THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, May 24, 2013

A regular meeting of the Gering City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on May 24, 2013 at 12:00 Noon at the Gering City Hall at 1025 P Street, Gering.  Present were Mayor Mayo and Councilmembers Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan. Also present were City Administrator Lane Danielzuk, City Clerk Kathy Welfl and City Attorney, Jim Ellison.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Gering Citizen, the designated method of giving notice.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Mayo called the meeting to order at 12:00 Noon and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The Mayor noted that there was a quorum of the Council and City business could be conducted.  

OPEN MEETINGS ACT-NEBRASKA REV. STATUATE CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14
Mayor Mayo indicated Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 84, Article 14, requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room and he indicated where the Open Meetings Act is posted.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mayor Mayo presented a check to the Kimball County Visitors Committee for $10,000 for the tourism center they maintain to help direct tourism our way.  Approval of the funds was previously approved by Council.

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Approve minutes of the May 13, 2013 Regular Council Meeting
2. Approve Claims, 5-10-13 – 5-17-13
3. Financial Statements
4. Special Designated Liquor License – Caddies Bar & Grill 
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember McFarland moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Christensen. There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote: “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
 
Claims:
5-10-13 – 5-17-13
ACCUSTAR SURVEYING $500.00 SURVEY OF CELL 5, AIRGAS USA LLC $59.66 ACETYLENE, ALAMAR UNIFORMS $87.13 UNIFORMS, AMERICAN DRY GOODS $816.72 HEADWEAR, APRIL BUHR $75.00 REFUND RV ROOM, B & C STEEL $598.48 SUPP., BENZEL PEST CONTROL $102.90 SRV., BLUFFS SANITARY SUPPLY $599.42 SUPP., BRIDGESTONE GOLF $297.00 GOLF BALLS, C3-ILEX $1,605.62 SCADA RPR., CADDIES $1,360.00 FOOD FOR MENS ASSOC. ANNUAL MTG., CEN CON OF KANSAS $6,300.00 BORE, CENTURY LINK $2,056.27 APRIL PHONE, CHARTER COMM. $395.38 TV & INTERNET CHRG., CITY OF GERING $150.00 POOL REGISTER, CITY OF GERING – GEN. ACC. $65,000.00 TRANSFER FOR ACH, CLEVELAND GOLF $241.03 GOLF CLUBS, CONNECTING POINT $340.00 TONER, CONSOLIDATED SRVS. $506.97 CLUB HOUSE CLEANING, CONTRACTORS MATERIALS $113.00 ASPHALT RAKES, CRESCENT ELECTRIC $1,701.71 GE JABOW CT, CULLIGAN $72.05 SALT, DALES TIRE $50.95 RPR., DANKO EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT $210.31 FIRE HOSE ADAPTER, DEINES IRRIGATION $237.50 WELL RPR., DHHS $80.00 POOL CERTIFICATION, DITCH WITCH OF NE. $457.74 PARTS, DOCU-SHRED $23.00 SRV., DOOLEY OIL $2,671.88 FUEL, DUTTON-LAINSON CO. $969.69 METER SOCKET, ECOLAB $228.50 SRV., ENERGY LABORATORIES INC. $557.00 METALS, ENVIRO SRV. $864.00 LAB, ETHOS USA INC. $468.70 JR. GOLF CLUBS, ECALIBUR FLORAL $1,000.00 DECORATIONS, FARMERS IRRIGATION $125.00 OVERPYMT OF REFUND, FASTENAL $471.17 TOOLS,  FERGUSON SIGNS $4,280.00 RESTAURANT & PRO SHOP SIGNS, FIRST STATE BANK $338.96 IBEW UNION DUES, FIRST WIRELESS $668.67 RADIO, FLOYDS SALES & SRV. $160,235.56 FREIGHLINER, FORT DEARBORN $127.28 INS. PREM., FREMONT MOTORS $27,877.68 PICKUP, GALE $48.57 BOOKS, GEM LTD $8,185.00 PYMT ½ WATERLINE, GERING CITIZEN $304.56 LEGAL, GERING VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. $190.00 COMM. TRAINING, GREATAMERICA LEASING CORP. $178.49 CANON FAX, HALE MULTI MEDIA $220.00 WEBSITE, HARIMON RICK $1,100.00 APRIL CLEANING, HAWKINS INC. $2,792.70 WATER CHEMICALS, HD SUPPLY WATERWORKS $1,043.94 MAIN RPR., HEILBRUN $2,167.43 BATTERY, HENNINGS CONSTRUCTION $63,531.92 MAIN RPLMENT., IRS $114.54 GARNISHMENT, ICMA ELECTRONIC RETIREMENT $474.14 ICMA CITY ADMIN., IDEAL LINEN SUPPLY $417.25 SUPP., INDEPENDENT PLUMBING $11.50 COUPLING, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $42,054.07 FED/FICA TAX, JACKS UNIFORMS $308.17 INTERSECTORS, JAMES JACKSON $315.00 EDUCATIONAL ASSIST., JI SPECIAL RISK INSURANCE $375.00 BOND, JOHN HANCOCK $12,510.00 JH RETIRE 6%, JOHN MEJIA $654.62 TRAVEL REIMB., JOHNSON CASHWAY $41.02 PARTS, KATHLEEN LAUGHLIN $165.00 GARNISHMENT 2, KIRK BARGE $150.00 TREE REBATE, KOVARIK ELLISON MATHIS $1,503.69 UPRR LEASE, KRIZ DAVIS CO. $10,584.11 PARTS, LL JOHNSON $728.74 RPR. TIMING, LANE DANIELZUK $148.00 NCMA CONF., LEAGUE OF NE. MUN. $90.00 PARKS & REC WORKSHOP, LIGHTHOUSE ELECTRIC $179.10 JOURNEYMAN LABOR & MATERIALS, LUCILLE HAUN $220.00 REFUND, LYNN GARTON $55.00 MASEK GOLF CAR CO. $165.06 CLUTCH INSTALL KIT, MATHESON TRI-GAS $236.52 SAFETY SUPP., MEAT SHOPPE $29,833.10 ANNIV. DINNER BUFFET, MENARDS $29.88 SUPP., MERRICK & CO. $301.50 BOOSTER STATION UPGRADE, MG TRUST CO $4,755.56 MG-T POLICE, MIKE MCKEE $55.00 , MONEY WISE $36.48 SUPP., MONUMENT INN $154.00 LODGING,  MONUMENT SHADOWS $2,484.00 DUES & LEAGUE FEES, MUNOZ CONSTRUCTION $13,283.94 CLUB HOUSE RPR., MURPHY TRACTOR $1,356.54 RPR., MUSIC & MORE $200.00 DELIVERY, NE CHILD SUPPORT PYMT. $384.16 CHILD SUPPORT 1, NE PLANNING & ZONING $570.00 REGISTRATION, NE PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT $182.31 RENTAL ELECTRIC, NE SAFETY/FIRE EQUIPMENT $288.00 FIRE ALARM INSPECTIONS, NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS $74.03 PARTS & SRV., OFF BROADWAY $350.91 SUPP., OREGON TRAIL PLUMBING $1,889.00 SRV., PANHANDLE CLERKS ASSOC. $36.00 JACKETS, PANHANDLE CONCRETE PRODUCTS $524.30 TRANSFORMER PAD, PANHANDLE HUMANE SOCIETY $2,777.92 ANIMAL CONTROL FEES, PAUL REED CONSTRUCTION $289,373.78 CELL 6, PAYROLL CHECKS $20,173.78 CHECKS 5-15-13, PAYROLL CHECKS $96,104.86 CHECKS 5-17-13, PING $269.79 GOLF CLUBS, PRINT BROKER $7,228.00 DAYPACK PICNIC COOLER, PRINT EXPRESS $107.80 CARDS, PURCHASE POWER $694.26, ROOSEVELT PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT $22.34 ENERGY CHRG., SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY COURT $179.22 GARNISHMENT, SCOTTSBLUFF TOWING SRV. $65.00 TOW CHRG., SECRETARY OF STATE $30.00 BIENNIAL FEE, SENTIMENTAL REFLECTIONS $30.00 BOOK, SHERWIN WILLIAMS $171.83 PARTS/PAINT MACHINE, SOLUTIONS EAP $244.55 SRV., SOURCE GAS $1,185.40 USAGE & RPRS 1320 N ST, STAPLES $356.40 SUPP., STATE OF NE/DAS COMMUNICATION $253.83 NETWORK SRV. CHRG., STEEL GRILL $1,411.00 APPREC. DINNER, STUART C IRBY CO $3,286.18 CABINET, PRIMARY, ARRESTER, SUGAR VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT $1,718.08 CREDIT UNION, TAYLOR MADE GOLF CO. $2,290.85 WOMENS CLOTHING, TEACHERS CORNER $11.67 SUPP., TEAM CHEVROLET $164.39 SUPP., THOMPSON GLASS $92.02 INSTALL CUSTOMERS MIRROR, TITEIST $455.05 GOLF BALLS, ULTRA MAX 2,380.00 40 S & W 165 GR FMJ-LE, US BANK $298.73 CONTRACT PYMT., VALLEY BANK – POLICE $300.00 PO UNION DUES, VALLEY BANK & TRUST CO $16,547.48 APRIL SINKING FUND, VERIZON WIRELESS $192.31 PHONE BILL, WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL $138.41 LEASE CHRG., WEST COAST TRENDS $584.57 GOLF TOWELS, WINCHELL CLEANING SRV. $1,050.00 APRIL CLEANING

