THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, October 14, 2013
A regular meeting of the City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on October 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Gering City Hall at 1025 P Street, Gering.  Present were Mayor Mayo and Councilmembers Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields Morrison and Cowan.  Also present were City Administrator Lane Danielzuk, City Clerk Kathy Welfl and City Attorney, Jim Ellison.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Gering Citizen, the designated method of giving notice.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Mayo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a prayer was given.  The Mayor noted that there was a quorum of the Council and City business could be conducted.  

Motion by Councilmember Shields to excuse the absences of Councilmembers McFarland and Cowan from the Sept. 23, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting.   Seconded by Councilmember Morrison.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote.  AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
	
OPEN MEETINGS ACT-NEBRASKA REV. STATUATE CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14
Mayor Mayo indicated Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 84, Article 14, requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room and he indicated where the Open Meetings Act is posted.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Mayor Mayo recognized students in the audience from Gering Senior High American Government Class and members of Troop 16 who are working on communications, merit and tender foot badges. 

CONSENT AGENDA:
(Items under the Consent Agenda are proposed for adoption by one action for all items unless any member of Council requests that an item be considered separately.)
1. Approve minutes of the September 23, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting and the minutes of the September 30, 2013 Council Planning Session
2. Approve Claims 
3. Name Councilmember Gibbs as the primary representative from the City to the Panhandle RC&D
4. Approve Resolution 10-13-1 – Designated Depositors, Mayor Edwin L. Mayo, Finance Director, John Mejia and City Clerk, Kathy Welfl
5. Fire Department Roster Approval for worker’s comp

Motion by Councilmember McFarland to remove Consent Agenda item 4, Resolution 10-13-1.  Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote.  AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Councilmember McFarland stated that the agenda listed names and titles, but the resolution does not list names; she thinks the resolution should include names.  Administrator Danielzuk said on all accounts signature cards are required along with the title, so there wouldn't be any change without a new signature card with specific employee names.  

Motion by Councilmember McFarland to table the resolution until we find out if we can approve the resolution without the name behind the title.  Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote.  AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.0

