his knowledge, all mechanical licenses include 
gas coverage by default. He explained that on the plumbing side, applicants must 
specifically designate gas work, but this distinction does not typically apply to 
mechanical licensing. Chairman Beebe noted that there may be some variation in how 
jurisdictions list or interpret those license types, but agreed that mechanical work 
should encompass gas-related activities. 
 
The Board also reviewed the applicant’s background. Board Member Vance confirmed 
that the individual has over five years of experience in the trade, beginning after military 
service. Board Member Palomo added that the applicant has worked for Snell’s Services, 
then briefly for Best Plumbing, Heating and Cooling, before returning to Snell’s. 
 
Chairman Beebe inquired about the duration and structure of the plumbing 
apprenticeship program, asking whether it mirrors the HVAC apprenticeship program. 
Board Member Vance confirmed that the plumbing apprentice licensing process has 



been in place for many years. In response to a further question, he affirmed that the 
applicant has previously held an apprentice license during his years of experience. 

 
Board Member Vance moved to approve granting a Journeyman Plumber License to 
Antonio Murillo.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Palomo.  There was no 
further discussion.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Mathew Beebe, Jeff 
Vance and Lucan Palomo. Absent: Mike Davies and Josh Schlaepfer. 

 
E. Review and Ratification of Plumbing/Mechanical Licenses Issued Between 2021 and 

2024 
 
Discussion:  Engineer Folck explained that, over the past several years, City staff have 
been administratively issuing certain licenses. She noted that, according to the language 
of the ordinance in effect at that time, those licenses technically should have been 
brought before the Plumbing Board for review and approval. 
 
Engineer Folck stated that the purpose of the current review was to ensure proper 
procedural compliance and to formally confirm the licenses previously issued. She noted 
that the Board did not need to review each application individually unless a member 
had a specific concern.  However, she did recommend that Chairman Mathew Beebe’s 
application be considered separately.  Ms. Folck added that when issuing the licenses, 
staff had verified all applicants’ experience, testing, and documentation. She pointed 
out that the complete information had been included in the Board’s packet for this 
meeting.  She described the process as largely a formality to ensure all records are 
accurate and compliant. 
 
In reviewing the documents, Chairman Beebe commented that applicant Carl Sell is “a 
go-getter”.  He also inquired about applicant Shawn Strong, seeking clarification as to 
whether he was the same individual who had previously worked for Pipe Works and had 
been employed at Gering Valley in earlier years.  Board Member Vance confirmed that it 
was the same individual, noting that Mr. Strong began his career at Gering Valley.  
Chairman Beebe asked whether Mr. Strong had previously held an apprentice license 
prior to obtaining his Journeyman License. Board Member Vance confirmed that he had, 
noting that the apprentice licensing records predated 2021, which was outside the 
range of the documentation currently under review (2021–2024). Chairman Beebe 
acknowledged the clarification and stated that the applications appeared to be in good 
order. 
 
Board Member Vance moved to approve ratification of the Plumbing/Mechanical 
Licenses issued between 2021 and 2024, with the extraction of Mathew Beebe’s 
application.   

a. Oswaldo M Beraun 
AM – JM 9/29/2023 
AP – JP 9/29/2023 



b. Aaron Kihlthau 
AM – 5/6/2021 
JM – 5/28/2024 

c. Johnny Flood 
JP – 1/4/2022 
MP – 1/4/2025 

d. Ricardo M Camacho 
JP – 9/15/2017 
MP – 9/16/2022 

e. John Wilson 
AP – 5/1/2012 
JP – 5/26/2022 
JM – 1/4/2018 

f. Zeb Frauendienst 
AP – 5/22/2018 
JP – 9/18/2024 

g. Adam Sauer 
AP – 5/1/2021 
JP – 9/18/2024 

h. Matthew Bowland 
AP – 5/1/2021 
JP – 9/18/2024 

i. Matthew Thompson 
JP – 3/4/2021 
MP – 9/13/2024 

j. Timothy Schneider 
JP – 4/4/2013 
MP – 6/20/2023 

k. Carl Sell 
JM – 11/5/2018 
MM – 6/27/2023 
JP – 10/5/2018 
MP – 10/28/2022 

l. Skyler Bennett 
JM – 10/5/2021 
MM – 2/9/2024 

m. Jay Wilson 
JP – 4/30/2015 
MP – 2/12/2022 

n. Brock Manley 
JP – 9/3/2015 
MP – 10/25/2022 

o. Shawn Strong 
JP – 1/28/2020 & 4/21/2021 



The motion was seconded by Board Member Palomo.  There was no further 
discussion.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Mathew Beebe, Jeff Vance 
and Lucan Palomo.  Absent: Mike Davies and Josh Schlaepfer. 
 
Board Member Vance moved to approve ratification of the Mechanical Licenses issued 
between 2021 and 2024 to Mathew Beebe.   
 
 Mathew Beebe 

JM – 5/10/2012 
MM – 12/14/2024 

 
The motion was seconded by Board Member Palomo.  There was no further 
discussion.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  Jeff Vance and Lucan Palomo. 
Abstain:  Mathew Beebe.  Absent: Mike Davies and Josh Schlaepfer. 
 

F. Discuss Process for Reciprocity Plumbing/Mechanical License Approval 
 
Discussion:  Engineer Folck explained that, in the past, City staff had administratively 
approved licenses from other communities based on reciprocity. She further noted that, 
going forward, all such applications will now be presented to the Plumbing Board for formal 
review and approval. Engineer Folck commented that this change will likely require the 
Board to meet more frequently. She also asked Board members to inform applicants that 
the approval process may take longer, as each meeting must be publicly advertised and 
scheduled to ensure a quorum. 
 
Chairman Beebe inquired about the expected timeframe for processing applications. 
Engineer Folck responded that, given the need for public notice and scheduling, the process 
would typically take approximately three to four weeks from submission to approval. Board 
Member Vance confirmed that the two-week advertising requirement contributes to that 
timeline.  Chairman Beebe noted that the delay could impact applicants’ ability to begin 
work. He suggested considering the issuance of temporary permits for qualified individuals. 
Engineer Folck agreed that this could be a practical solution but noted that the City’s 
ordinance would need to be amended to authorize temporary licensing.  It was agreed that 
temporary approval could be appropriate for applicants already licensed in another 
jurisdiction. Those without prior licensing would go through the full application and review 
process. 
 
Engineer Folck stated that the creation of a temporary licensing provision would require an 
ordinance amendment. She proposed that the Board add this topic to the agenda for its 
next meeting.  City legal staff could draft appropriate language for review.  Once approved 
by the Board, the proposed amendment would then be forwarded to the City Council for 
final consideration.  Engineer Folck emphasized that the process is straightforward but will 
take some time to implement. 
 



5. City Building Inspector Report (Information only) 
 
Building Inspector Vance did not have any items to report.   

 
6. Open Comment: Discussion or action by the Plumbing Board regarding unscheduled 

business will not take place.  This section is for citizen comment only. 
 
There were no comments. 

 
7. Adjourn 

 
Motion to adjourn was made by Board Member Vance and it was seconded by Board 
Member Palomo.  There was no discussion.  On roll call vote, the following voted "AYE":  
Mathew Beebe, Jeff Vance and Lucan Palomo.  Absent: Mike Davies and Josh Schlaepfer. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 5:38 p.m.   
 
 
        
 Mathew Beebe, Chairman 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Karen Heins, Administrative Secretary 
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