THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, March 25, 2013
A regular meeting of the Gering City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on March 25, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Gering City Hall at 1025 P Street, Gering.  Present were Mayor Mayo and Councilmembers Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred Shields, Morrison and Cowan. Absent: Councilmember McFarland.  Also present were City Clerk, Kathy Welfl and Acting City Attorney, Matt Turman.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Gering Citizen, the designated method of giving notice.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Mayo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The Mayor noted that there was a quorum of the Council and City business could be conducted.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Morrison to excuse the absence of Councilmembers Shields and Smith at the February 14, 2013 Special City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Councilmember Cowan.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilmember Shields to excuse the absence of Councilmembers McFarland and Morrison at the March 11, 2013 Regular Council Meeting.  Seconded by Councilmember Smith.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

OPEN MEETINGS ACT-NEBRASKA REV. STATUATE CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14
Mayor Mayo indicated Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 84, Article 14, requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room and he indicated where the Open Meetings Act is posted.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS
Terry Jessen, 3360 North 10th St., Gering, Nebraska, addressed the Council.   He stated that he wanted to let Council know he's been trying hard to invest money in new property improvements in the City of Gering. He stated that over a dozen years he has built 12 houses in the City of Gering …and he just recently made a transaction selling property in the Gering Industrial Site that’s going to bring new business to the City of Gering.  The building he sold was 63,000 square feet.  He said he’s trying hard to get a building permit to build a building that’s only 5,070 square feet.  He thinks at this point he has fully complied with everything that’s listed in the list of procedures they need to go through. He said it was late today when the storm drainage site plan was furnished to Paul Snarr.  Mr. Jessen said he thinks he has fully complied and he simply wants Council to be aware of it and strongly hopes he doesn’t have to come back to a future Council meeting with a similar request.  He stated that if he gets his building permit the Council won’t hear from him again.  

Mr. Jessen went on to say that he has the concrete guys on hold, the site is leveled and he has the foundation in; they’ve been working about two and a half weeks to get to this point.  He hired an engineer for the sole purpose of the drainage concerns.   He said he isn’t asking for any special consideration other than to follow the procedure and issue the permit once he’s met the requirements which he thinks he has met.  He stated that this is on Lyman Drive, south of Twin City Drive, and the City well field is to the north of Twin City Drive.  He was told there may be concerns about the well field, but he doesn’t believe his location, close to the well field, should be given any delay because of that or have any additional requirements.  He said at this location the soil is all fill sand; it was filled years ago.  He stated that you cannot store water in fill sand but he has still presented a drawing.  He stated that unless you physically line the sand and contain water you cannot store water there.  Mr. Jessen said there’s no water that would run off on either Twin City Drive or Lyman Drive.  In his opinion you could not get water to run off, however he appreciates the thought process and why that should be part of it.  He said his approved use is in our code use as permitted.  He would like his permit to move forward so he can begin construction. 

Matt Turman, Acting City Attorney, stated that he talked to Mr. Jessen about the construction site.  Mr. Turman said the City has a duty to enforce its laws and make sure its citizens are protected and one of those laws is that people are required to take out a building permit before they start any construction.  Mr. Jessen replied that they haven't started any construction yet; he said he came in on March 8 to get the permit.  Mr. Turman said that the City has to have enough information to make a decision about whether what Mr. Jessen is building is safe and inhabitable and whether it conforms to all the zoning laws.  He added that in Mr. Jessen’s case, what he’s building is extremely close to the City’s water well field; it’s very close to a couple of well heads in particular.  Mr. Turman said the City has a very legitimate concern in making sure that nothing leeches or drains into that well head; he thinks those concerns are certainly valid.  He added that he appreciates the updated site plan that Mr. Jessen brought in at 4:30 today.  It will take a few days for Paul Snarr, the City Engineer, and City Department Heads to review it.  In the meantime he hopes Mr. Jessen will work closely with Mr. Snarr and hopefully we can get this resolved. 