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion by Councilmember Gibbs, second by Councilmember McFarland to approve the balance of the Consent Agenda.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote.  AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Claims: 
9-18-13 to 10-8-13
ACCUSTAR SURVEYING $2,515.00 STAKE GRADES MCKINLEY, ALTEN INDUSTRIES $1,824.80 UNIFORMS, AMAZON $247.31 VINYL COVER, AMERICAN SOC. CIVIL ENGINEERS $1,185.00 ENGINEERING CLASS, ANTIGUA GROUP INC. $1,254.26 CLOTHING, APPLE ITUNES STORE $38.49 APPS FOR IPADS, AQUATERRA ENVIRONMENTAL $31,527.89 CELL 6 GAS/WATER WELLS, ARBOR ROCK LLC $2,585.80 GROUNDSKEEPER, ATLAS LAWN EQUIPMENT CO $192.10 TIME DELAY RELAY, AVP SECURITY $838.80 IP CAMERA/CHANNEL FEES, B & C STEEL $6.12 METAL, BENZEL PEST CONTROL $53.00 PEST CONTROL, BIG MACK $121.05 A/C FURNACE RPR., BLUFFS SANITARY $1,632.99 FACILITY CLEANING, BOMGAARS $24.87 STRAINERS, BOUND TO STAY BOUND BOOKS $104.63 BOOKS, BROADWAY OFFICE CENTRE $455.39 PAPER, BROWN/NELSON ELECTRIC $176.65 SUMP PUMP RPR., BUDS RADIATOR $58.00 RPR., CADDIES $2,825.25 NWAGA SETP 9-10, CALLAWAY GOLF CO. $151.00 IRONS, CANYON SYSTEMS $348.00 WELL RPR., CARD SRV. $10,260.53 CREDIT CARD CHRG., CELEBRATE THE SEASON $36.28 SUB., CENTURY LINK $2,457.60 TELEPHONE CHRG., CHARTER COMM. $96.98 INTERNET, CHAVEZ PRISCILLA $301.71 SLEUTH TRAINING/MILEAGE, CHUCK WAGON CHURCH $500.00 REFUND 5 ROCKS DEPOSIT, CITY INSURANCE FUND $116,476.58 HEALTH PREM 125, CITY OF GERING $16,310.00 PORTABLE MSG SIGN, CITY OF GERING – GEN AC. $65,000.00 TRANSFER ACH PAYROLL, CITY PAYROLL TRUST $10,328.83 FSA MEDICAL 125, CLARKE PAULINE $1,250.00 LEASE AGREEMENT FOR BILLBOARD, CONCRETE CATTLE CO. $2,602.00 MAIN RPR., CONNECTING POINT $62.00 COPIER SRV. AGREEMENT, CONOCO $124.01 LINEMAN SCHOOL FUEL CHRG., CONTRACTORS MATERIALS $558.64 CONCRETE SUPPLIES,. COPRO EFP, LLC $576.13  3-50’ SECTIONS ½ FIREHOSE, COUCH CAROL $100.00 GOOD SAM MEMBERSHIP ½, COUNTRY LIVING $26.97 MAGAZINE, CREATIVE SIGNS DIVISION/C $3,045.00 VINYL FORD AND CHEVY TAHOE, CREIGHTON EMS EDU $700.00 TUITION FOR EMS CLASS/FLOWERS, CRESENT ELECTRIC $291.94 SUPPLIES, CULLIGAN $104.80 SALT, CUMMINS CENTRAL POWER $2,181.45 GENERATOR MAINT., CURVES $72.76 WELLNESS, CYLIX INC. $155.44 BINDERS, D & H ELECTRONICS $65.54 CABLE, DALES TIRE $3,279.44 G1 NEW TIRES, DANKO EMERGENCY EQUIP. $798.00 PT LIFTING DEVICE, DEANGELO BROTHERS $7.49 REFUND/OVERPYMT, DHHS $417.00 WATER LAB, DIVE RESCUE INTERNATIONAL $727.25 ROPE RESCUE EQUIP., DOCU-SHRED $45.00 CONTAINER, DOOLEY OIL $5,521.54 DIESEL, DOUBLETREE HOTEL $99.00 LODGING, DUTTON-LAINSON $1,662.78 TAP WIRE, EAGLE GRAPHICS $13.50 LAPEL PIN, ECOLAB $402.68 CLUB HOUSE FAUCET RPR., EMERGENCY APPARATUS MAIN $3,152.98 PUMP/TEST/MAINT/RPR., ENTENMANN-ROVIN CO. $471.00 BADGE, ENVIRO SRV. INC. $1,401.00 WW LAB, ESC ENGINEERING $512.00 PRO. SRV., ESRI $400.00 DESIGN GIS ESRI PROGRAM, EXPEDIA $735.00 PLANE TICKETS, F H SCHAFER ELEVATOR, I $25.00 HAY FOR TRAINING CLASS, FAIRBANKS SCALES INC. $512.00 SCALE MAINT., FASTENAL CO. $526.04 SUPP., FEDEX $262.36 SHIPPING CHRG., FIRST STATE BANK $670.02 IBEW UNION DUES, FIRST STATE BANK – GERING $11,397.00 