THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, July 22, 2013

A regular meeting of the City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on July 22, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Gering City Hall at 1025 P Street, Gering.  Present were Mayor Mayo and Councilmembers Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan. Also present were City Administrator Lane Danielzuk, City Clerk Kathy Welfl and City Attorney, Jim Ellison.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Gering Citizen, the designated method of giving notice.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Mayo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and there was a prayer by Rev. Lewis Warren.  The Mayor noted that there was a quorum of the Council and City business could be conducted.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Gibbs to excuse the absence of Councilmember Allred from the July 8, 2013 Regular Council Meeting.  Seconded by Councilmember Shields.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

OPEN MEETINGS ACT-NEBRASKA REV. STATUATE CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14
Mayor Mayo indicated Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 84, Article 14, requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room and he indicated where the Open Meetings Act is posted.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Loretta Roth, a Gering resident, stated that she has concerns about the fireworks situation and feels it needs to be readdressed.  She said that she asked Councilmember Christensen to come over to her residence after July 4, 2013 and they gathered a half a garbage bag full of debris from fireworks. She stated that she has a concern about a fire resulting from fireworks and has trees that could catch fire on her property.  She said that many residents did not clean up after July 4 and much of the debris washed down the street.  She added that a group stated that setting off fireworks is their independence right; in her opinion Independence rights come from supporting one another, not placing fear in the hearts of people.  She said she has a neighbor with a grandson who dives for the ground when he hears fireworks because of being in the military; it also affects the elderly and animals.  She said we have firemen but they have to put their lives at risk for the enjoyment of others.  Her insurance company said if there’s a fire at her home the persons who cause it are the ones responsible…but prove it.  Most states don’t allow fireworks due to heat, lightning strikes, etc.  She stated that independence is a matter of opinion.  She feels we need to have a designated place where all can gather to set off fireworks and have emergency personnel there, but have it somewhat confined so we don’t have the fears that we have, as older people especially, about fires.  

Gering resident, Judy Hoxworth, added that a floating lantern landed on her lower deck.  She also said that a firework burned a hole in a shade at her home which will cost several hundred dollars to replace.  She said that many people don’t stop setting off fireworks until after the 10:30 cut-off time.  She added that the whole ten days is a literal nightmare and many people feel that way. 

Councilmember Christensen said that he thinks the City Council needs to discuss the fireworks issue and suggested the Administrative Committee discuss it at one of their meetings.  He said we need to encourage people to clean up after the fireworks.  He said it’s dangerous and people shouldn’t have to put up with cleaning their yards after fireworks.  We need to talk about what we can do for better regulations and cleaning up after fireworks; it stays in the streets until the street sweeper comes along and cleans it up. Councilmember McFarland said that the Administrative Committee will set a meeting to discuss this.  Councilmember Allred stated for the record that he sees trash in many places in Gering, and the lanterns can be purchased year-round; they are not a firework.  

Mayor Mayo displayed a plaque presented by High Plains Auto Club to the City of Gering for the Father’s Day Classic.  

CONSENT AGENDA:
(Items under the Consent Agenda are proposed for adoption by one action for all items unless any member of Council requests that an item be considered separately.)
1. Approve minutes of the July 8, 2013 Regular Council Meeting
2. Approve minutes of the July 16, 2013 Special Council Meeting
3. Approve Claims 
4. Approve Financials
5. Amendment & Restatement of the City of Gering, Nebraska Police Officers’ Pension Plan
6. Amendment & Restatement of the City of Gering, Nebraska Firefighters’ Pension Plan
7. Approve Mayor signing Letter of Support for WING/HIDTA

