THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, September 23, 2013

A regular meeting of the City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on September 23, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Gering City Hall at 1025 P Street, Gering.  Present were Mayor Mayo and Councilmembers Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  Also present were City Administrator Lane Danielzuk, City Clerk Kathy Welfl and City Attorney, Jim Ellison.  Absent were Councilmembers McFarland and Cowan.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Gering Citizen, the designated method of giving notice.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Mayo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The Mayor noted that there was a quorum of the Council and City business could be conducted.  

There were no Council absences to excuse.

OPEN MEETINGS ACT-NEBRASKA REV. STATUATE CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14
Mayor Mayo indicated Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 84, Article 14, requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room and he indicated where the Open Meetings Act is posted.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS:
None.

CONSENT AGENDA:
(Items under the Consent Agenda are proposed for adoption by one action for all items unless any member of Council requests that an item be considered separately.)
1. Approve minutes of the September 9, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting
2. Approve Claims 
3. Financials
4. Agreement with Sam Klassert

Motion by Councilmember Christensen to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.   Absent:  McFarland and Cowan.  Motion carried.  

Claims: 
9-4-13 TO 9-17-13
ADAMS ELECTRIC $760.00 INSTALL TEMP POWER POLE, AIRGAS INTERMOUNTAIN INC. $56.53 OXYGEN, ALLO COMM. $759.00 INTERNET CHRG., ARAPAHOE PLUMBING SALES $922.00 HEAT EXCHANGER, B & C STEEL $22.75 EQUIP. RPR., BENZEL PEST CONTROL $102.90 PEST CONTROL, BLUFFS SANITARY SUPPLY $228.85 SUPP., BROADWAY OFFICE $394.52 TONER/INK, BROWN/NELSON ELECTRIC $443.35 ELEC. MOTER, BUDGET TIRE $103.00 RPR., CHARTER COMM. $ 203.27 INTERNET/TV CHRG., CITY OF GERING $7.50 COPIES, CITY OF GERING – GEN. AC. $ 65,000.00 TRANSFER FUNDS ACH PAYROLL, CITY PAYROLL TRUST $ 3,738.97 FSA MEDICAL 125, CLEVELAND GOLF $57.00 GOLF BALLS, COLORADO POWERLINE INC. $1,934.31 U STREET OH TO UG, COULTER INC. $535.24 WATER LEVEL PROBE, CREDIT MANAGEMENT SRV. $174.99 GARNISHMENT, CRESCENT ELECTRIC SUPPLY $363.85 BULD 3M DIR. BURY, CULLIGAN $52.40 SALT, D & H ELECTRONICS $21.88 CABLE, DALES TIRE $2,349.12 G9 NEW TIRES, DITCH WITCH $192.28 TESTING, DOOLEY OIL $150.00 GREASE, DUTTON-LAINSON CO. $71.31 SPOOL INSULATORS, ENCYCLPAEDIA BRITANNICA $340.00 BOOKS, ENERGY LABORATORIES INC. $456.00 WATER LAB, ENVIRO SRV. INC. $924.00 WW LAB, ERIN HINZE $42.80 INDUSTRIAL BACK BRACE, FASTENAL CO. $2.94 PARTS, FELKINS INVESTMENTS LLC $32.48 OVERPAID FINAL, FILLBRO CONSTURCTION $33,559.01 PLCE FTGS/BSMT-GRGE FLR/WINDW, FIRST STATE BANK $340.00 IBEW UNION DUES, FLOYDS SALES $594.89 RPR., FRAASS HEATING & COOLING $611.78 RPR. COOLING UNITS, FRANK IMPLEMENT $14.32 MOWER CABLE, GALE $64.76 BOOKS, GARYS CLEANING $3,000.00 CARPET CLEANING, GERING CITIZEN $645.88 LEGALS, GERING VALLEY PLUMBING $200.00 CENTRAL PLANT RPR, GFOA $100.00 GAAFR NEWSLETTER, HAN URI TOUR & TRAVEL $210.00 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, HARRINGTON INDUSTRIAL $83.16 CENTRAL PLANT RPR., HD SUPPLY $250.25 METER RPR., HEILBRUN $5,855.88 UTV RPR., HODGES & IRVINE $325.00 RESERVATION BOOK, HONEY-WAGON EXPRESS $120.00 CLEAN GREASE TRAP, IRS $114.54 GARNISHMENT 2, ICMA ELECTRONIC RETIREMENT $504.14 ICMA CITY ADMIN., IDEAL LINEN $123.21 SUPP., INTERNAL REVENUE SRV. $39,903.11 FED/FICA TAX, INTRALINKS $2,550.75 COMPUTER, JAMES JACKSON $38.29 FUEL/FOOD REIMBURSEMENT, JIRDON $984.10 MALLET QT, JOHN CRANE INC. $1,261.77 CENTRAL PLANT RPR., JOHN HANCOCK $12,730.11 JH RETIRE 6%, JOHN MEJIA $1,552.75 CITY BUSINESS TRIP, JOHNSON CASHWAY $646.57 CHAMBFER STRIP, KATHLEEN A LAUGHLIN $165.00 GARNISHMENT 2, KATHY WASSERBURGER $62.15 MILEAGE, KEMBEL SAND & GRAVEL $954.76 MASONARY SAND, KOVARIK, ELLISON & MATHIS $2,888.75 RETAINAGE/CITY ATTORNEY, KRIZ-DAVIS $12,259.74 LED FIXTURE, LL JOHNSON $179.48 COOLANT RESERVOIR, LIGHTHOUSE ELECTRIC $53.90 DUPLICATE EL. PERMIT, MARIETTA CONSTRUCTION $8,455.00 BOOSTER STATION, MASEK GOLF CAR CO. $11.52 HOLDER, MATHESON TRI-GAS $112.09 HAZARDOUS MATERIAL, MEAT SHOPPE $24,658.44 MANAGEMENT CONTRACT, MENARDS $149.97 TRUCK A/C, MG TRUST CO. $4,747.94 MG-T POLICE, MIZUNO USA $500.00 RETRO HEADS/SHAFTS, MPS $264.89 BOOKS, MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY SRV.$349.00 FIRE RESISTIVE DRI SHIRTS, NDEQ FISCAL SRV. $7,600.00 ANNUAL OPERATING FEE, NDOR – LODGING $778.64 COUNTY LODGING TAX, NDOR – WASTE REDUCTION/RECY $25.00 WASTE REDUCTION/RECYCLING FEE, NE CHILD SUPPORT PYMT. $677.81 CHILD SUPPORT 1, NE PUBLIC POWER DIST. $209.33 RENTAL ELEC.,NE SWANA $125.00 SWANA CONF., NE SAFETY/FIRE EQUIP. $1,049.75 INSTALL DA/DVD RECORDER, NE MACHINERY CO. $2,450.00 2 YR/WARRENTY EXT., NEBR MUNICIPAL POWER $529.67 TRAINING GROUP DUES, NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS $65.79 PIPE FITTINGS, ONE CALL CONCEPTS $111.85 LOCATE FEES, PANHANDLE COOP $15.80 FUEL, PANHANDLE HUMANE SOCIETY $2,777.92 ANIMAL CONTROL/FEES, PEGLER-SYSCO FOOD SRV. $263.78 SOAP, PITNEY BOWES $900.00 POSTAGE METER, POSTMASTER $1,200.00 MAILING PERMITS, POWERPLAN OIB $486.50 TRUCK RENTAL, PROTEX CENTRAL $135.00 FIRE ALARM INSPECTION, QUEST INC. $207.74 GRIP SLING, R & C WELDING $452.50 CRANE/MANBASKET ATCH, RANDOM HOUSE $12.00 BOOKS, RESPOND FIRST AID SYSTEMS $70.80 FIRST AID SUP., RICH HURT $112.00 SWANA CONF., RODRIQUEZ SERGIO $440.44 TRAVEL EXP/CONF., ROOSEVELT PUTLIC POWER DIST. $31.88 UTILITIES, RTS SHEARING $ 153,900.00 DEMOLISH SCHOOL BUILDING, SCB CO AMBULANCE SRV. $316.23 AMBULANCE CONTRACT, SCOTTSBLUFF/GERING UNITED WAY $24.00 CONTRIB., SCS ENGINEERS $102,345.68 MCKINLEY ASBESTOS ABATEMENT, SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER $525.00 FINANCIAL SUPPORT, SIMON CONTRACTORS $2,622.00 CONCRETE, SNARR PAUL $48.00 TRAVEL EXP/CONF., SOLOMON CORP. $2,198.85 POLEMOUNT, STAPLES CREDIT PLAN $23.97 FOLDERS, STAR HERALD $1,566.77 AD/POLICE OFFICER, STATE FIRE MARSHAL TRAINING $100.00 TESTING FEES, STATE OF NE/DAS COMM. $398.54 PHONE CHRG., SUGAR VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT $1,268.08 CREDIT UNION, TERRY CARPENTER INC. $650.00 WATER WELL LAND RENT, THE ROCK PILE $189.40 CONCRETE FINES, TOMMYS JOHNNYS $265.00 SRV., VALLEY BANK – POLICE $280.00P PO UNION DUES, VALLEY BANK & TRUST CO $24,021.93 SINKING FUND, VERIZON WIRELESS $320.84 CELL PHONE CHRG., WARBURTON MASONRY $440.00 TANK RPR., WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL $331.41 COPIER LEASE AGREEMENT, WESTCO $15,952.70 FUEL, WINCHELL CLEANING SRV. $720.00 CLEANING, YEOMAN ELECTRONICS INC. $249.00 REBUILT DRIVE ON SATELLITE