FIRE DEPT. INCENTIVE PLAN 2012, FIRST WIRELESS $338.05 LCD DISPLAY/KEYPAD, FLOYDS SALES & SRV. $3,169.47 G8 EMMISSIONS RPRS., FOOD NETWORK MAGAZINE $21.97 SUB., FOOTJOY $111.04 GREENJOYS, FRANK IMPLEMENT CO. $195.96 FILTERS, FREMONT MOTORS $710.23 RADIATOR HOSE REPLACEMENT, FRESH FOODS $37.45 BOTTLED WATER, GALE $206.17 BOOKS, GAYLORD BROTHERS $496.46 PANELS/TAPE/LABELS, GERING AUTO BODY $960.48 AUTO RPR., GERING CITIZEN $392.17 LEGAL PUBLICATION, GERING CONVENTION & VISITOR BUREAU $15,218.75 GERING TOURISM COMM. QTRLY PYMT., GERING VALLEY PLUMBING $512.13 REFRIGERANT LEAK RPR., GERING VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. $255.00 REGISTER FIREFIGHTER I PSE TES, GOLF DESIGN INC. $369.79 MAGNET CLIPS, GOODNIGHT, BONNIE $65.00 RPR. SPRINKLER LINE, GREATAMERICAN LEASING CORP. $178.49 COPIER LEASE AGREEMENT, GREENKEEPER CO. INC. $369.79 MAGNET CLIPS, GUHN, PAUL $5,000.00 LB840 GRANT, HARDING & SHULTZ P C L $2,262.00 LEGAL FEES, HD SUPPLY WATERWORKS $3,715.33 MAIN RPR., HEILBRUN $3,559.50 S/L RAM CYLINDER RPR., HENNINGS CONSTRUCTION $43,629.89 MAIN REPLACEMENT BETWEEN O & N, HL SUPPLY $109.67 EQUIPMENT RPR., HOLIDAY INN $2,170.80 LODGING, HOME DEPOT $61.79 SPRAYER/HOSE/PRUNING SAW, HORIZON WEST INC. $435.51 LINK ARM, I R S $229.08 GARNISHMENT 2, ICMA ELECTRONIC RETIREMENT $1,008.28 ICMA CITY ADMIN., IDEAL LINEN $496.09 TISSUE, INDEPENDENT PLUMBING $129.53 RAINBIRD PARTS, INFINITY CONSTRUCTION $450.00 MANHOLE ADJ., INGRAM LIBRARY SRV. $1,572.00 BOOKS, INTERNAL REVENUE SRV. $73,170.92 FED/FICA TAX, INTRALINKS $2,253.54 COMPUTER, ITRON $1,778.15 MVRS METERS SOFTWARE MAINT, JIRDON $4,182.02 FERTILIZER, JOHN HANCOCK USA $25,130.26 JH RETIRE 6%, JOHNSON CASHWAY $5,386.67 WOOD, KATHLEEN LAUGHLIN $330.00 GARNISHMENT 2, KAWASAKI KORNER $118.67 MULE RPRS., KLASSERT SAM $3,703.23 INSPECTOR CONTRACT, KMART $15.60 EQUIPMENT RPR., KNEB $282.00 DISPLAY AD, KOVARIK, ELLISON, MATHIS $8,593.05 PROBLEM RESOLUTION LEGAL FEES, KRIZ DAVIS CO. $391.59 SUPP., LANE DANIELZUK $141.00 TRAVEL EXP., LAVA MARKETING GROUP $221.78 RANGFINDER, LEAGUE OF NE MUNCIPALITIES $390.00 LEAGUE CONF., LOGOZ LLC $32.98 SKIRT, LONG RIDER BOOKS $538.59 BOOKS, LONG DAN, $10,000.00 LB840 GRANT, MARLOW WHITE $384.00 FELT HATS, MARRIN, ROSEMARY $75.00 RV ROOM RENTAL DEP/REFUND, MASEK GOLF CAR CO. $11,000.00 UTILITY VEHCILE, MATHESON TRI-GAS $425.31 GLOVES, MAXWELL PRODUCTS $1,400.00 GAP SEAL MACHINE RENTAL, MCDONALDS $33.26 MAYOR TO MAYOR BREAKFAST, MEAT SHOPPE $25,831.33 CATERING COST, MENARDS $186.78 HAND PUMP, MENS HEALTH $29.97 SUB., MG TRUST CO. LLC $9,028.84 MG-T POLICE, MICHAEL TODD & CO. $3,968.69 TRAFFIC LANES, MID-CONTINENT SAFETY LLC $1,183.36 SEWER GAS DETECTION, MIDTOWN ANIMAL HOSPITAL $69.60 K9 BOARDING, MIDWEST ELECTRONICS $41.73 AUDIO SPEAKERS, MITY-LITE INC. $1,020.67 TABLES/CHAIRS, MONEY WISE $477.41 SUPP., MOUNTAIN STATES PIPE $285.23 MAIN RPR., MUNCIPAL ENERGY AGENCY $455,525.54 ELECTRIC CHRGS., MUNCIPAL SUPPLY INC. $619.75 MAIN RPR., MWC ENTERPRISES INC. $32,232.00 CONTAINERS, NE CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENT $1,355.62 CHILD SUPPORT 1, NE DEP OF REV (PR) $76,587.73 AUGUST SALES TAX, NE PUBLIC POWER