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Approve minutes of the March 11, 2013 Regular Council Meeting
2. Approve Claims 2-18-13 to 3-6-13
3. Financial Statements
4. Special Designated Liquor Licenses: Steel Grill	

Mayor Mayo entertained a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Councilmember Christensen made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda. Seconded by Councilmember Cowan. There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS:  3-7-13 TO 3-20-13 - ALAMAR UNIFORMS $49.49 BELT, ALARM SECURITY TECH. $110.00 SRVS., ALLO $689.00 INTERNET SRV., ALTEC INDUSTRIES $1,365.41 CYLINDERS, B & C STEEL $54.32 PARTS, BROADWAY OFFICE $421.79 SUPP., BRENDA BRUNTZ $111.00 TRAVEL EXP., BUDGET TIRE $15.00 RPRS., CEN CON LLC $9,310.00 BORE CO. CLUB RD., CENTURY LINK $287.50 SRV., CHARTER COMM. $283.56 TV & INTERNET, CITY OF GERING $3,357.00 WELLNESS GOLF, CITY OF GERING – GENERAL ACCT. $65,000.00 ACH PAYROLL TR., CITY PAYROLL TRUST $5,627.98 DIS. INS & FSA MED. 125, CLEVELAND GOLF $371.50 INVENTORY ITEMS, COLORADO POWERLINE $205,350.88 U STREET, BRUCE CONKLIN $171.19 BOOT REPLACEMENT, CONNECTING POINT $401.00 COPIER CONTRACT & COLOR BELT, CONTRACTORS MATERIALS $565.40 SRV. & SUPP., COW COUNTRY SALES & SRV. $2,855.00 PICKUP FLATBED, CPI $468.75 ANN. FEE, CREDIT MANAGEMENT SRV. $221.99 GARNISHMENT, CRESENT ELECTRIC $987.45 SUPP., CULLIGAN $52.40 SALT, D & H ELECTRONICS $40.00 MIC CARDIOID, CASEY DAHLGRIN $75.00 TRAVEL EXP., DALES TIRE $1,116.26 RPRS., DANA COLE & CO. $20,000.00 AUDIT SRV., DIVERSE MEDIA $27.38 BOOKS, DUTTON-LAINSON $4,073.40 SUPP., EAGLE GRAPHICS $3.60 PINS, ECOLAB $283.50 PEST CONTROL, ENERGY LABORATORIES INC. $419.00 LAB, ENVIRO SRV. $864.00 LAB, FASTENAL CO. $790.65 SUPP., FEDEX $519.74 SHIPPING CHRG., FIRST STATE BANK $326.91 IBEW UNION DUES, FLOYDS SALES & SRV. $2,410.97 RPRS., FORE! RESERVATIONS INC. $6,519.64 SOFTWARE & RCPT. PRINTER. GALE $80.95 BOOKS, GERING CITIZEN $433.57 PUBLICATIONS, GERING PUBLIC SCHOOLS $23,961.00 KENO FUNDS, GERING VALLEY PLUMBING $2,645.00 BOOSTER PUMP & RPR., GERING VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. $410.00 TRAINING, HARDING & SHULTZ $2,185.10 LABOR MATTERS, HARIMON RICK & LYNN $1,100.00 FEB. CLEANING, HARRINGTON INDUSTRIAL $810.53 BOOSTER STATION, HD SUPPLY $1,437.18 BOOSTER STATION & METER RPR., HEARTLAND EXPRESSWAY $30.00 ANNUAL MTG., HEILBRUN $1,154.25 SUPP. & PARTS, HONEY-WAGON EXPRESS $120.00 GREASE TRAP, RICK HURT $50.00 CONF., IRS $114.54 GARNISHMENT 2, ICMA ELECTRONIC RETIREMENT $504.14 ICMA CITY ADMIN., IDEAL LINEN $543.23 SUPP., INTERNAL REVENUE SRV. $37,585.67 FED/FICA TAX, INTERNATIONAL ASSOC. PLUMBING $150.00 MEMBERSHIP, $5,622.65 COMP. SUPP. & SRV., JC GOLF ACCESS. $737.81 GOLF SUPP., JOHN E. REIN & ASSOC. $840.00 SRV., JOHN HANCOCK $12,112.75 JH RETIRE, JOHNSON CASHWAY $1,397.53 SUPP., KATHLEEN LAUGHLIN $165.00 GARNISHMENT 2, KNEB $326.00 ADS, KOVARIK ELLISON MATHIS $4,855.49 LEGAL FEES, LL JOHNSON $54,170.00 GROUNDMASTER/MVP FILTER KIT, LEAGUE OF NE. MUNICIPALITIES $1,480.49 MID WINTER CONF., CAROL MARTIN $171.00 TRAVEL EXP., MAST’S FIRE EXT. $840.00 SCBA BOTTLES, MATHESON TRI-GAS INC. $165.27 WELDING WIRE & SUPP., MB KEM ENTERPRISE $2,674.35 SRV., MEAT SHOPPE $30,489.25 CATERING COST, MENARDS $121.94 SUPP., MG TRUST $5,107.76 MG-T FIRE, MIDWEST LABORATORIES INC. $645.50 LAB, MIZUNO USA $500.00 SUPP., MONEYWISE $73.59 SUPP., STEVE MOUNT $192.59 BOOT REPLACEMENT, MUNICIPAL SUPPLY $4,666.76 RPR. & BOOSTER STATION, NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION $165.00 DUES, NDOR $240.34 FEB. CO. LODGING TAX, NE CHILD SUPPORT PYMT. $384.16 CHILD SUPPORT 1, NE DEPT OF REVENUE $54,740.77 FEB. SALES & USE TAX, NE PUBLIC POWER DIST. $53.68 RENTAL, NE SOCIETY OF ASSOC. EXEC. $849.00 SEMINAR FEES, NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMM. $30.00  LEADERSHIP & POLICY, NE. MACHINERY CO. $183.75 LOADER VALVE CHECK, NEWMAN TRAFFIC SIGNS $3,274.50 SCHOOL CROSSING SIGN, NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS $84.26 SUPP., OHIO GRATINGS INC. $575.00 BOOSTER STATION, ONE CALL CONCEPT $41.45 LOCATE FEES, PANHANDLE GEOTECHNICAL $1,950.00 ASBESTOS SURVEY, PING $9.80 IRONS, PLATTE VALLEY HUMAN RESOURCES $50.00 CONF. REG., POSTMASTER $400.00 PERMIT FEES, POWERPLAN OIB $1,957.75 SUPP., PRINT EXPRESS $74.39 POSTCARDS, RECORDED BOOKS LLC $105.25 BOOKS, RED BARN SHOP $142.43 BOOSTER STATION, RICH’S LOCK SHOP $12.00 KEYS, ROBERT THOMASON $57.00 NE PGA, ROBINSON ELECTRIC $224.04 WELL RPR. & BOOSTER STATION, RON DOGGETT $86.00 TRAVEL EXP., ROOSEVELT PUBLIC POWER DIST. $31.04 UTITILY CHRG.,SALEM PRESS INC. $420.00 BOOKS, SCOTTSBLUFF CO REGISTER OF DEEDS $10.00 CERT. OF OWNERSHIP, SCOTTSBLUFF/GERING UNITED CHAMBER $50.00 BUSINESS AFTER HOURS, SCOTTS BLUFF CO COURT $106.80 WITNESS FEE, SCOTTSBLUFF – GERING UNITED WAY $24.00 CONTR., SHERWIN WILLIAMS $228.83 PAINT, SIMMONS OLSEN LAW FIRM $1,500.00 PROSECUTIONS, SIMON CONTRACTORS $133.00 BOOSTER STATION, PAUL SNARR $186.00 TRAVEL EXP., SOLUTIONS EAP $489.10 COUNSELING SRV., SOURCE GAS $587.69 UTILITY CHR., SOUTHWESTERN EQUIPMENT $7,467.31 PACKER BLADE REPLACEMENT G2, SPARLING INSTRUMENTS INC. $1,046.24 MECH FLOW TOTALIZER, STAR HERALD $364.10 ADS, STATE OF NE/DAS COMM. $259.92 PHONE CHR., SUGAR VALLEY FED. CREDIT UNION $1,718.08 CREDIT UNION, SWIRE COCA-COLA $45.28 SODA, TAYLOR MADE GOLF $919.71 SUPP., TEACHERS CORNER $24.76 PAPER, THE ROCK PILE $2,053.97 SUPP., TITLEIST $172.96 DEMO PROGRAM, VALLEY BANK & TRUST CO. $22,634.57 PO UNION DUES, SINKING FUND & HAS CTRB 125, VERIZON WIRELESS $320.93 CELL PHONE CHR., KATHY WELFL $525.02 TRAVEL EXP., WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL $307.58 COPYSTAR LEASE, WESTCO $11,054.41 FUEL & TEE FOR SPRAYER, WESTERN PATHOLOGY CONSULTANTS $1,768.00 DRUG SCREENING SUPPLIES, WESTERN PLAINS BUSINESS $107.65 COPIER MAINT., WESTON WOODS STUDIOS $20.95 BOOKS, WINCHELL CLEANING SRV. $940.00 CLEANING. 