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

CURRENT BUSINESS:
1. Approve Ordinance 1972 – Amend Sewer Service Charge
2. Approve Ordinance 1973 – Amend Landfill Fees
3. Approve Ordinance 1974 – Amend Electric Rates

The Mayor entertained a motion to adopt Ordinance #1972, 1973 and 1974. 

Councilmember Gibbs made a motion to introduce Ordinance No.’s 1972, 1973 and 1974 entitled:  An Ordinance to authorize amending fees for residential, commercial and industrial sewer service charges, amend the fees charged for the use of the City landfill and adjust existing electrical rates; repealing ordinance No. 1963; providing for publication in pamphlet form and providing for effective date thereof. Seconded by Council member Allred.  The Mayor called the vote. “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Morrison. “NAYS”: None. Abstaining: None.  Absent: McFarland and Cowan.  Motion carried.

Councilmember Shields moved that the Ordinance be designated as Ordinance Numbers 1972, 1973 and 1974 and the title thereof approved, and that the Statutory Rule requiring Ordinances to be fully and distinctly read on three different days be dispensed with, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Morrison.  A roll call vote was called: “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred Shields Morrison, “NAYS”: None, Absent: McFarland and Cowan. Abstaining: None.  Motion carried.


The motion to suspend the statutory rule having been concurred in by three-fourths of all members elected to the Council, was, by the Mayor declared to have carried.  Whereupon Ordinance Numbers 1972, 1973 and 1974 were read by title only.
 
Councilmember Smith moved that the Ordinance be passed as read, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Christensen.  The Mayor stated:  “The question is shall Ordinance No.s 1972, 1973 and 1974 be passed and adopted?”  The Mayor called the vote. “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Morrison. “NAYS”: None.  Abstaining: None.  Absent: McFarland and Cowan. Motion carried.
	
The passage and adoption of the Ordinance having been concurred in by a majority of all members elected to the Council was by the Mayor declared passed 

The above and foregoing was passed at a regular meeting of the City Council at their regular meeting place at 7:00 P.M. on the 23rd day of September, 2013.

4. Proposed agreement with Mitchell on Sanitation 

Motion by Councilmember Gibbs to approve the proposed agreement with Mitchell on Sanitation.  Seconded by Councilmember Morrison.  

Discussion:  Rick Hurt, Sanitation Director, said this will go into effect in February, 2014. We’re going to increase Mitchell’s commercial rates to match ours at some point; probably in two years.  The Public Works Committee recommended that as well.

The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Morrison.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent:  McFarland and Cowan.  Motion carried.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. TCD/City of Gering (McKinley) Residential Construction Project

Rawnda Pierce presented an update to Council.  She said they’re ready and hoping to do the first draw down this week.  They have several bills that have accumulated; a portion of land, dirt work, footings, etc. can be paid.  

