THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, November 12, 2013

[bookmark: _GoBack]A regular meeting of the City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on November 12, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Gering City Hall at 1025 P Street, Gering.  Present were Mayor Mayo and Councilmembers Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  Also present were City Clerk Kathy Welfl and Acting City Attorney, Matt Turman. Absent were Councilmember Cowan and Administrator Danielzuk.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Gering Citizen, the designated method of giving notice.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Mayo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a prayer was given by Pastor Gary Hashley.  The Mayor noted that there was a quorum of the Council and City business could be conducted.  

Motion by  Councilmember Gibbs, second by Councilmember Morrison to excuse the absence of Councilmembers Allred and Shields from the October 28, 2013 City Council meeting.  There was no discussion.   The Mayor called the vote.  “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Cowan.  Abstaining: None.  Motion carried.
	
OPEN MEETINGS ACT-NEBRASKA REV. STATUATE CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14
Mayor Mayo indicated Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 84, Article 14, requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room and he indicated where the Open Meetings Act is posted.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS:
None

CONSENT AGENDA:
(Items under the Consent Agenda are proposed for adoption by one action for all items unless any member of Council requests that an item be considered separately
1. Approve minutes of the October 28, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting
2. Approve Claims
3. Acknowledgement of receipt of letter from James Zimmerman on behalf of Timothy Propp regarding sewer back-up claim
4. Letter of appreciation from the Western Nebraska Community College Foundation
5. Mayor’s appointment of Chief George Holthus to the Board of Health and Don Roth to the Gering Library Board

Motion by Councilmember McFarland to remove Consent Agenda item 3.  Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  There was no discussion.   The Mayor called the vote.  “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Cowan.  Abstaining: None.  Motion carried.

Councilmember McFarland said the letter from Mr. Zimmerman explains that the issue was caused by the dumpster site at the RV Park.  She asked if that is supposition by the attorney and Mr. Propp or is it something that has been confirmed.  Pat Heath, Public Works Director, replied that after the sewer backup, his department jetted it; it was a sewer line that ran about half a block west.  He said that a couple of days later staff TV’d the sewer.  They found a three or four foot piece of what they think was RV hose; it’s possible it came from the RV park, it’s possible it came from a man hole; we don’t know for sure.  Mr. Heath stated that some people have man holes in their yards.  


Councilmember McFarland moved to acknowledge receipt of the letter on behalf of Mr. Propp regarding the claim. Seconded by Councilmember  Christensen.  There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote.  “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Cowan.  Abstaining: None.  Motion carried.

Motion by Councilmember McFarland, seconded by Councilmember Morrison                    to approve the balance of the Consent Agenda.  There was no discussion.   The Mayor called the vote.  “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Cowan.  Abstaining: None.  Motion carried.

