THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, March 11, 2013
[bookmark: _GoBack]A regular meeting of the Gering City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on March 11, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Gering City Hall at 1025 P Street, Gering.  Present were Mayor Mayo and Councilmembers Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan. Absent: Councilmembers McFarland and Morrison.  Also present were City Administrator Lane Danielzuk, City Clerk Kathy Welfl and City Attorney Jim Ellison.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Gering Citizen, the designated method of giving notice.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Mayo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The Mayor noted that there was a quorum of the Council and City business could be conducted.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Smith to excuse the absence of Councilmember Shields at the February 11, 2013 Regular Council Meeting.  Seconded by Councilmember Christensen.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields, and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison

OPEN MEETINGS ACT-NEBRASKA REV. STATUATE CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14
Mayor Mayo indicated Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 84, Article 14, requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room and he indicated where the Open Meetings Act is posted.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Mayo entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilmember Gibbs made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by Councilmember Christensen. There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS:  ACCUSTAR SURVEYING $1,775.00 CELL 6 SURVEY, ALMAR UNIFORMS $143.38 UNIFORMS, ALLO COMMUNICATIONS $689.00 INTERNET CHRG., AMAZON $79.86 BOOKS, AMERICAN LEGION POST #36 $421.21 FLAGS, AQUATERRA $101,083.63 SAMPLING, NLF ENGINEERING, CELL 6 CQA, ASCAP $327.00 LICENCE FEE, ATLAS LAWN EQUIP. $26.99 SPOOL CAP, B & C STEEL $828.47 RPRS AND PARTS, BAIRD HOLM LLP $225.00 PENS, GEN EMPLY ATTNY FEES, BAVCO VALVE $36.10 SUPP., BENZEL’S $53.00 PEST CONTROL, BLUFF’S SANITARY SUPPLY $420.00, BOUND TO STAY BOUND BOOKS $129.43 BOOKS, BROADWAY OFFICE SUPPLY $861.63 SUPP., BRUNNER UPHOLSTERY $352.96 RPRS., BRENDA BRUNTZ $362.59 CONF., BUDGET TIRE $536.36 TIRES, C & M AIR COOLED ENGINE $604.52 SUPP., CARD SRV. $9,067.70 C.C. PYMT., CENTRAL STATES WIRE $7,329.33 BALER WIRE, CENTURYLINK $2,253.82 PHONE CHR., CHARTER COMM. $506.99 TV & INTERNET CHR., CHUCK HENRY $220.00 GOLF BALL RESALE, CITY INSURANCE FUND $118,281.60 HEALTH PREM 125, CITY PAYROLL TRUST $13,320.23 DISABILITY INSURANCE & FSA MEDICAL 125, ALLEN CLAUSE $56.00 WGGA CONF., COLORADO POWERLINE $262,334.92 CONF REG. & PARTIAL #5, CONNECTING POINT $227.00 SRV. CONTRACT & TONER, CONOCO $39.00 FUEL, CONTAINER COMPONENTS $1,347.50 CONT. LIDS, CONTRACTORS MATERIALS $188.07 RPRS., COULTER INC. $569.70 STEAM PROBE, TROY COWAN $153.00 CONF., CREDIT MANAGEMENT SRV. $443.98 GARNISHMENT, CRESENT ELECTRIC $3,203.78 SUPP., CULLIGAN $3,981.44 SALT, CURVES $72.76 WELLNESS, D & H ELECTRONICS $24.28 PARTS, DAILY GRIND $7.31 MEETING WITH LARM REP., DALES TIRE $270.50 RPR., DANKO $112.07 STEP, DAVID PRITCHARD $80.00 PIANO TUNING, DHHS $190.00 LAB, DIAMOND VOGEL PAINTS $29.09, DIANE DOWNER $16.32 MILEAGE, DITCH WITCH $339.36 RPR., DOCU-SHRED $11.00, DOLLAR GENERAL $33.05 SUPP., DON CHRISTENSEN $153.00 CONF., DOO COM STATION $27.08 FUEL, DOOLEY OIL $508.30 FUEL & SUPP., DOOR CLOSURE SRV. $229.00 NEW LOCKS, DUTTON LAINSON $351.84 PARTS, EAGLE GRAPHICS $32.40 PINS, ECO LAB $367.54 PEST CONTROL, EMBASSY SUITES $45.00 LODGING, ENERGY LAB $419.00 LAB, ENVIRO SRV. $1,743.00 LAB, ESC ENGINEERING $2,527.07 U STREET CONVERSION, FAMILY CIRCLE MAGAZINE $13.70 SUB., FAMILY FUN $15.77 SUB., JAMES FARRO $100.00 REIMB., FASTENAL $1,253.41 SUPP. & PARTS, FBINAA $90.00 MEMBERSHIP, FIRST STATE BANK $642.70 IBEW UNION DUES, FIRST WIRELESS $35.75 ANTENNA, FLOYD’S SALES & SRV. $1,198.08 RPS. & PARTS, FORT DEARBORN $247.68 FIREFIGHTER LIFE INS., FRANK IMPLEMENT $26.19 PART, FREMONT MOTORS $74.35 RPRS., FRESH FOODS $46.13 WELLNESS, FSP BOOKS $1,984.93 BOOKS, GALE $174.68 BOOKS, GERING CITIZEN $511.64 PUB., GERING COURIER $148.12 PUB., GERING MERCHANTS $1,609.96 MAKE GERING SHINE, GERING VALLEY PLUMBING $1,710.40 PARTS, GOKEYLESS $276.88 KEYPAD, GP GFOA $85.00 DUES, GREASE N GO $82.53 SRV., GREATAMERICAN LEASING CORP. $535.47 COPIER LEASE AGREEMENT, HALE MULTIMEDIA $750.00 WEB SITE DESIGN, HARDING & SHULTZ $1,092.00 LEGAL MATTERS, HARIMON RICK, $1,100.00 CLEANING FOR JANUARY, HARRINGTON INDUSTRIAL $207.89 BOOSTER STATION UPGRADE, HD SUPPLY $213.40 MAIN RPR., HEILBRUN $2,961.90 PARTS, HOKE WELDING $37.50 BOOSTER STATION, HOLIDAY INN KEARNEY $319.80 LODGING, HORIZON WEST $64,851.75 MOWER TRACTOR & PARTS, HOT ROD MAGAZINE $19.97 SUB., RICK HURT $245.90 CONF., IRS $229.08 GARNISHMENT 2, ICMA $90.00 PUB., ICMA ELECTRONIC $1,008.28 ICMA CITY ADMIN., IDEAL LINEN SUPPLY $551.94 SUPP., INGRAM LIBRARY SRV. 1,905.25 BOOKS, INTERNAL REVENUE SRV. $69,294.29 FED/FICA TAX, INTRALINKS $9,622.17 COMPUTER SUPPORT, IRBY TOOL & SAFETY $5,493.74 SUPP., JAMES JACKSON $1,035.00 ED. ASSIST., JAY TEMPLAR $587.04 EXP. FOR CONF., JI SPECIAL RISK INS. $1,152.28 ANN. BOND, JOHN CRANE INC. $2,511.40 WELL RPR., JOHN HANCOCK $23,898.92 JH RETIRE., JOHNSON CASHWAY $742.00 PARTS, KARENS CLEANING $425.00 MONTHLY CLEANING SRV., KATHLEEN LAUGHLIN $330.00 GARNISHMENT 2, KIM BAUMGARTNER $41.00 TRAVEL EXP., SAM KLASSERT $3,202.31 INSPEC. HOURS, KNEB $63.50 ADVERT., KOVARIK, ELLISON & MATHIS $5,075.00 LEGAL FEES, KRIZ-DAVIS CO. $16, 592.74 SUPP., L L JOHNSON 1,760.79 SUPP., LADIES HOME JOURNAL $17.90 