DIST. $5,365.26 UTILITY BILL, NE SAFETY/FIRE EQUIPMENT $1,448.00 FIRE EXTINGUISHER SRV., NE DEPT OF ROADS $105,807.12 N 10TH ST TO RIVER BRIDGE, NE ENVIRONMENTAL PR $5.00 RPR SPRING, NE LIBRARY ASSOC. $10.00 COLLECTION MGMT CLASS, NE MACHINERY CO $315.26 FILTERS, NEBRASKALAND MAGAZINE $18.00 SUB., NEBRASKALAND TIRE $2,310.73 TIRES, NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS $412.10 SUPP., OCLC INC. $19.56 CATALOGING, OREGON TRAIL PLBG $335.00 CHECK DINNING ROOM THERMOSTAT, PANHANDLE COOP ASSOC. $1,006.34 DIESEL, PANHANDLE GEOTECHNICAL $374.75 5TH ST MAIN, PANHANDLE HUMANE SOCIETY $2,777.92 ANIMAL CONTROL/FEES, PARAGON $303.66 IRONS, PEREZ, MANUEL $800.00 ADA RAMP/12TH & Q ST, PETTY CASH $43.89 DIST SUPP., PING $110.07 WOODS, PIPE WORKS PLUMBING $2,328.00 ROUGHED DWV TIED/MAIN WATER, PITNEY BOWES $900.00 POSTAGE METER, PLANNER PADS $40.90 INDEX TABS/GREEN TRAD EXEC., PONY EXPRESS STATION $20.01 FUEL, POSTMASTER $1,207.37 MAILING PERMITS, POWERPLAN OIB $1,176.41 DOZER RPR., PRINT EXPRESS $261.90 ENVELOPES, PROGRESSIVE BUSINESS PUB. $237.12 LEGAL UPDATE PUB. PURCHASE POWER $819.99 POSTAGE BY PHONE, RANDON HOUSE $199.50 BOOKS, RDJ SPECIALTIES INC. $551.32 COLORING BOOKS, REALLY GOOD STUFF $28.44 BOOKMARKS/BANNER,  RESPOND FIRST AID SYSTEMS $83.21 SUPP., ROBERT THOMASON $132.00 WATER FOR NWAGA TOURNAMENT, ROBINSON ELECTRIC $ 2,157.00 JL LAUNDROMAMT CHANGE OUT PANEL, SANDBERG IMPLEMENT $587.10 SHARPEN CHAIN, SCOTTS BLUFF CO REGISTER OF DEEDS $72.50 ENCROACHMENT LOT 6A, BL 1, SCOTTS BLUFF CO AMBULANCE SRV. $316.23 AMBULANCE CONTRACT, SCHOLASTIC LIBRARY PUB. $152.10 BOOKS, SCOTTSBLUFF BODY & PAINT $648.85 RPR/CUSTOMER VEHICLE, SCOTTSBLUFF TOWING SRV. $185.00 TOW SRV., SCOTTSBLUFF-GERING UNITED WAY $41.00 CONTRIBUTION, SECURITY EQUIP. SUPP. $318.58 ELECTRIC DOOR LOCK. SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER $525.00 FINANCIAL SUPPORT, SIMMONS OLSEN LAW FIRM $1,500.00 PROSECUTIONS, SIMON CONTRACTORS $5,198.12 ASPHALT, SLAFTER OIL CO. $13.40 COMP OIL, SOURCE GAS $929.41 GAS SRV., STAPLES CREDIT PLAN $159.98 DIGITAL RECORDER, STAR HERALD $486.95 TALK OF THE TOWN, STATE OF NE/DAS COMMUNICATIONS $264.80 LONG DIST PHONE CHRGS., SUGAR VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT $2,486.16 CREDIT UNION, SUN MOUNTAIN SPORTS $273.00 GOLF BAGS, SURRAT RUSS $168.00 REFUND FOR RV PARK, SZYMONSKI JIM $350.00 GOOD SAM MEMBERSHIP ½ , TAYLOR MADE GOLF CO. $120.33 GOLF BAGS, TERRY CARPENTER INC. $650.00 WATER WELL LAND RENT, THE ROCK PILE $411.66 CONCRETE FINES, TOTAL LANDSCAPE CONCEPTS $311.98 TREES, UPS $20.79 SHIPPING FELT HATS, US AUTO FORCE $334.18 TURF TRAC, US BANK EQUIPMENT FINANCE $142.25 COPIER LEASE PYMT., VALLEY BANK – POLICE $560.00 PO UNION DUES, VALLEY BANK & TRUST CO $7,553.54 HAS CTRB 125, VAN DIEST SUPPLY CO. $2,844.00 MOSQUITO SPRAY, VERIZON WIRELESS $12,978.67 IPAD PURCHASE, WALMART $143.11 SUPP., WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL $138.41 COPYSTAR COPIES LEASE PYMT., WEST COAST TRENDS $69.75 IRONS, WESTCO $10,940.38 DIESEL, WESTERN PATHOLOGY $144.20 DRUG SCREENINGS, WILEY PUBLISHERS $250.00 DESIGN BOOK, WINCHELL CLEANING $830.00 CLEANING, YMCA $518.36 WELLNESS