Special Designated Liquor Licenses: Steel Grill							
	
	
	

	April 20, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	May 3, 2013
	1:00pm– 1:00am
	Reception

	May 4, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	May 5, 2013
	1:00pm – 10:00pm
	Reception

	May 10, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	May 11, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	May 12, 2013
	1:00pm – 10:00pm
	Reception

	May 17, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	May 18, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00pm
	Reception

	May 19, 2013
	1:00pm – 10:00pm
	Reception

	May 24, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	May 25, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	May 26, 2013
	1:00pm – 10:00pm
	Reception

	May 31, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 1, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 2, 2013
	1:00pm – 10:pm
	Reception

	June 7, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 8, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 9, 2013
	1:00pm – 10:00pm
	Reception

	June 14, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 15, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 16, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 21, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 22, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 28, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	June 29, 2013
	1:00pm – 1;00am
	Reception

	July 5, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	July 6, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	July 11, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	July 12, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	July 13, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	July 19, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	July 20, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	July 26, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	July 27, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 2, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 3, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 9, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 10, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 16, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 17, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 23, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 24, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 30, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception

	August 31, 2013
	1:00pm – 1:00am
	Reception



PUBLIC HEARING
1. Liquor License for Caddies Bar & Grill, LLC
Mayor Mayo entertained a motion to remove Caddies Bar & Grill, LLC from the table for a public hearing discussion. Councilmember Gibbs made a motion to remove from table discussion of a liquor license for Caddies Bar & Grill, LLC.  Seconded by Councilmember Morrison. There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

Public Hearing for a Liquor License for Caddies Bar & Grill LLC was opened at 7:11 p.m.

Rhonda Flower, 921 W. 36th Street, Scottsbluff, came forward with questions concerning the area and structures included in the license application.  She stated that she sees it includes the entire 18-hole golf course.  She feels there are a couple areas not included in the license application that she feels the Council should consider: the parking lot and Country Club Road.  She said her concern is golfers crossing County Club Road in their carts with a cooler full of beer.  Mayor Mayo replied that it's permissible on a public road if the alcohol is not open.  She asked what if it is open.  A comment was made from the gallery that “you run the risk”.  Ms. Flower asked about the parking lot; the Mayor said he believes that’s part of the golf course property. Ms. Flower noted she didn’t think it was included in the application.  Her concern is that not everyone finishes their beer before they cross County Club Road.  The Mayor said we cannot supersede State Statute about drinking on a public road way.  Ms. Flower said we can control the parking lot though.  Councilmember Morrison stated she believes the parking lot is included in the golf course.  Mr. Turman said his understanding is that is what is intended in the definition of the entire 18-hole golf course; it wasn’t spelled out specifically but that was the intention.  
Ms. Flower said she served as a commissioner on the Liquor Control Commission for ten years and would think it should be specified in the application.  