SUB. LANE DANIELZUK $706.71 CONF., LATSCH’S OFFICE PRODUCTS $397.63 SUPP., LAWSON PRODUCTS $113.27 SPRAY CLEANER, LEAGUE OF NE MUN. $703.00 ANNUAL CONF., LIGHTHOUSE ELEC. $2,206.59 HEAT PUMP, LOAF N JUG $31.91 FUEL, LOUIS SPENCER $176.53 REIMB., LOVES TRAVEL STORE $54.52 FUEL, MC SCHAFF &750.00 BRIDGET INSPEC., MATHESON TRI-GAS $565.48 SUPP., MAVERIK $27.33 FUEL, ED MAYO $153.00 CONF., MCDONALDS $61.81 MEETING, MEAT SHOPPE $47,097.69 CATERING COSTS & MANAGEMENT CONTRACT, MENARDS $780.41 PARTS, MERRICK & CO. $132.00 BOOSTER STATION, MFCP MOTION & FLOW $223.50 BALER PUMP, MG TRUST $9,958.22 MG-T FIRE, MIDWEST LAB. $5.75 WW LAB, MIKE’S SCREENPRINTING $170.00 UNIFORM SHIRTS, MIRACLE RECREATION EQUIP. $29.00 CYLINDER ACTIVITY PANEL, MONEY WISE $817.67 SUPP., MONUMENT INN & SUITES $77.00 SRV., DWAIN MOORE $56.00 CONF., MOR ELECTRIC HEATING $865.31 BUILDING MAINT., MOTOR FUELS DIVISION $1,393.00 MOTOR FUELS QUARTL, MUNICIAPL EMERGENCY SRV. $756.96 HELMETS/POSISTION STICKERS, MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY $391,908.26 ELECTRICITY, MUNICIPAL SUPPLY INC. $1,406.60 BOOSTER STATION UPGRADE, MUNIMETRIX SYSTEMS $499.00 SOFTWARE SUPPORT, NATIONAL RECREATION/PARK $28.00 CEUS, NDOR – LODGING $311.00 JAN COUNTY LODGING, NE CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENT $768.32 CHILD SUPPORT 1, NE DEPT. OF REV. (PR) $9,514.28 STATE TAX, NE DEPT. OF REV. $53,327.81 JANUARY SALES & USE TAX, NE PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT $1,398.23 UTILITIES, NE HEALTH 7 HUMAN SRV. $40.00 PERMIT RENEWAL, NE SAFETY/FIRE EQUIP. $235.00 FIRE ALARM/FIRE SPRINKLER INSPEC., NE DEPT OF ROADS $15.00 PERMIT, NE LIBRARY COMM. $20.00 BASIC SKILLS LIBRARY SRV., NE MACHINERY CO. $511.10 BOOSTER STATION UPGRADE/FILTERS, NE PGA $100.00 DUES, NE SALT & GRAIN $1,415.00 SALT, NEBRASKALAND TIRE $115.96 RPR., NEWMARK CORP. $352.10 BOOSTER STATION UPGRADE, NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS $260.79 BOOSTER STATION, OCLC INC. $66.07 SUB., OLIVE GARDEN $35.10 MEALS FOR TRAVEL, ONE CALL CONCEPTS $45.10 LOCATE FEES, OREGON TRAIL PLUMBING $1,360.00 INSTALL PHASE 3 HEAT STRIPS, OUTDOOR LIFE $19.97 SUB.. PANHANDLE AREA DEV. $8,588.28 BLIGHT STUDY/MEMB., PANHANDLE CONCRETE PROD. $490.00 TRANSFORMER PAD, PANHANDLE COOP $42.42 PROPANE, PANHANDLE GEOTECHNICAL $73.75 ASBESTOS ANALYSIS, PANHANDLE HUMANE SOCIETY $2,777.92 ANIMAL CONTROL/FEES, PANHANDLE PUCLIC HEALTH $175.00 DUES 2013, PANHANDLE RC & D $250.00 CONF. . PAPER DIRECT $32.98 PAPER FOR APPR. DINNER, PARADISE $16.00 WASH/VAC, PAUL REED CONSTRUCTION $43,689.70 CELL 6 CONSTRUCTION, PAYPAL $1,204.00 CONF., PEGLER SYSCO FOOD SRV., PENWORTHY $157.09 BOOKS, PETTY CASH $42.12 REIMB., PING $814.17 MERCH., PITNEY BOWES $900.00 POSTAGE METER, PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL $41.40 POSTAGE, POLK CITY DIRECTORIES $295.00 CITY DIRECTORY, POSTMASTER $1,456.40 PERMITS, POWERPLAN $559.09 PARTS, PRO QUALITY $29.00 PEST CONTROL, PUMP & PANTRY $54.12 FUEL, QUALITY BOOKS $122.27 BOOKS, R & R PRODUCTS $774.10 PUMP, RANDOM HOUSE $12.00 BOOKS, RED BARN SHOP LLC $295.40 BOOSTER STATION, REGANIS AUTO $37.28 RPR, REGIONAL BOOKS INC. $305.30 BOOKS. REGIONAL WEST MEDICAL CENTER $1,664.50 EMPLOYEE COVERAGE, RESPOND FIRST AID $36.86 SUPP., RICHARD PETERSON $200.00 RESALE, ROBINSON ELECTRIC $65.56 RPR/FUSES, ROOSEVELT PUBLIC POWER $61.14 UTILITY CHR/FEE, ROSE EQUIPMENT $1,202.06 HOSE, SANDBERG IMPLEMENT $1,764.71 PARTS, SCB COUNTY AMBULANCE $316.23 CONTRACT. SCB. COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE $92.06 SUMMONS, SCB COUNTY WEED CONTROL $1,000.00 LEASE PYMT., SCB/GERING UNITED CHAMBER $250.00 BANQUET TICKETS, SCHOLASTIC LIBRARY $152.10 BOOKS, SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN $19.95 SUB., SCOTTS BLUFF CO CONSOLIDATED $170.00 PRO SHOP, SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY CLERK $443.70 GEN. ELECTION, SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY TREASURER $16.40 TRUCK LICENSE, SCOTTSBLUFF BODY & PAINT $2,478.80 RPR., SCOTTSBLUFF GERING UNITED $48.00 UNITED WAY CONTR., SECRETARY OF STATE $30.00 NOTARY, SECURITY NATIONAL BANK $470.00 SRV., SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER $5,240.00 FINANCIAL SUPPORT/COVER SEWER LINES, SETCO $1,190.99 LOADER BLADES, SHAPE $17.97 SUB., SIMMONS OLSEN LAW FIRM $1,875.00 LEGAL, SIMON CONTRACTORS $1,632.50 BOOSTER STATION/MAIN RPR., SLAFTER OIL CO. $256.95 OIL FILTERS, SOLOMON CORP., $5,326.50 CREDIT FOR KVA/TRANSFORMER, SOLUTIONS EAP $244.55 COUNSELING. SPORTS ILLUSTRATED $35.96 SUB., MARK STAMAN $56.00 CONF., STAPLES CREDIT PLAN $32.99 SUPP., STAR HERALD $1,37306 PUBL., STATE OF NE/DAS COMM. $236.54 PHONE CHRGS., SUGAR VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT $3,836.16 CREDIT UNION, TERRY CARPENTER INC. $650.00 LAND RENT, THE ROCK PILE $2,571.57 WATER MAIN RPR./SAND, THOMPSON GLASS $156.97 INSTALL WINDOW, TOMMY’S JOHNNYS $125.00 SRV., TOP TECH OFFICE $564.50 SRV. CALL, UNITECH $298.00 SUPP., UNIVERSITY OF NE $432.10 CLASS/WORKSHOP, US BANK $142.25 COPIES SRV. AGREEMENT, VALLEY BANK – POLICE $640.00 PO UNION DUES, VALLEY BANK & TRUST $33,267.08 HAS CRRB 125/JAN. SINKING FUND, VANCE FOREPAUGH $200.00 SIGN LEASE, VERIZON WIRELESS $200.90 CELL PHONE CHRGS., VICTORIA $19.98 SUB., VILLAGE GARDEN CENTER $495.46 PLANTS, WALMART $220.69 SUPP., TOM WALSH $175.00 SEMINARS, WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL $153.79 LEASE PYMT., WESSELS CO. $3,305.00 BOOSTER STATION UPGRADE, WESTCO $14,434.01 FUEL, WESTERN NE HOUSING OPPORT. $24,208.00 HOUSING PROJECT FINA., WESTERN PATHOLOGY CONS. $84.60 DRUG SCREENING, WESTERN PLAINS BUS. $223.64 SRV. AGREEMENT FOR COPIER, WESTERN PRAIRIE TITLE $572.50 BLUE J SUB., WINCHELL CLEANING $1,330.00 SRV., YMCA $429.84 WELLNESS