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
1. Exception to allow a two family dwelling in an RM zone located at 1525 & 1535 S Street (Lot 2, Fenning Addition)

Mayor Mayo moved Current Business item #1 up to coincide with the Public Hearing same agenda item.  The Administrative Record and Public Hearing opened at 7:08 p.m.  

Paul Snarr, City Engineer stated this is a Public Hearing to consider an exception to allow a two family dwelling in an RM Zone (Residential Medium District) for Bill and Pat Rose, new owners of the property located at 1525 & 1535 S Street (Lot 2, Fenning Addition). The owners completed the Application for an Exception/Conditional Use on August 15, 2013. 

The owners recently purchased this property through auction and were told by the County that record shows this has been used as a duplex since 1952. Our City address index also has this property addressed as a duplex. The owners were informed, prior to purchasing this property, that it is within the RM Zone. They were also informed they would be required to file for an Exception to use as a two family dwelling and would need to go through the approval process with the Planning Commission and City Council for approval of the exception.
 
The owners were given a temporary CO, with this knowledge by our building inspector, to enable them to remodel and bring up to current building codes including cleaning, upgrading the wiring, adding a front porch, and constructing a garage off of the alley for parking.
 
Per the City of Gering’s current Zoning and Subdivision Regulations for RM (Residential Medium Density District) Section 6.3 does not allow for a two family dwelling as a Permitted Principal Use however; Section 6.304(6) allows as an Exception upon the approval of the Planning Commission and City Council. 

Administrative Record: 
Mr. Snarr stated to Council that they were provided with the administrative record in their packets and asked that it be made a part of the official proceedings of this Public Hearing.

· Application for Exception/Conditional Use Permit dated August 15, 2013 by the owners Bill and Pat Rose to allow a two family dwelling in an RM Zone located at 1525 and 1535 S Street specifically Lot 2, Fenning Addition.
· Public Hearing Notice published for Planning Commission and City Council August 29, 2013, September 5, 2013, and October 3, 2013.
· Planning Commission Public Hearing Meeting dated September 17, 2013.
· Scheduled for City Council Public Hearing notice for October 14, 2013.
· City of Gering Current Subdivision and Zoning Regulations dated March 1984 and referencing Section 6.3 RM (Residential Medium Density District) specifically 6.304(6) referencing an Exception for two family dwelling.
· City of Gering 1995 Comprehensive Plan (Amendment No. 1 dated November 2001).
· Publication Notice and written notice regarding this Exception was completed and sent to all owners of property located within 300 feet per the requirements of the City’s Zoning and Subdivision Regulations Section 15.2 and are incorporated by reference in this Administrative Record. Signs were also posted on site for the proposed exception per zoning regulations.
· City Engineer/Director of Engineering & Community Planning Administrative Record as shown herein.

Mr. Snarr stated that  he has completed his entry regarding the Public Hearing to consider an Exception to allow a two family dwelling within the RM Zone located at 1525 and 1535 S Street (Lot 2, Fenning Addition) and asked that Council keep this hearing open until all entries are put into this record.