PUBLIC HEARING

BIDS

CURRENT BUSINESS
1. Comments from Terrytown Mayor – Kent Greenwalt
Mayor Greenwalt expressed appreciation from the City of Terrytown for Gering’s effort to get LB840 funds for Terrytown such as getting the Pond running again.  Terrytown isn't currently getting any LB840 funds and this will be a big help to Terrytown.  Mayor Greenwalt stated that he feels like they have a great relationship with the City of Gering and they appreciate it a lot.

2. Citizen Agenda Item – Stan Stricker
3. Citizen Agenda Item – Vivianna Palomo
Stan Stricker addressed Council and thanked them for all they do.   He stated that the house across the street from him has been vacated.  The house next to it has nothing in it.  He doesn't know what Council came up with or how they'll handle it, but the value of his property and others is going down.  The grass is very tall.  He addressed the Mayor and said that he has the option to do what's right and wants to know what he's going to do.  Ms. Palomo stated that she comes back to Gering every two years, but has concerns.  Her parents worked hard on their property.  She said 910 and 920 K Street look horrific; it brings shame to the community.  Her concern is the rats and snakes.  Rats bring disease and attract snakes.  Her concern is the safety of the community and herself.  She wants someone to get the weeds and trash out of the way.  She suggested using pesticide to take care of the rats; she hasn't seen snakes, just rats.  She stated that she’s not sure what is going on with Mr. Carpenter, but the houses look horrible and are unsafe.  When she entered one of the homes the floor in the kitchen is just dirt, there's not even a floor.  She asked the Council to demolish it or do whatever they need to do as a Council.  She suggested putting a walking path where the houses are now and dedicate it to the men and women in Gering who have served in the military.  Mayor Mayo said the health and safety of the community is very important.  Councilmember Morrison said something has to be done.  