Claims:
10-22-13 to 11-4-13
ALMQUIST MALTZAHN GALLOWA $3,000.00 FIRE/RESCUE VOLUNTEERS PROGRAM, ALOFT $538.75 GIS TRAINING, AMAZON $455.78, AMERICAN SOC. CIVIL ENGINEERS $1,265.00 CONF., ARBYS $7.14 LARM BD. MTG., B & C STEEL $6,977.86 PARTS, BETTER HOME & GARDEN $36.28 SUB., BIG MACK $70.00 FURNACE RPR., BILLIE ADRIANNA $20.00 WITNESS FEE, BLUFFS SANITARY $87.60 LINER, BOXWOOD TECH INC. $400.00 JOB POSTING, BROADWAY OFFICE $2,584.67 PAPER, BROWNS SHOE FIT CO. $141.24 SAFETY BOOTS, BUDGE IT DRAIN SRV. $400.00 WATER JETTED MAIN SEWER, C & M GOLF $761.31 COUPLINGS, CABELAS $138.61 LIGHTS, CARD SRVS. $13,505.24 CC PYMT., CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT $205.50 BOOKS, CENTURYLINK $2,369.34 TELEPHONE CHRG., CHARTER COMM. $96.98 INTERNET, CITY OF LINCOLN $18.00 LARM BD. MTG., CITY OF SCOTTSBLUFF $1,935.81 EMER MNGT., CITY PAYROLL TRUST $3,703.74 FSA MEDICAL 125, CONNECTING POINT $62.00 COPIER SRV. CONTRACT, COUNCIL OF DEV. $900.00 EB-5 FINANCE WEBCOURSE, CULLIGAN $47.20 SALT, DUTTON LAINSON $4,466.23 SUPP., ECOLAB $228.50 PEST CONTROL, EMBASSY SUITES $522.96 LODGING, ENERGY LAB INC. $456.00 LAB, ENTENMANN ROVIN CO. $471.00 BADGE, ENVIRO SRV. INC. $939.00 WW LAB, ESC ENGINEERING $222.99 RELOAD METER CONFIGURATION, ESRI $2,525.00 TRAINING, EXPEDIA $796.70 CONF., FASTENAL $2,606.66 SUPP., FEDEX $70.33 LAB, FIRST STATE BANK $311.34 IBEW UNION DUES, FLOYDS SALES & SRV. $421.49 G1 RPR., FOSTER LYLE $20.00 WITNESS FEE, FREMONT MOTOR $488.19 INSTRUMENT, FRESH FOODS $97.10 WELLNESS HEALTH SCREENING, GALE $232.41 BOOKS, GERING CITIZEN $368.39 PUBLICATION, GERING COURIER $25.00 RENEWAL, GERING GARDEN CENTER $6,550.00 TREES, GERING PUBLIC SCHOOLS $4,108.00 SCHOOL SHARE LIQ/TOBACCO LICENSE, GERING VALLEY PLUMBING $638.00 REFRIG LEAK SEARCH/RPR., GLENN SHEPARD SEMINARS $299.00 MANAGERS DESK REF., DT DISTRIBUTORS $1,636.00 FIREARMS, HACH CO. $408.35 LAB SUPP., HARDING & SHULTZ $52.00 GEN. LABOR MATTERS, HD SUPPLY WATERWORKS LTD $743.30 MAIN RPR., HEATH PAT $55.00 AWWA CONF., HEILBRUN $810.89 LIGHTS, HOME DEPOT $249.00 VANITY,  I R S $112.11 GARNISHMENT 2, ICMA ELECTRONIC RETIREMENT $516.00 ICMA CITY ADMIN., IDEAL LINEN SUPPLY $327.75 SUPP., INGRAM LIBRARY SRVS. $2,132.17 BOOKS,  INTER. CODE COUNCIL $125.00 ICC MEMBERSHIP, INTERNAL REVENUE SRV. $36,158.12 FED/FICA TAX, INTERSTATE BATTERIES/RAPID $108.95 VEHICLE RPR., INTRALINKS $375.00 COMPUTER SUPPORT, JACOBS AUTOGLASS $170.00 WINDSHIELD RPR., JOB TARGET $329.00 JOB POSTING, JOHN HANCOCK $12,397.04 JH RETIRE 6%, JOHNSON CASHWAY $122.82 SUPP., KATHLEEN A LAOGHLIN $165.00 GARNISHMENT 2, KLASSERT SAM $4,204.15 INSPECTION HRS., KNEB $357.00 DISPLAY AD, KOVARIK, ELLISON & MATHIS $5,762.50 LEGAL, KRIZ-DAVIS CO. $11,224.47 LED FIXTURES, LIGHTHOUSE ELECTRICAL $135.00 INSTALL ESPRESSO OUTLET, LOG CABIN $39.50 MONUMENT MARATHON, LYNN PEAVY CO. $65.88 BLOOD DRAW KIT, MATHESON TRI-GAS $1,059.45 BALER RPRS., MCDONALDS $4.90 LARM BD. MTG., MEAT SHOPPE $27,916.98 CATERING COST, MENARDS $77.05 ANTIFREEZE, MG TRUST CO. $4,925.25 MG T-POLICE, MIDTOWN ANIMAL HOSPITAL $198.19 K9 BLOOD DRAW, MITCHELL REFRIG. $235.78 COOLER REFRIG. LEAK, MONEY WISE $385.29 SUPP., MORRISON CLINT $1,142.21 TIF PASS THROUGH PYMT., MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY $437,612.84 ELECTRIC USAGE, NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION $165.00 RENEWAL NOTICE, NDOR – LODGING $839.47 SEPT CO LODGING TAX, NE CHILD SUPPORT PYMT $677.81 CHILD SUPPORT 1, NE PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT $2,120.45 UTILITIES, NE HHS $600.00 THREE YR AGREEMENT ENGINEER REVW., NE SAFETY/FIRE EQUIP. $165.00 FIRE EXTINGUISHER SRV., NE SAFETY COUNCIL $275.00 SAFETY COUNCIL, NE UNEMPLOYMENT $5,100.00 UNEMPLOYMENT, NEBRASKALAND TIRE $177.04 TIRE, NEMNICH BOB $8.80 REFUND GOLF CART LEASE AGREEMENT, NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS $93.65 SUPP., OCLC INC. $77.36 CATALOGING SUB., PANERA BREAD CAFÉ $13.18 LARM BD MTG., PANHANDLE COOP $3,147.57 DIESEL, PANHANDLE HUMANE SOCIETY $3,170.34 ANIMAL CONTROL/FEES, PETRO OF YORK $66.59 LARM BD OF DIRECTORS, PING $341.95 CLUBS, PIPE WORKS PLUMBING $70.00 RESTAURANT RPRS., PITNEY BOWES $900.00 POSTAGE METER, PITNEY BOWES INC. $162.33 SUPP., POSTMASTER $1,200.00 MAILING PERMITS, POWERPLAN OIB $7,848.81 RPRS., PRESTIGE FLAG $739.29 LOGO FLAGS, PSI-DIGITAL IMAGING SOL. $124.50 INKJET BOND PAPER, QUALITY INN/SUITES $169.90 LODGING, RAMADA INN $87.79 SLEUTH TRAINING, RECORDED BOOKS LLC. $101.62 BOOKS, RIVAS HELANA $20.00 WITNESS FEES, ROBERT THOMASON $116.00 TRAVEL EXP., ROBINSON ELECTRIC $4,741.40 WWTP RPRS., ROGERS JASON $205.00 CONF., SANDBERG IMPLEMENT $1,038.92 STIHL TRIMMERS, SAPP BROTHERS $22.08 LARM BD MEETING, SCOTTS BLUFF CO REGISTER OF DEEDS $26.00 FINAL PLAT, SCOTTS BLUFF CO AMBULANCE SRV. $316.23 AMBULANCE CONTRACT, SCOTTSBLUFF CO SHERIFF OFFICE $242.94 CO COURT FEES, SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL $136.99 SUB., SCOTTS BLUFF TOWING SRV. $145.00 TOW ASSISTANCE, SCOTTSBLUFF/GERING UNITED WAY $17.00 UNITED WAY CONTRIB., SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER $525.00 FINANCIAL SUPPORT, SIMMONS OLSEN LAW FIRM $1,500.00 PROSECUTIONS, SIMON CONTRACTORS $6,113.16 ASPHALT RPR., SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB $1,018.00 FORENSIC PHOTOGRAPH, SOLUTIONS EAP $244.55 COUNSELING, STAPLES CREDIT PLAN $120.96 CARTRIDGES, SUGAR VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT $1,268.08 CREDIT UNION, T AND T CAB CO. $36.70 ASCE TRAINING, TARGET $34.98 VACCUUM, TAYLOR MADE GOLD CO. $962.09 CLUBS, TERRY CARPENTER INC. $650.00 WATER WELL LAND RENT, THE CAFÉ AT THE CORNHUSKER $6.87 LARM BOARD MEETING, THE ROCK PILE $54.75 MAIN RPR., THE WESTGATE HOTEL $760.52 ASCE TRAINING, TITLEIST $96.29 CLUBS, TOTAL LANDSCAPES CONCEPTS $1,282.41 TREES, TWIN CITY DEVELOPMENT $12,500.00 QRTLY DUES, UNCLE NEALS $68.00 FUEL, USI EDUCATION/GOVERNMENT $38.75 CREATIVE STATION, VALLEY BANK – POLICE $280.00 PO UNION DUES, VALLEY BANK & TRUST $3,726.76 HSA CTRB 125, VAN PELT FENCING $573.50 KEYPAD ENTRY RPRS., VANCE ROBYN $20.00 WITNESS FEE, WALGREENS PHARMACY $12.83 PHOTO PAPER, WALMART $46.63 SUPP., WENDYS $6.62 LARM BD MEETING, WESTCO $10,736.67 DIESEL, WESTERN HERITAGE CREDIT UNION $20.00 PO UNION DUES, WESTERN NE COMM COLLEGE $1,500.00 MULTICULTURAL YOUTH/LEADERSHIP, WESTERN PATHOLOGY CONSULTANTS $59.60 DRUG SCREENING, WILLIAMS DOMINIC $31.00 CDL REIMBURSEMENT, WINCHELL CLEANING SRV. $940.00 CLEANING