PUBLIC HEARING
1. Liquor License for Caddies Bar & Grill, LLC
The Mayor reported that additional information is needed to discuss the Liquor License for Caddies Bar & Grill, LLC and entertained a motion to table this agenda item for a future Council meeting.  

Motion by Councilmember Gibbs, second by Councilmember Allred to table the public hearing for a Liquor License for Caddies Bar & Grill, LLC.  The vote was called: “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison.  Motion carried

BIDS
1. Sanitation Department Equipment Trade
Rick Hurt, Sanitation Department Director, said they have an opportunity to trade an older tractor from the landfill in exchange for an eight foot box scraper and a corrugator.  They will be trading the tractor for these items from Schmidt Sales.  Both have an estimated value of $3000.  The Street Department will get the box scraper.

Councilmember Smith moved to approve the trade of the tractor for a box scraper and corrugator.  Seconded by Councilmember Shields.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison.  Motion carried

2. Public Works Department Combination Sewer Cleaner bids
Pat Heath, Public Works Director, said they accepted bids on a combination sewer cleaner to replace a 1998 combination sewer cleaner.  The low bid, based off the Minnesota State Bid, was from Elliott Equipment for $327,250.000.  this includes a $43,000 trade-in.  It will be financed in-house with funds from another department over a seven year period.  City Administrator Danielzuk authorized the purchase of the machine because the cost would have gone up $16,000 on March 1, 2013.  Mr. Heath added that it has been ordered.   

Councilmember Gibbs moved to accept the bid from Elliott Equipment for $327,250.00 including the trade-in value of $43,000 for the sewer cleaner.  Seconded by Councilmember Christensen.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison.  Motion carried

3. East U Street Surface Replacement from 7th Street east to City limits including options to replace surface on 7th Street (2 locations) – between M Street and N Street and between U Street and Union Pacific Street
Paul Snarr, City Engineer, reported that this project was initially intended for East U Street and during the design and specification phase for the project they had concerns with two areas on 7th Street. Staff decided to bid the two additional areas on 7th Street as options and see how the bids came in. The City received two bids which include: 
· Infinity Construction, Inc.
· Paul Reed Construction and Supply, Inc. 

He stated that attached in the Council packets are the bid results from the bid opening held on 2-19-2013. 

The Street Department had $250,000 budgeted for East U Street and the remaining for the options will come from either the curb & gutter replacement or chip seal budget (or some from both) within the Street Department.

Mr. Snarr stated that Casey Dahlgrin, Street Superintendent, mentioned that some of the HMA streets he had scheduled for chip seal had alligator cracking/fatigue cracking which is base failure under the HMA.  He said we will look at these and if they are indeed in this condition throughout, we may not want to put a surface treatment on them.

Mr. Snarr said staff would recommend that Mayor and Council approve the low bid received from Paul Reed Construction and Supply, Inc. for the East U Street Surface Replacement from 7th Street East to City Limits including Options to Replace Surface on 7th Street (2 Locations) – Between M Street & N Street and Between U Street & Union Pacific Street in the amount of 
$383,564.39.

Councilmember Shields moved to accept the low bid from Paul Reed Construction of $383,564.39 for the East U Street Project.  Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison.  Motion carried.