Mayor Mayo asked if there was anyone wishing to speak in favor of the application.  Patricia Rose stated she purchased at auction 1515, 1525 and 1535 S Street.    They have made numerous improvements and have put about $40,000 into the economy with contractors and work to the properties.  She believes the neighbors would be in favor of it.  Gary Ross, 1845 15th Street, stated that the property is right behind him; it has been blighted for several years.  The Roses have made improvements and it looks very nice now.  They would appreciate it if the application was improved for the duplex.  Peggy J. Harris also spoke in favor of the application.

Mayor Mayo asked if anyone would like to speak in opposition.  Seeing none he asked if anyone on Council would like to make any comments regarding the application.  Seeing none the Administrative Record was closed and the Public Hearing was closed at 7:16 p.m.  

Motion by Councilmember Morrison, second by Councilmember Allred to approve the Exception to allow a two family dwelling in an RM zone located at 1525 & 1535 S Street (Lot 2, Fenning Addition). There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote.  AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

CURRENT BUSINESS:

2.  Amend Ordinance 1951 to Ordinance 1943.  There are two passed and approved Ordinances with the same Ordinance No. 1951.  Ordinance 1951 – An Ordinance to establish after hours services charges; providing for publication in pamphlet form and providing for an effective date of January 1, 2012 - Change to Ordinance 1943, an ordinance number not currently assigned to an ordinance in the Official Ordinance Book.

Councilmember McFarland stated that for a meter disconnect or reconnect for non-payment, prior to this ordinance, we were at zero and at the customer's request we were also at zero if it was completed during normal business hours.  The thought process is that there was no additional cost to the City as employees were at work and already being paid.  Prior to the ordinance we were at $0 and $50; with the passage of the new ordinance we went to $50 and $100.  She stated that she had a problem at that time and she continues to have a problem; why are we charging residents of this community $50 to perform an activity during business hours when our employees are already on the clock?  Councilmember Gibbs had an issue with emergency water shut off that isn't the customer’s fault.  The only way to stop the water is to shut it off; he feels that's a service we should provide free of charge unless the customer damaged the water line themselves. He doesn't think people should be charged for a shut off even after hours.  Councilmember McFarland said we should take another look at the reconnect and disconnect fees.  We don't want people to expect us to do this on the weekend, but during regular hours it shouldn't be a problem.

Administrator Danielzuk said that this change was set up to correct a scribner's error, not to change the ordinance.  He recommended they lay it on the table and take the ordinance back to the Public Works Committee and bring it forward if there are any changes required and then we'll deal with the scribner's error at that time.  

Councilmember McFarland made a motion to take Ordinance No. 1951 back to the Public Works Committee for review.  Seconded by Councilmember Christensen.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote.  AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

3.   Approve moving forward with Recreation Center Feasibility Study RFP 
Councilmember Smith stated that the City Council voted to work with Scottsbluff to see if they were interested in doing a recreation feasibility study with Gering and splitting the cost.  the City of Scottsbluff came back with their own proposal; they have authorized City Manager, Rick Kuckkahn, to do a comprehensive plan of economic development and land use and he suggested that they share their plan and we share our plan.  The Recreation Committee plans on getting the feasibility study RFP written and back to Council by the October 28 meeting.  Councilmember Smith said this will be a Gering plan but it will take in the entire regional.  He thinks it's great that Scottsbluff wants to share with us and we can share with them.  

Motion by Councilmember Smith, second by Christensen to proceed with the Recreation Center Feasibility Study RFP.  

Discussion:  Councilmember McFarland asked if we can change the study to "Recreation Feasibility study".  If we use the word “center” it implies that's what we want.  Councilmember Smith amended his motion to "Recreation Feasibility Study"; it was again seconded by Councilmember Christensen.  