Mike Sarchet gave an update of the building progress.  He said the High School classes have done a very commendable job so far with excellent quality.  He added that not only our community suppliers, but other suppliers, have been very cooperative and reasonable in pricing.   The project is a little ahead of schedule of this time.  

Ms. Pierce said there are options to consider.  The High School has committed to three houses over two years.  The contract says we have to build five houses; there are ten lots on the layout.  We’ve had calls from contractors wanting to know if they can purchase lots.  The State says the City is obligated to do five homes.  If we put the lots out for sale with stipulations that construction has to be started and completed in a certain amount of time, we could potentially finish this project a lot sooner than if we applied for Phase II funding.  She stated that she talked to the rep of the Housing Department and she said if we could jump start the project with DED funds and then have the private sector come in, that would be fine.  There is potential that we could put five of the lots up for sale, but we need stipulations.  Ms. Pierce said she talked to Paul Snarr; Habitat for Humanity is possibly interested in one lot.  By selling lots it could also help the City recoup some land costs.  We have to keep the lots affordable and keep the houses in line with what’s already being built there.  The City could do a silent bid, a minimum, etc.  

Councilmember Gibbs asked if we’re pressed for time to apply for Phase II.  Ms. Pierce said we’d have to know by February roughly.   He feels her suggestion of completing construction by a certain time and selling the lots is a good idea.  Councilmember Allred asked if one company could bid on more than one; she replied that we can set those parameters.  

The Public Works Committee will look at the idea of selling lots.  Councilmember Morrison said most significant is sticking to the timeline.  

On another note, Mr. Sarchet stated that we’re working on a Brownfield’s Assessment Grant.  He said we need to take the steps to move forward with doing something about selected properties to ensure future growth and development.  This assessment will look at the Auction House and Westco sites.  It will help us get the asbestos testing started.  Representatives paid by the NDEQ recently visited the Auction House and Westco along with Packerland and one privately-owned facility, and they collected samples.  Mr. Sarchet said this shows we’re moving forward with or without the grant.  It positions us for a Clean-up grant a year from this October.  This can include the two City properties ( Auction House and Westco) which could prepare them for demolition; all of it would be paid through the grants.  By doing it this way there won’t be questions about liability and we know what has been done; it positions us to move forward.  He said when site selectors look at an area, they look first at the Brownfields Program.  

The MOU is simply a requirement by the EPA grant to list that all three communities are doing a cooperative effort to move forward on these grant funds to do assessment on contaminated properties.  They simply need it signed to include with the grant application.  Gering is designated as the host community; any properties in Scottsbluff or Terrytown can be added.  There will be a public meeting on Oct. 3 from 6-8 p.m. at the Harms Center; Council Members are welcome to attend.  

Motion by Councilmember Gibbs to approve having the Mayor sign the MOU.  Seconded by Councilmember Morrison. The Mayor called the vote. “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Morrison. “NAYS”: None.  Abstaining: None.  Absent: McFarland and Cowan.  Motion carried.

CLOSED SESSION:
(Council reserves the right to enter into closed session if deemed necessary.)

REPORTS OF STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND STANDING COMMITTEES:   
1. Department/Staff Reports (informational only)	
	Paul Snarr and Kathy Welfl gave reports
2. Committee Reports & Council Member Comments
	Councilmember shields asked if we’ve looked at hiring someone to train with Sam 
      Klassert as no one else has his knowledge or expertise.  The Mayor replied that the City
      Administrator has been working on that.


3. Administrator’s Report
	Administrator Danielzuk reported on the success of the High Point Welcome Tourism
     Center in Kimball. 
4. Mayor’s Report
	The Mayor reported on:
· The recent State of the Valley event
· An upcoming RFP to update our electrical system and potential savings
· There will be a Planning Session for Council on the fifth Monday, September 30, 2013.
· He and the City Administrator attended the Tax Modernization Committee at the Harms Center 
· The League of Municipalities will meet in La Vista October 9-11.

ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Christensen.  Seconded by Councilmember Smith. There was no discussion.   The Mayor called the vote. “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Morrison. “NAYS”: None.  Abstaining: None.  Absent: McFarland and Cowan. Motion carried.


The meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m.

														
								Edwin Mayo, Mayor
ATTEST:
							
Kathleen J. Welfl, City Clerk