Claims: 7-3-13 TO 7-16-13
ACCUSTAR SURVEYING $3,470.00 CELL 6, ALAMAR UNIFORMS $254.39 SPEAKER & BRACKET, ALTEC INDUSTRIES $108.90 SUPP., ARBOR ROCK $2,735.62 GROUNDSKEEPER/FREIGHT, AUTO ZONE $273.90 PARTS, B & C STEEL $1,303.00 REBAR/BENCHES, BAIRD HOLM LLP $2,950.00 FIRE/GENERAL PENSION, BENZEL PEST CONTROL $102.90 RODENT CONTROL, BETTER HOMES & GARDENS $36.28 CHRISTMAS FROM THE HEART V22., BLUFFS SANITARY SUPPLY $1,623.79 SUPP., BRADLEY BEWLEY $171.00 TRAVEL EXP., BRIDGESTONE GOLF $444.66 GOLF BALLS, BROADWAY OFFICE 41,312.97 SUPP., CALLAWAY GOLF CO. $158.30 PUTTER, CAPWN $20.00 GARDEN PLOT, CASTRO ROOFING $5,160.00 ROOF RPR., CENTURY LINK $2,314.05 CHRG., CHARTER COMM. $333.53 TV/MUSIC SRV., CHIEF SUPPLY $59.38 BATTERIES, CHIMNEY ROCK PPD $1,824.18 POLES, CITY OF GERING $34.37 COFFEE/PASTRIES FOR MEETING, CITY OF GERING – GEN ACCT. $65,000.00 TRANSFER FOR ACH, CITY PAYROLL TRUST $3,779.87 FSA MEDICAL 125, CODY HOTLINE SCHOOL $750.00 STUDENT FEES, CONNECTING POINT $62.00 CONTRACT, CONTRACTORS MATERIALS $592.50 HAMMER DRILL KIT, CREDIT MANAGEMENT SRV. $174.99 GARNISHMENT, CRESCENT ELECTRIC $1,399.68 SUPP., CULLIGAN $91.70 SALT, DALE SCHNEIDER $41.00 TRAINING EXP., DALES TIRE $1,364.00 TIRES/WHEELS, DAVID PTAK $150.00 LEGAL FEES, DEBBIE FLOWERS $100.00 TREE REBATE, DHHS $19.00 LAB FEE, DOOLEY OIL $1,601.00 DIESEL, DUTTON-LAINSON $3,780.36 SUPP/PARTS, ECOLAB $69.00 WWTP RPRS., ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION $82.00 SRV., ELECTRIC PUMP $129.34 WWTP RPRS., ELLIOTT EQUIPMENT $327,401.74 CAPITAL EQUIP. PURCHASE, ENVIRO. SRV. $924.00 LAB FEES, FASTENAL CO. $626.48 SUPP., FIRST STATE BANK $338.96 IBEW UNION DUES, FIRST WIRELESS $70.00 BATTERY PACK, FISHER WELL SRV. $264.50 WHP WELL PRP., FORT DEARBORN $134.16 LIFE INS. PREM., FRANK IMPLEMENT $1,146.52 FUEL/BELTS/SUPP., FREMONT MOTORS $12.50 GASKET, FRESH FOODS $50.48 SUPP., GALE $208.42 BOOKS, GERING CITIZEN $329.07 LEGAL NOTICES, GERING LEGION BASEBALL $20,000.00 KENO FUNDS/OVRHD AWNING, GERING MERCHANTS $311.00 KENO FUNDS, GERING VALLEY & HEATING $380.80 SRV., GROA $105.00 CONF. BOOKS, GOLF DESIGN $133.70 CAP CLIPS, GOLF SOFTWARE $79.95 SCORECARDS, GREATAMERICA LEASING CORP. $543.08 FAX MACHINE LEASE AGREEMENT, GRIBBLE MATT $171.00 TRAVEL EXP., HACH CO. $498.28 SUPP., HAWKINS $4,010.50 AZONE 15, HD SUPPLY $2,052.86 MAIN RPR., HEILBRUN $1,417.07 BATTERY/WARRANTY, HENSLEY BATTERY & ELEC.,$2,039.54 BATTERIES, HIGH PLAINS AUTO CLUB $3,000.00 KENO FUNDS, HOKE WELDING & RPR. $37.50 WELD FRYER, HONEY-WAGON EXPRESS $120.00 CLEAN GREASE TRAP, HULLINGER GLASS & LOCKS $10.00 KEYS, IRS $114.54 GARNISHMENT 