City Attorney, Jim Ellison, reminded Council that Mr. Carpenter moved to Alaska and abandoned the properties two years ago.  The Council was faced with how to deal with it.  The ownership of the property is in the names of people who are deceased; there is no one here living to deal with it.  Estates have been set up and the City has involved Max Carpenter.  Mr. Carpenter was going to come in February but broke his ankle.  He's the appointed representative of the estates.  Mr. Ellison stated that the inside has been cleaned out as far as personal possessions that they want to keep.  In the meantime the City has been negotiating with Mr. Carpenter with respect to these properties.  Mr. Ellison said we have a zoning issue; there are people interested in purchasing but no one has come forth.  Mr. Carpenter could deed the property to the City but that hasn't happened yet.  In the last month there have been two individuals who came forward who might purchase the properties.  He added that it has been quite a process and the City has tried to work with the representative but he's working with local people to do something on this matter. 

Ms. Palomo said something needs to happen.  The new sod they put in is now infested with dandelions.  She said we can't wait on Mr. Carpenter.  She will be back sometime in July; she hopes by then the Council will take serious action.  Councilmember Morrison asked Mr. Ellison if Mr. Carpenter is willing to sell this property and if there's a buyer, what is holding it up?  Mr. Ellison doesn't know what discussion has taken place between Mr. Winters and Mr. Carpenter.  They need to comply with zoning and non-conforming use.  

Mr. Winters said he does not have a signed contract yet.  He said that Mr. Carpenter wanted to see what this meeting was about.  Mr. Winters said he plans to demolish one house and fix the other and sell it.  He understands there’s a zoning issue.  He'd like to fix it up and get it back on the tax roll; he's willing to take that risk.  City Engineer, Paul Snarr, said that entire block is zoned commercial except for the home on the east end of the block; it was changed in 2010 to RM, so they are non-compliant.  Administrator Danielzuk said Council has been through this before; at this point it's a non-conforming use.  Residential units can't get the title work accomplished because it's zoned different.  He said they’ve had that problem off and on throughout Gering.  Mr. Snarr said there will be asbestos and mold issues.  Councilmember Allred said it sounds like Mr. Winters is taking positive steps to acquire this property and make it to a non-condemned status; that's his investment, it has nothing to do with City Council.  

Mr. Stricker asked Council how long is it going to take them to make up their mind.  Councilmember Gibbs said we do not own the property; we have no right to go in and demolish the property.  Ms. Palomo said she would like someone to clean it up for now, if it gets sold that's fine too.  Mayor Mayo said if the City goes in and cleans it up prior to the sale that would be incurred in the cost with the property.  Administrator Danielzuk said the remediation issues we can deal with, but with the process part there are two sides working against the middle.  From a time frame standpoint he does not have an immediate answer; the process has been going on for months.  Administrator Danielzuk said we will do this as expeditiously as possible, we have a process we have to follow and that's what we're going to do.  

Mr. Ellison said Mr. Carpenter has been a little slow and difficult but he has been in contact.  He's been properly appointed as a representative of this estate; if he doesn’t comply, if he doesn't do something in a timely manner, there is a process that he can be removed but it would take a court order and it's not the best process to take.  Mr. Ellison said if we can work something out with Mr. Winters then maybe we can get this accomplished in fairly short order.  If too much time goes by, then we may have to take action.  Mr. Winters said he thinks if we got the paper work to him then maybe we could get this done.  Mayor Mayo said it's not fair for the public to incur more costs in addition to the costs already incurred trying to get a hold of him, etc.  Mr. Snarr said we could have crews clean up dandelions and spray, but we do have quite a bit of money wrapped up in this already.  In the meantime, Mr. Carpenter is the personal representative, if he found a buyer, he can do that.  Mayor Mayo said we can bring this up on the next Council agenda. 

4. Baler Re-line Sole Source contract approval
Rick Hurt, Sanitation Director, said he would like to get Council approval on going forward with a quote from Recovery Systems Companies, the Sole Source provider for the Baler Re-line. 
Freight may be as much as $2500.  