Captain Jason Rogers with the Gering Police Department said he has a memo from Det. Henry Moreno, who did the background check for Mr. Munoz.  Det. Moreno came across no information that would prohibit Mr. Munoz from getting the liquor license.

The Mayor asked if the application should be amended.  Mr. Turman said he feels it’s probably appropriate to amend it just so there is no question moving forward. Councilmember Morrison said it would put the application out another 45 days.  Mr. Turman said he thinks it (the parking lot) was intended to be included in the definition.  Councilmember Smith said the cart sheds are part of the golf course and the parking lot is between the cart sheds and the restaurant.  Councilmember Gibbs asked if we were to leave it as it is can we add additional language to clarify.   Councilmember Morrison said she would like to get this passed and get it done as this is how we’ve done it with how many other owners.  Councilmember Allred asked how long the liquor license is good for.  Mr. Munoz said one year.  Councilmember Allred asked if we approve it the way it is written now and we, as a Council, agree that it includes the parking lot and cart sheds, then before the next go around let’s clarify that in the wording.   Mr. Turman said that Mr. Snarr informed him that the golf course is platted and the entire 18 holes includes the parking lot.  Mayor Mayo asked if there was anything else for the public record.  He asked if there was anyone in Council Chambers wanting to speak in favor or opposition of the application.  He asked if there were any more comments from the Council regarding the application.  There were none.  The Administrative record and public hearing closed at 7:18 p.m.

Motion by Councilmember Morrison to approve the licensing of Caddies Bar & Grill LLC.   Second by Councilmember Smith.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

2. City of Gering, Nebraska 2013 Downtown Revitalization Initiative Phase I Pre-Development Application
Mayor Mayo opened the public hearing for the Gering Downtown Revitalization Initiative Phase I Pre-Development Application at 7:19 p.m.  

Rick Willis and Rawnda Pierce with Twin Cities Development came forward.  Mr. Willis stated that this is the second attempt at this grant.  He said that there were quite a few refinements from the previous grant.  The committee is forward thinking; they took comments from the meetings and boiled it down to key action points.  There has been a draft copy on file with the City since March 20.  The proposal is due on March 29.  If we get the go ahead from the State, they would come here and visit in April or May and notification would be June 1 if we proceed that far.   The final award would be in April, 2014 for the implementation aspect of it.  Ms. Pierce said the components missing last time seemed to be “If you were to hire a consultant today what items would you ask them to look at”.  She said we took all the comments and determined what was actionable.  We're hopeful that this time it will get funded and we can move forward.  Councilmember Christensen said he has attended several of the meetings of the Revitalization Committee and they have worked very hard to get this together and we need to keep moving forward on this.  Ms. Pierce hopes the State will see it's a good investment of their funds. Mr. Willis said the State wants it to be a catalyst for future growth.  He said the committee has planned for what they want to happen in downtown Gering and Gering as a whole.  Lisa Betz came forward and said she's on the committee and wanted to thank Rick and Rawnda for working so hard.  She feels hopeful and optimistic about the grant and its chances and hopes the Council will support it.  Brad Staman stated that he's on the committee and as business owner we've tried this a number of times and have come up with a number of plans but have never really gotten too far on it.    But as he looks at this group he's very impressed with what he has seen; it’s a group representing every different aspect of Gering. He's more hopeful for this to happen than he ever has before.  Whether we get it or not, they're moving forward, he encourages the Council to get behind it 100% and proceed whether we get the grant or not.  There were no further comments. 

The Administrative Record and Public Hearing closed at 7:27 p.m. 

The Mayor entertained a motion authorizing the Mayor to sign and submit the City of Gering, Nebraska, 2013 Downtown Revitalization Initiative Phase I Pre-Development Application.  Motion by Councilmember Gibbs to authorize the Mayor to sign and submit the City of Gering, Nebraska, 2013 Downtown Revitalization Initiative Phase I Pre-Development Application.  Seconded by Councilmember Christensen.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

CURRENT BUSINESS
1. Audited Financial Statements Fiscal Year 11/12
Kevin Sylvester from Dana Cole & Co., LLP reported to the Mayor and Council that they presented the audited report to the Administrative Committee last week in detail.  He noted the Audit Report on page 1; he said they audited the financial statements of the City of Gering for year ending September 30, 2012.  They conducted their audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America.  Their opinion on the financial statements is that they are fairly presented, which means they have a clean opinion. John Mejia, Financial Director, did not add anything.  Council did not have questions.  