The Mayor called the vote.  AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

4.  Approve bid award for a consultant for Phase I for the Downtown Revitalization Project and authorize Mayor to sign appropriate documents/contracts 
City Engineer, Paul Snarr, reported that they narrowed down proposals to one; a combined effort with SEH Engineering Services; they are a team that has done numerous projects for many cities.  He talked to Ft. Morgan, Colorado and they said they did a great job performing a downtown improvement Phase I project for them.  He also called Yuma, CO and they also did a good job; they highly recommended them.  Brad Staman said they have done extensive plans for downtowns with regard to retail.  They cited numerous examples in various places such as Wisconsin and New Jersey; we will have them look at our downtown to help bring it back to life.  Mayor Mayo said Councilmember Gibbs sat through the process; he was very impressed with SEH including the gentleman who wrote the book on Niche Marketing.  Karla Nieden-Streeks stated they are confident they can help us write a successful grant  application.  

Motion by Councilmember Gibbs, second by Councilmember Christensen to approve a bid award with SHE Engineering, a consultant for Phase I for the Downtown Revitalization Project and authorize the Mayor to sign appropriate documents/contracts.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote.  AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

5.   Remove from table and discuss LB840 Business Retention Project

Motion to remove from table the LB840 Business Retention Project by Council McFarland.   Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  

Administrator Danielzuk recommended they not remove it from table.  Councilmembers McFarland and Gibbs withdrew the motion and second respectively.  Administrator Danielzuk stated that we're in the process in continuing to move forward with the business retention project in place and have been given the authority to put together the legal documentation with the property owner and will bring that to the next Council meeting.

6.   Approve one-month lease extension addendum for Caddies Bar & Grill

Motion by Councilmember Allred, second by Councilmember Christensen to approve a one-month lease extension addendum for Caddies Bar & Grill.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote. AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

7.  Discussion of Funding Mechanism for Scotts Bluff County Communications Center

Councilmember McFarland said she talked to the City of Scottsbluff and asked them to hold off so we could continue to discuss the agreement and she asked the City of Mitchell to do the same.  Scottsbluff did not agree, Mitchell did.  Mitchell has some concerns and were disappointed that we were not given an opportunity for discussion or negotiation with the County.  Mayor Mayo said that 60% of the other communities have indicated they plan to stand behind us and are willing to work towards an amenable agreement.  

Councilmember Christensen stated that the County bought the new equipment several months ago and it cost somewhere in the amount of $300,000. They had no way to pay for this equipment so they went to the communities in the County with a formula, whether it's good or bad, but the formula set out what each community was asked to pay for this equipment.  He stated that this has been kicked around for months; there has been a lot of finger pointing. It's time we get this thing settled.  He knows that $60,000 was budgeted to pay the City of Gering's share and there is now an advisory board assigned to handle all the issues.  He stated that he doesn't know why we can't pay the $60,000 and get this thing going.  Councilmember Gibbs said we have $60,000 budgeted but the County is asking for $114,000; where are we going to come up with the rest?  He stated that they had this board before but they never met.  

Councilmember Morrison asked if we can meet with the other 60% and get this ironed out and done by the due date they've given us, or do we need to lag back and proceed with this new model after we meet with these communities.  Councilmember McFarland said she thought the reason we met with the Commissioners was to ask them to hold back a little before we signed on the dotted line.  We wanted to make sure all five Commissioners received the very same message.  She stated that as far as the deadline, why is time such an issue; they've already paid for everything.  Why is November 15 a drop dead date?  Mayor Mayo said they had no specific date in mind until the issue was pushed so they set a date as to when the agreement needed to be signed.  Councilmember Smith said that the County is up against the mill levy so they can't pay for it.  Councilmember McFarland said they're at $.43.42 and their lid is $.45 so they've got $.01.58; it would raise a lot, possibly about a million dollars.  

Councilmember Smith said he has looked into going to other areas for 911, but it's not feasible.  We can direct our calls anywhere in the world but that call center has to communicate with our front line people; there's no place else to go.  We need to cooperate and we need to get it done.  He doesn't see why waiting another six months will help; we all know that they need to do it.  Councilmember Gibbs said we've never objected to paying some, our objection is to paying a fair share for the City tax payers, that they are not being taxed twice as compared to the rural tax payers.  If we're all going to pay for it, everyone should pay the same amount.  