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
None

BIDS:
None

CURRENT BUSINESS:
Mayor Mayo moved the Public Works Committee report to the first item under Current Business. 

Public Works Committee report  
Councilmember Gibbs said the Public Works Committee met on October 28. The Committee recommended the sale of four lots at the McKinley site with silent bids; the lots will be sold for a minimum of $10,000 per lot along with various other specifications in the bid document.  The Committee also discussed the After-hours Services Fees Ordinance and SCADA.  The Committee recommends that the purchase of a new SCADA system be declared an emergency.

Public Works Director, Pat Heath, said he received a letter in September from C3 Ilex.  They have been our SCADA provider for many years.  It’s a computer-base system that monitors our system, notifies us if there's an alarm, etc.  The company has notified the City that as of December 20, 2013, they are getting out of the SCADA business; there will be no more technical or parts support for the system.  Mr. Heath said without them, the system won't operate if we have a problem. The parts and programming are proprietary; to get the codes it would cost over $70,000.  The PLC system is another form of SCADA called a Programmable Logic Controller.  It’s very similar to SCADA but the PLC system is much more reliable and low maintenance and the PLC system won't get bugs.  The other advantage is the PLC is much more affordable.  Mr. Heath said contract documents are out for bid right now; it should come in under $100,000.  It's not a computer-based system so it won't fail if the computer fails.  He’s recommending a new PLC system for the City; if we don't go this way we're relying on something we can't repair or get repaired in a short amount of time if something goes wrong.  We don't want to take the chance and have the system fail this summer when we have high pumping.  Councilmember Morrison asked if the systems are compatible with each other.  Mr. Heath replied they are not.  One of the companies they're looking at has a base here so they can service it quickly.  Mr. Heath stated that we're doing this on emergency; we don't have time to do the full procurement process.  We’ll award the bid at the next Council meeting, we’re opening bids on the 20th of November.  

Councilmember Gibbs said the Public Works Committee also discussed underground electric installation in blind alleys; it's in the budget to do this.  Many of the poles need replaced.  By putting these lines underground it will be of mutual benefit for the customer and the City.  Since the change wasn’t requested by the customer, Electric Superintendent Ron Doggett would like to pay for this out of his budget unless Council has objections.  Councilmember Gibbs said this will also make it easier to access the lines.  Pat Heath said most of the alleys are in the center part of town where backyards abut each other.  It's also a safety factor so City staff don't have to climb those poles; some of the poles are rotten and could cause a potential hazard.  Mayor Mayo said Mr. Doggett will try to do it on a rotating basis, but will get started this year.  

1. Amend Ordinance 1951 to Ordinance 1943 approving new language regarding after hours services fees to said ordinance and correcting a scribner’s error.  There are two passed and approved Ordinances with the same Ordinance No. 1951  
Mayor Mayo entertained a motion to amend as written in Service Charges, Section 1 paragraph (d) second sentence and adopt Ordinance No. 1943, an Ordinance to correct a scribner’s error correcting two passed and approved ordinances with the same ordinance number.  Ordinance No. 1943 is not currently assigned to an ordinance in the Official Ordinance Book.  