CURRENT BUSINESS 
1. PRT Informational Overview – Joel Hansen and Lowell Johnson from the City of Wayne

Lowell Johnson, City Administrator for the City of Wayne, NE, gave an overview of a Problem Resolution Team or PRT.  In 1988 the City of Wayne adopted a Property Maintenance Code for maintaining residential and commercial properties.  It was adopted to help maintain standards for maintaining buildings and property.  Their Council appointed a PRT of citizens and staff to review complaints; they delegated the authority of dealing with complaints to Joel Hansen, the City Inspector/Planner and Street Superintendent.  The PRT guides him and that process is isolated and removed from elected officials.  They work closely with the attorneys and the Council trusts them to handle complaints and code violations.  They work slowly and carefully and they do not reveal who files complaints.  

Mr. Hansen presented a power point presentation and noted that their PRT is a partnership with the police and other individuals and entities.  Their PRT is comprised of various individuals  including police, a building inspector, the City Clerk, landlord coalition, director of housing, the City Attorney, a student council representative and more.  Their process is complaint driven; they give notice once a complaint is filed.  They set up inspections; inspection results are presented to the PRT.  The PRT decides what to do from there.  They are required to meet six times per year; however they meet monthly right now.  They can assess fines per day, perform HazMat assessments and much more all the way to foreclosure if necessary.  Mr. Hansen noted that it’s important to have legal counsel all the way.  He said they place a priority on public safety and use placards indicated certain hazards that exist on various properties.  The PRT monitors progress, implements strategies and verifies compliance among many other functions.   

City Attorney, Jim Ellison, asked how they handle the cost of demolition; often the City doesn’t recover the cost of demolition.  Mr. Hansen said it was a problem for them too.  They are able to assess a fine system up to $500 per day for 30 days which helps cover the cost of demolition.  

Mayor Mayo said he’s talked to several other communities which utilize a PRT system and have found it works very well.  He said City staff, including our City Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer, have compiled a lot of good information,.   He noted that the power point presentation by Mr. Hansen can be made available to anyone who is interested.  Mayor Mayo thanked Mr. Johnson and Mr. Hansen for presenting information on their PRT.  The Mayor said he believes it’s the staff’s intent to bring the PRT team forward to the Council for consideration.

2. Approve the Gering Rural Economic Development Grant (REDG) Program Plan, Policies and Procedures Document

Councilmember Gibbs moved to approve the Gering Rural Economic Development Grant (REDG) Program Plan, Policies and Procedures Document.
Seconded by Councilmember Christensen.  

Discussion:  City Administrator Danielzuk stated that this is a business aspect of completing the grant application process for the revolving loan fund for the Rural Economic Development grant that was applied for last month.  This will authorize the Mayor to sign the document.  

The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison.  Motion carried.

3. Golf Course Policies
Councilmember Smith, Chairman of the Recreation Committee, stated that the Recreation Committee reviewed the golf course polices. These are the first written polices the golf course has had.  They made one change on the second page, third paragraph.  It will state that “The City is not responsible for all or any damages”…on the second line it will state “by patrons while they are playing golf at Monument Shadows Golf Course.”  

Councilmember Smith made a motion to approve the Monument Shadows Golf Course Policies with the previously stated change.  Seconded by Councilmember Allred.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison.  Motion carried.

4.  Water Conservation, Drought and Emergency Contingency Plan Ordinance #1969.
Public Works Director, Pat Heath, reported that this ordinance was re-written by staff because of the water project a few years back.  The major changes are in section 5 on the termination, administrative enforcements, how we turn water off, how we notify people, the warnings and notice of termination.  They changed the fines to “up to $250”; Mr. Heath said that gets us more in line with the averages of other cities in the state.  He added that they changed some of the language on violations.  This ordinance has been in place for ten years, it just needed an upgrade because our water system changed.  It has been reviewed by the City Attorney.     

Mayor Mayo entertained a motion to adopt the Water Conservation, Drought and Emergency Contingency Plan Ordinance #1969.  Councilmember Shields made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 1969 entitled: Water Conservation, Drought and Emergency Contingency Plan Ordinance #1969.  Seconded by Council member Gibbs.  

The Clerk stated: Councilmember Shields moved that the Ordinance be designated as Ordinance No.1969 and the title thereof approved, and that the Statutory Rule requiring Ordinances to be fully and distinctly read on three different days be dispensed with, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  The roll was called and the following voted “AYE”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan. “NAY”: None.  Abstaining: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison. 