Motion by Councilmember Morrison to file the Audited Financial Statement for fiscal year 2011/2012.  Second by Councilmember Cowan.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

2. Crash Dynamics Training Course
Trooper Chuck Elley, with the Nebraska State Patrol, stated that he does a lot of education from drugs to highway safety.  He said that Scotts Bluff County is a priority County which means we rank high in fatal injury crashes, speed crashes, distracted driving, etc.  There were 21 fatalities in the County in 2012; many were alcohol related.  The ultimate goal is zero fatalities.  Trooper Elley added that Randy Meininger, owner of Valley Ambulance, stated that since 1979 he has never unbuckled a dead person.  Trooper Elley would like the Council to sign a resolution for a training for Gering City employees to educate them about this topic.  He is not picking on Gering, he is looking for Scottsbluff, Gering and the County to take a lead for other cities and counties.  The presentation is on “crash dynamics” and what kills many people in many cases.  He would like us to be advocates for safety.  He's setting up classes on May 22 at the Gering Civic Center and would like to have as many employees attend the training as possible and it's at no cost to the City.  The Mayor noted the City policy about City employees wearing seatbelts while using City vehicles.  The Mayor read the resolution aloud.  Mr. Elley said that he will be working with Jason Rogers on this as well.  Councilmember Christensen said this is something we should be doing anyway and this is four opportunities to get acquainted with the seat belt; he doesn’t see any reason why we wouldn’t want to support it.  The times for Crash Dynamics classes on May 22 are 7:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.  

Motion by Councilmember Christensen to adopt the resolution 3-13-1.  Second by Councilmember Gibbs.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

3.  The WNCC Fall Frolic 5K & 10K Race
Mayor Mayo said a challenge was issued by the Scottsbluff City Council to the Gering City Council.  The Mayor said he took it upon himself to accept this challenge; we don't have to run it, but feels he can walk it and encouraged the Council to re-issue the challenge to the Scotts Bluff County Board of Commissioners.  The date will be in October; it will be publicized.  It’s a fund raiser for WNCC.  

Councilmember Cowan made a motion to challenge the Scotts Bluff County Board of Commissioners. Second by Councilmember Gibbs.  Discussion:  Councilmember Gibbs said he assumes it’s a five or ten K, not both; The Mayor said yes, either/or.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

4. Preserving our Heritage 
David Carter of 1725 S Street in Gering, stated that he's concerned for the future of our town if we don’t do more to preserve our heritage and history and encourages Council to restore and rebuild what we have left.  Properties at risk at this time are the McKinnly Elementary School, the Old Church of Christ and the Union Pacific rail depot.  He believes we still have a chance to save these buildings and have an obligation to do so in order to leave a legacy for future generations.  He doesn’t have any answers to these problems and noted that they did not happen overnight but have been a long time coming and are a result of choices made in the past and a result of not taking action.  He doesn't believe he's alone in this and asks for Council’s support.  He’s concerned that throughout the last number of years there have been a grand number of buildings that have been torn down.  He has not had a chance to talk to the revitalization committee about it but in the future that might be an outlet to do what we can to save these buildings.  He added that we only have one shot at this; once they are torn down we can't get them back.  Whether McKinnly comes down or not, he doesn't think that putting houses there is the answer.  We still have a school shortage in Gering; the churches and schools used to be a place where the community congregated.  He would like to see a school go in place of McKinnly if we can't save it.  Councilmember Gibbs said that the McKinnly building being a school again is out of the City's Control, it was sold by the school board.  It’s beyond repair at this point so it’s coming down.  He added that he has fought for 20 years to save the depot; we are at the stage where the City will be getting it back in a while and we will address that then, but we can't save everything.  Some buildings are not unique enough to save, some are unsafe and would be very costly to preserve.  Councilmember Gibbs added that he's for historic preservation, but we have to be selective and when you want to preserve something you need to find a way to finance the preservation. Mr. Carter said he is trying to work with a group that fights for buildings before they become unsalvageable.  Mayor Mayo said just because a building is old doesn't necessarily make it a historical building.  Some buildings have health or safety related issues and are no longer a benefit to the community.  Some buildings in downtown Gering are still structurally sound and can be salvaged and the downtown committee is looking at preserving some of them.  