2, IA-NE-SD PRIMA CHAPTER $100.00 PRIMA CHAPER WORKSHOP/DUES, ICMA ELECTONIC RETIREMENT $504.14 ICMA CITY ADMIN., IDEAL LINEN $318.27 SUPP., INDEPENDENT PLUMBING $1,350.56 SUPP/PARTS, INLAND TRUCK PARTS $82.78 FILTER BRACKET, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $42,560.34 FED/FICA TAX, INTERSTATE BATTERIES $579.65 BATTERY, INTRALINKS TECH SOLUTIONS $1,523.68 COMPUTER SUPPORT, IVETTE GUDAHL $29.67 OVERPAID FINAL, JIRDON $480.09 PRIMER/GLYPHOMATE, JIRDON AGRI CHEMICALS $4,804.82 LIQ. IRON/SUPER GREEN, JOHN HANCOCK $12,606.79 JH RETIRE 6%, JOHNSON CASHWAY $308.02 WINDOW/DOOR RPR., KARENS CLEANING $425.00 CLEANING SRV., KATHLEEN LAUGHLIN $165.00 GARNISHMENT 2, KLING CHRIS $171.00 TRAVEL EXP., KOVARIK, ELLISON & MATHIS $3,053.75 LEGAL FEES, KRIZ-DAVIS $694.88 LED FIXTURE, LL JOHNSON DISTRIB. $439.80 BOARD EXCHANGE PROGRAM, LANE DANIELZUK $454.17 NCMA CONF/MILAGE EXP.,LEAGUE OF NE MUN. $95.00 NCMA CONF., LIGHTHOUSE ELEC. $966.00 ELEC. WORK/CLUBHOUSE SIGN, MASEK GOLD CAR CO. $336.00 TOURNAMENT RENTAL FEE, MAXX SUNGLASSES $$254.43 SUNGLASSES, MCMASTER-CARR SUPPLY CO. $12.71 PLASTIC PLUG, MEAT SHOPPE $23,138.13 CATERING COSTS, MEMPHIS NET & TWINE $145.05 TOURNAMENT VOLLEYBALL NET, MENARDS $683.16 CAST SEWAGE PUMP, MG TRUST $4,538.58 MG-T POLICE, MONUMENT SHADOWS GOLF $1,150.00 KENO FUNDS, MORRISON CLINT $1,222.76 TIF 6/13 PYMT., MUNICIPAL SUPPLY $4,200.70 MAIN RPR., NE CHILD SUPPORT PYMT. $820.74 CHILD SUPPORT 1, NE PUBLIC POWER DIST. $3,697.70 ELECTRIC UTILITIES, NE SAFETY/FIRE EQUIP. $377.00 ALARM/FIRE EXT. INSPECTION, NE GOLF ASSOC. $3,066.00 NGA MEMBERSHIP – HANDICAPS, NE LAW ENFORCEMENT $50.00 RECERT FOR FIREARMS, NE LIBRARY COMMISSION $20.00 ONLINE INTELCTUL & CORE VALUES, NE MACHINERY CO $3,078.07 EQUIPMENT RENTAL, NE TRANSPORT CO $590.30 FREIGHT TO RETURN GRABARM, NEBRASKALAND TIRE $669.28 TIRES/DISPOSAL, NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS $300.39 PRESSURE VAC BREAKER, OCLC INC. $74.49 ILL/ACCESS MO SUB.,OREGON TRAIL PLUMBING $98.00 CK COOLING UNIT/SAFETY SWITCH, PANHANDLE COOP $913.58 253 GAL. DYED RUBY, PANHANDLE GEOT. $1,429.75 EAST U STREET TESTING, PANHANDLE HUMANE SOCIETY $2,777.92 ANIMAL CONTROL/FEES, PARAGON $495.77 CLUBS, PAUL L REED CO. $286,253.96 U STREET/7TH STREET PAVING, PENWORTHY CO. $78.79 BOOKS, PING $480.69 IRON SETS, PITNEY BOWES $1,590.00 POSTAGE METER, POWERPLAN OIB $351.52 QUICK COUPLERS, PURCHASE POWER $71.00 POSTAGE METER, RAMADA INN $150.00 LODGING, RECORDED BOOKS $109.74 CD BOOKS, ROOSEVELT PUBLIC POWER $34.85 ELECTRIC UTILITY, SANDBERG IMPLEMENT $128.65 HONDA PARTS/FREIGHT, SANDRA HUFFMAN $37.00 