	The motion to suspend the statutory rule having been concurred in by three-fourths of all members elected to the Council, was, by the Mayor declared to have carried.

	Whereupon Ordinance No.1966 was read by title only, Councilmember Allred moved that the Ordinance be passed as read, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Shields.  The Mayor stated:  “The question is shall Ordinance No. 1969 be passed and adopted?”  The roll was called and the following voted “AYE”:  Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan. “NAY”: None.  Abstaining: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison.

	The passage and adoption of the Ordinance having been concurred in by a majority of all members elected to the Council was by the Mayor declared passed and adopted; and the Mayor, in the presence of the Council, signed the Ordinance, and City Clerk Welfl attested its passage and affixed her signature and the seal of the City thereto.

	The above and foregoing was passed at a regular meeting of the City Council at their regular meeting place at 7:00 P.M. on the 11th day of March, 2013.

REPORTS OF STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND STANDING COMMITTEES: 
1. Fire Department Annual Report
Fire Chief, Jay Templar, reported on some of the training that has taken place this last year and the last few years with regard to prescribed burns and controlled burns and teaching our firefighters fire behavior.  He stated that the training came into play this last year with our participation in many of the larger wild fires, including forces sent to help with fires in other areas such as Chadron and Crawford.  He added that we had numerous fires of our own right here in Gering including a rash of garage fires.  Chief Templar reported that we had 616 calls in 2012 which was a record high and we provided mutual aide to other departments 52 times.  He also said that loss of property was up quite a bit in 2012; the City’s was $286,000 and rural was $246,000.  There were 6024 personnel hours on calls and with training, meetings and public education there were 13,704 hours for the year.  

Chief Templar went on to say that our ISO rating is at a 4 again which is good; he’d like to see us at a 3 but it’s difficult to do without going to full-time people.  He commended the Fire Department personnel and thanked the Council for their support.  

2. Department reports
Captain George Holthus, Public Works Director Pat Heath, Sanitation Director Rick Hurt and City Engineer Paul Snarr gave informational reports about their departments.  

3.  Committee Reports 
There were no committee reports  

4. Administrator’s Report
City Administrator, Lane Danielzuk, stated that on February 26 the Mayor received acknowledgement from the USDA Rural Division on receiving our application for $300,000 for the Rural Economic Development Grant.  The City of Lexington received the fourth REDG grant in 2012.  Their grant for $300,000 was to upgrade servers and computer networks for the Electronic Medical Records system for the Lexington Regional Health Center.  All of the Rural Economic Development Grants received in Nebraska last year were in Dawson County.   He added that hopefully we will be the fifth to receive this grant and bring it to the Panhandle.  

Mr. Danielzuk went on to talk about transportation.  He cited an article by Ryan Holeywell that stated that “Rep. Bill Shuster, the Republican chair of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, and Sen. Barbara Boxer, the Democrat who leads the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, spoke before a conference of state highway officials in February.  The two lawmakers said they’ve already started discussing the successor to MAP-21, the highway bill Congress passed last year that is set to expire in 2014.  The shorter-term bill was passed last year largely because Congress struggled to agree on a way to pay for the legislature.  …as Congress crafts the next highway bill, it will almost certainly have to more substantively address the issue of funding – or otherwise make big cuts. That challenge comes at a time when many policy experts are calling for an increase in the gas tax to solve the problem, but many lawmakers still find a gas tax hike politically unpalatable.  Both Shuster and Boxer say they favor the user-pays principle – the idea that those who use the road system should pay for it – which is the basis of the gas tax.  At the same time, that gas tax is proving financially unsustainable, since it hasn’t increased in nearly 20 years, and improvements in fuel efficiency mean people are paying less money to drive.  Politically, a move toward a national vehicle-miles travelled fee may not be practical yet. …Lawmakers opted against exploring VMT in the latest highway bill.  Shuster also touted a plan…using royalties from gas and oil found on federal lands to help fund transportation.”