Councilmember Gibbs made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 1943 entitled:  An ordinance to establish after hours services charges:  Providing for publication in pamphlet form and providing for an effective date of November 12, 2013.  Seconded by 
Councilmember McFarland.  

Discussion:  Councilmember McFarland said she would like to be as customer friendly as we can be.  She and Councilmember Gibbs have discussed requesting a 72 business-hour notice to shut off a utility and not charge for it.  This is only for non-emergency, not if a resident is able to provide notice.  Pat Heath said number two in the ordinance is what we charge when a resident wants the water shut off for an extended period of time.  The City has to physically pull the meter and bring it back to the shop.  He doesn't believe they charge for fires or emergencies, but there is a fee if they have to rebuild the meter.  When we do charge, there’s only a one-time fee, not a fee to disconnect and a fee to re-connect.   As far as a plumber or resident needing water shut off during business hours, we don't charge; we only charge if it’s on the weekend or holiday because we’re paying an employee over-time.  If a customer has a leak, we don't charge.  Mr. Heath said sometimes Ron Doggett gets partial power calls for homes; he will charge on those cases to dispatch a service person out.  Mayor Mayo said it would be no different than paying an electrician; we should charge too.  Councilmember McFarland said the ordinance as it is now needs to be cleaned up.  

Councilmember Gibbs withdrew his motion, Councilmember McFarland withdrew her second.  The ordinance will be worked out at the committee level and brought back to the Council at a later time.  

Councilmember McFarland moved to table Ordinance No. 1943. Seconded by Councilmember Morrison.  There was no discussion.   The Mayor called the vote.  “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Cowan.  Abstaining: None.  Motion carried.

2. Approve City of Gering Contract Documents for the sale of lots at the former McKinley School site
Motion by Councilmember McFarland to approve contract documents for sale of lots at the former McKinley School site.  Seconded by Councilmember Morrison.  

Discussion:  Councilmember McFarland said the document outlines a completion date of January, 2015 and there are liquidated damages added to it.  Councilmember Gibbs said we want successful bidders to build something on the lots relatively quickly.  City Engineer, Paul Snarr, said these four homes don't apply to the grant; the City would have to supply the materials if they did.  Three of the lots are under construction, the High School will do another house next year and may do more than that.  Mr. Snarr said they're also talking to Magnolia as a possibility.  Not all of the houses will have basements; it's up to whomever buys the lots if they want basements or not.  There is a size limit and a minimum of a single car garage either attached or detached.  There is no limit on how many lots a bidder can bid on.  

The Mayor called the vote.  “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Cowan.  Abstaining: None.  Motion carried.

Mr. Snarr said we'll advertise for three weeks and publish it four times in two papers.






Item b under Committee Reports and Councilmember comments: 
b. Motion to approve emergency purchase of PLC system 

Motion to approve emergency purchase of PLC system by Councilmember Gibbs,  second by Councilmember Morrison.  There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote.  “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Cowan.  Abstaining: None.  Motion carried.

CLOSED SESSION:

REPORTS OF STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND STANDING COMMITTEES:   
1. Department/Staff Reports (informational only) 
Reports were given by Pat Heath, George Holthus and Paul Snarr	
2. Committee Reports & Council Member Comments
	a. Public Works Committee report (moved by the Mayor on the agenda)
	b. Motion to approve emergency purchase of PLC system (moved by the Mayor on the
	     agenda)
3. Administrator’s Report
4. Mayor’s Report
Mayor Mayo reported that SEH is in town and doing their preliminary walk about of Gering including a look at structures and infrastructures for the Downtown Revitalization Plan.  There’s another meeting with representatives from SEH on Thursday, November 14 at 9:00 a.m. at the Civic Center if Council would like to attend.  

ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Christensen, second by Councilmember Morrison. There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote.  “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Cowan.  Abstaining: None.  Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at Adjourn at 7:53 p.m.


														
								Edwin Mayo, Mayor
ATTEST:


							
Kathleen J. Welfl, City Clerk