REPORTS OF STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND STANDING COMMITTEES:
1. Department/Staff Reports:  
Diane Downer, Carrie Havranek, Ron Ernst, Paul Snarr gave informational department reports.

2. Committee Reports/Council Member Comments:
Councilmember Christensen said he has few comments from the League of Municipalities Conference.  He sat in on a session in regard to the mandatory law enforcement certifications changes this year.  It's become an important matter for communities; it deals with changes for law enforcement officers in regard to whether they can use force or not use force in an arrest.  He's sure our Police Department is on top of all these changes and invites one of our Captains to attend a Public Safety meeting and let Council know what they need to go forward.  He also attended a session where Doug Leafgreen presented an update on the Affordable Healthcare Act.  He felt the conference was well worth attending.

Councilmember Gibbs said he attended the Western Regional Conference of the Panhandle Resource Conservation and Development Districts last week.  He said there were some ideas that we might be able to use to utilize for the downtown development.

3. Gering Merchants:
RaNae Garton, President of the Gering Merchants Association, asked the Council to save the date on April 18 for the Taste of Gering Business After Hours at Fresh Foods. The area restaurants in Gering will bring samplings to remind people that we serve food in many locations in Gering. The Gering Merchants Association meets on the first Friday of each month at 7:30 a.m. in the Council Chambers and the Special Events Committee meets on the second Wednesday after that meeting at the Legion Club in the evening. They have a facebook page now and Ron Ahlers Jr. has a new business in Gering called “Makeitsocial.com” and has designed a website for the Gering Merchants Association.  June is a big month with the Sugar Valley Rally Finish Line Luncheon and the Gering Arts Festival.   They’re looking at changing the location of the Arts Festival from the Legion Park to the Court House; they’re hoping for more traffic that way.   RaNae handed out a list of events coming up along with her business card. 

4. Administrator’s Report:  
None

5. Mayor’s Report:
The Mayor thanked City staff members Carol Martin, Brenda Brunz and the Clerk for staying and assisting with getting envelopes and letters out for a mailing to Nebraska Senators in response to LR 29 CA, the Legislative Resolution for the Constitutional Amendment to change the verbiage in our statute from “substandard and blighted” to “in need of rehabilitation or redevelopment” and also to lengthen the tax increment financing bonds from 15 years to 20 years for payment.  From what he was told by Len Rex at the League of Municipalities those letters, all 49 of them, pushed it hard enough to the rest of the Senators to bring it out of the Urban Affairs Committee on to the Legislative floor for debate and it looks like it’s going to pass according to Senator Harms so they can bring it forward for a vote of the people to change the constitution.    

The Mayor added that we had an email come out that the League of Municipalities would like as much support as possible in contacting Senators Johanns and Fisher to officially commit to support the Market Place Fairness Act Amendment.  It will allow States and local governments to collect the sales tax of any products sold across the internet.  Right now there are millions of dollars being siphoned away from the states for purchases made on the internet or off of phone call solicitation that are not subject to the sales tax that they get currently.  Councilmember Gibbs said that there is an exemption included in that proposed legislation for merchants who are on the internet that sell less than $500,000 per year as it would be an undue burden to smaller merchants.
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Mayo asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Christensen made the motion to adjourn. Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs. There was no discussion.  Mayor Mayo called for the vote: “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland.  Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.



														
								Edwin Mayo, Mayor
ATTEST:


								
Kathleen J. Welfl, City Clerk