Councilmember McFarland moved to issue a purchase order not to exceed $45,000 for the Re-line of the baler.  Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  

Discussion:  Councilmember Gibbs asked if we have the extra money in the budget.  Mr. Hurt said it would be taken out of a couple line items.  He will need to watch his expenses the rest of the year.  

The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred,  Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Shields.  Motion carried.

5. Disposition of City Property and Equipment
Councilmember Gibbs said that the Public Works Committee has a partial recommendation. Due to time constraints on the McKinley property we recommend that the demolition continue.  
The City will seek to establish a policy for disposal of items out of other pre-demolition properties at some point in the near future.  

Motion by Councilmember Gibbs that any interest in purchasing anything out of the McKinley property should be dealt with between the contractor who gets the contract for demolition and the individual parties.   Seconded by Councilmember McFarland.  

Discussion:  Councilmember Christensen asked if we have a contractor for the McKinley project.  Mayor Mayo said it should be forthcoming.  

The vote was called:  “AYES”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred,  Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”:  None.  Absent: Shields.  Motion Carried.

6. Hotel Site:
Administrator Danielzuk discussed the potential hotel site.  He said one thing we've always talked about is having a hotel on a site that the City owns.  The two sites we are familiar with are the HHS property or next to the Civic Center.  The third site is half a City block east of the Civic Center.  Regarding the half a city block there are a couple meetings being planned for stake holders and potential uses going into that site.  With respect to that site, there are more discussions that have to happen regarding  additional uses.  

Councilmember Gibbs said of the three mentioned sites his preference would be the old HHS site.  He said the site to the east side of the Civic Center would probably take too much of the Civic Center parking lot.  As far as the McKee building site he'd rather see that be used for something else.  Administrator Danielzuk said we have some design thoughts related to an expansion of the convention center.  Councilmember McFarland said the HHS property doesn't take away retail space on main street.  Councilmember Morrison said she wouldn't like to see people crossing the busy street and if we use the Civic Center lot where will we put parking?  Administrator Danielzuk said parking is a strong consideration when thinking about the best place to land that hotel.  Mayor Mayo said one thing to consider, where ever a hotel lands, is that potentially you'll have another restaurant and smaller boutiques that come up around them as well.  Councilmember Gibbs said we might want to consider closing N street.   Councilmember Allred said the old HHS site is behind the Union and Valley Bank; they are using that for parking now.  He thinks by putting a hotel on that part of town we’ll be limiting who's going to use the hotel.  Fox example anyone travelling with trailers or ATVs or horse trailers would not use that hotel.  Councilmember Smith said we would have parking at the Convention Center. Councilmember Allred said as long as we don't have a convention going on there would be parking.  

Councilmember Christensen said we have to consider the City of Gering is going to be a big player in any of the financial dealing with the hotel because we own some property.  He attended the meeting and thinks the HHS site is the best spot.  He said we have to remember it sort of plays in the future of the library.  Councilmember McFarland said it doesn't matter what we do, we'll have some parking issues with high demand activities.  Councilmember Morrison said it has to accommodate for the future. 

An informal vote was taken as to location:
HHS Site:  Councilmember Smith, Christensen, McFarland, Gibbs and Morrison voted yes.
10th and M Street site:  Councilmembers Cowan and Allred voted yes.

REPORTS OF STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND STANDING COMMITTEES:
1. Department/Staff Reports 
Diane Downer, Library Director, Ron Ernst, Parks Director, Rick Hurt, Sanitation Director Pat Heath, Public Works Director and John Mejia, Finance Director presented departmental reports.
2. Gering Merchants 
3. Administrator’s Report  
4. Mayor’s Report

Councilmember Christensen made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Councilmember Morrison. There was no discussion.  Mayor Mayo called for the vote: “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland Allred, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: Shields.  None.  Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 1:16 p.m.


														
								Edwin Mayo, Mayor

ATTEST:


								
Kathleen J. Welfl, City Clerk