Mr. Danielzuk went on to say, in another article by Mark Funkhouser, “The shortfall in federal spending on transportation infrastructure is running at about $30 billion annually.  There was, of course, a brief respite for the states in the form of federal stimulus money for transportation:  About 6 percent of the $831 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding, or $49 billion, was spent on transportation infrastructure.  …it was a one-time infusion that did not address the long-term funding shortfall.

Now, in the aftermath of the recession and the stimulus, there is even less likelihood of major federal investment in infrastructure.  Whatever political juice is left in Washington will likely be spent trying to bring the federal deficit under control.  In fact, the Eno Center for Transportation reports that a 35 percent cut in federal transportation funding is likely in order to bring federal funding in line with Highway Trust Fund revenues.”

Mr. Danielzuk went on to say that on a State level, according to the League of Nebraska Municipalities, LB 84 earmarked ¼ percent of the state sales tax revenue to provide additional funding for highways, expressways and roads.  LB 531 would repeal the Build Nebraska Act and eliminate the State Highway Capital Improvement Fund as passed in LB 84 (2011).  The Build Nebraska Act, enacted with passage of LB 84, provides as follows:  Effective July 1, 2013 until July 1, 2033, the proceeds from a sales and use tax rate of one-quarter of one percent are credited 85 percent to the State Highway Capital Improvement Fund and 15 percent to the Highway Allocation Fund.  

As provided in the LB 84, money credited to the State Highway Capital Improvement Fund is to be used as follows: a) At least 25 percent of the money is to be used for construction of the expressway system and federally designated high priority corridors.  Estimates from the Department of Revenue indicate that revenue from .25 percent sales tax will equal $60 million in FY13-14 (11 months) and $75 million in FY14-15.  Mr. Danielzuk stated that this could affect the completion of the Heartland Expressway.

Mr. Danielzuk added some items of interest to municipalities from the League:  
LB 266:  League strongly opposes bill to repeal LB 357 (2012), the League’s half-cent sales tax bill.
LB 643:  League bill on regulation of grass, weeds advances to General File.
LB 363:  Bill to limit public records charges advances to Select File.

5. Mayor’s Report
Mayor Mayo reported that he received a letter from Sherriff Overman that he, at the direction of the County Board Chairman, is going to do some research regarding County-wide law enforcement; he states in the letter how he plans to go about doing the research. The Mayor also reported that he, in support of our interests in the Heartland Expressway, wrote a letter that stating that we oppose the repeal of that quarter cent sales tax that Deb Fisher worked hard for us to get. He added that we do have support from several communities east to west and north and south in that regard.  

He also sent letters to all the Senators in Nebraska regarding LR 29 CA which is a constitutional amendment that would change the wording in our economic development from “substandard and blighted” to “property in need of rehabilitation and redevelopment”.  It’s in regard to our TIF (Tax Increment Financing).  It is also to increase that length from 15 years of tax increment funding to 20 years.  We have several members in the State Legislature that are supportive of these changes.  

The Mayor also sent a letter to Senator Harms and the rest of the Senate and received a letter from Senator Brashear saying he appreciates the Mayor’s letter and his support of LB 284. It makes two changes to the Political Subdivision Torts Claims Act.  The bill increases the liability caps of political sub-divisions against governments from $1,000,000.00 to $3,000,000.00 per person and from $5,000,000.00 to $12,000,000.00 per incident and extends the time a tort claim can be filed. The Mayor doesn’t feel we need additional monies coming out of our treasuries to pay for these things; cities shouldn’t be left holding the bag on these issues.

The Bureau of Reclamation reports that water for storage in the North Platte project is 254,600     acre feet, or 41% of the average.  If they don’t get more water in they may not deliver water this year for irrigation.

The Mayor also said it might be time to look at a Regional Comprehensive Plan for Economic Development.
	
Mayor Mayo asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Christensen made the motion to adjourn. Seconded by Councilmember Allred. There was no discussion.  Mayor Mayo called for the vote: “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, Allred, Shields and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: McFarland and Morrison.

The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.



														
								Edwin Mayo, Mayor
ATTEST:


								
Kathleen J. Welfl, City Clerk