Councilmember McFarland said the Administrative Committee meeting next Monday night is intended to discuss this subject and probably discuss it with the other communities.  We are stewards of public funds and have a fiduciary responsibility to handle that money as carefully as possible.  If we spend an additional $50,000 just because we don't want to talk about it anymore, that's not right.  

8. Agreement regarding payment schedule for Regulatory Independent Transmission System Operator and Transmission Adjustment

Electric Department Superintendent, Ron Doggett, said we (MEAN) moved some power across some lines and they (SPP, Southwest Power Pool) told us it was okay, but after we did it they said it wasn’t okay and the lawsuit began.  He has been attending meetings on this problem for quite some time.  The power pool is staying on top of it better and will try to prevent it from happening again.  The high settlement was initially $27 million across MEAN.  They retained attorneys in Washington and sent people to talk to the Southwest Power Pool.  It'll be roughly $27,000 each year for five years; no interest.    We'll pay 2.2% of the settlement; it's spread across over 100 communities.  Some communities are paying and leaving the pool, but it's still the most affordable power available.  Mayor Mayo said it could have been a lot worse than what it was.  

Administrator Danielzuk recommended we file for record with regard to the settlement, and do not return the signed agreement.  The allocation will be paid over five years; we don't have to sign anything.  We're taking the advice that's given in the document.  Mr. Doggett said it will be documented.  

Motion to file for record the letter dated September 10, 2013, regarding payment schedule for Regulatory Independent Transmission System Operator and Transmission Adjustment by Councilmember McFarland, second by Councilmember Gibbs.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote. AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

9.  Approve amended terms and conditions to the Community Block Grant (CDBG) Application #13-DTR-005/City of Gering Contract and authorize Mayor to sign

Motion by Councilmember McFarland to approve amended terms and conditions to the Community Block Grant (CDBG) Application 
#-DTR005/City of Gering Contract extending the time of performance on the original contract from six months to nine months and authorize Mayor to sign with a corrected date of March 28, 2014 instead of 2013. Seconded by Councilmember Morrison.   The Mayor called the vote. AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

10.    Discuss/approve Special Designated Liquor Licenses	:					■  Steel Grill on October 25 & 26, 2013
		■  Steel Grill on November 15 & 16, 2013

City Clerk, Kathy Welfl, stated that there is a hold up on the liquor license for this building on the part of the Fire Marshall.  It is uncertain if the Liquor Control Commission will approve the SDL applications even if Council approves them.  Councilmember Smith said he doesn't see any reason why Council wouldn’t support Ms. Wieborg anyway we can.  We're not granting the license; we're approving it to move forward.  

Motion by Councilmember Smith, second by Councilmember Christensen to approve the SDL applications for the Steel Grill for October 25 & 26 and November 15 & 16.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote. AYES:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  NAYS: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

CLOSED SESSION:
(Council reserves the right to enter into closed session if deemed necessary.)

REPORTS OF STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND STANDING COMMITTEES:   
1. Department/Staff Reports (informational only)
· There were no department or staff reports	
2. Committee Reports & Council Member Comments
· Councilmember McFarland clarified her previous statement; she stated that if she takes last year’s valuations, that 1.58 cents would have generated $358,000.  If she takes the $109,000 that the County agreed their share should be plus that amount, it would have just about taken care of the entire amount. 
· Councilmember Allred said the Council was challenged to the Fall Frolic; he'll be running in the 5K.
3. Administrator’s Report
· Administrator Danielzuk reported that the House Judiciary Committee came out with basic principles for internet-based sales tax.  
4. Mayor’s Report
· The November 11 Council meeting falls on Veteran's Day, the Mayor would like to move the November 11 Council meeting to the 12th.  It will be discussed at the next meeting.  
· Mayor Mayo, Councilmember Christensen and Administrator Danielzuk attended the League Fall Conference.  
· The Mayor attended a tour at the Ralston's Arena; it is heavily utilized.  
· The Mayor would like to conduct another City-wide audit/inventory by March 15.

ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Christensen.  Seconded by Councilmember Smith. There was no discussion.   The Mayor called the vote. “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields Morrison and Cowan. “NAYS”: None.  Abstaining: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.


The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

														
								Edwin Mayo, Mayor
ATTEST:
							
Kathleen J. Welfl, City Clerk