OVERPAID FINAL, SCOTTS BLUFF CO AMBULANCE SRV. $316.23 AMBULANCE CONTRACT, SCOTTSBLUFF WINNELSON $475.31 WHP WATER HEATER, SCOTTSBLUFF/GERING UNITED WAY $24.00 CONTRIBUTION, SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER $525.00 FINANCIAL SUPPORT, SIMON CONTRACTORS $2,545.72 WATERTANK MAINT., SLAFTER OIL $4,131.19 SUPP., SOLOMON CORP. $2,420.03 OCR RPR/LABOR/PARTS, SOLUTIONS EAP $244.55 COUNSELING, SONNYS TOWING $130.00 ABANDONED VEHICLE TOWING, SOURCE GAS $2,888.33 GAS UTILITIES, SUGAR VALLEY FED. CREDIT $1,518.08 CREDIT UNION, SYSCO DENVER $114.10 STOCK/POT/FRY PAN, TAYLOR MADE GOLF CO. $516.20 CLUBS, TEAM CHEVROLET $592.32 RPR.TERRY CARPENTER INC. $650.00 WATER WELL LAND RENT, TEST AMERICA $169.00 LAB-REBILLED CS PRECISION, THE ROCK PILE $434.23 SHINGLE REBILLED, TITLELIST $372.66 HEADWEAR, TOMMYS JOHNNYS $130.00 SRV., TOWNSEND BUILDING SPECIAL 4135.00 CLOSING ROA, TRAVIS ENLOW $20.00 SWIM LESSON REIMB., UNITED CHAMBER OF COMM. $258.00 CONF., US AUTO FORCE $39.06 B TURF GLIDE, US BANK $142.25 COPIER CONTRACT, VALLEY BANK $280.00 PO UNION DUES, VALLEY BANK & TRUST $4,134.44 HAS CTRB 125, VANCE JEFF $210.00 WHP WATER HEATER INSTALL, WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL $276.82 COPYSTAR COPIER LEASE, WESTCO $26,775.19 GASOHOL, WESTERN PATHOLOGY CONSULTANTS $169.20 DRUG SCREEN, WINCHELL CLEANING SRV. $720.00 CLEANING SRV.  

Councilmember McFarland moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by Councilmember Christensen. There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS” None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING:  None.

BIDS: None.

CURRENT BUSINESS:
1.	Approve Keno Applications:									A.	City of Gering/Gering Public Schools
	B.	Gering Volunteer Fire Department

Darrell Bentley, Chairman of the Keno Committee, reported to Council that the Gering Schools would like to move Girls Softball back to Gering rather than the Carpenters Center.  They have to get the diamonds to where they’ll meet regulations.  The Keno Committee felt they would like to fund up to $10,000 for this year and ask them to come back next year when they are better prepared to make a request.  They’ll know better what they need next year after this Fall.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Bentley went on to say that the Gering Volunteer Fire Department is asking for funds for a training center.  He said the Fire Department represents us well and takes good care of us.  If they have their own facility, other communities can use it as well and our ISO rating will improve.  The Committee felt we have a very good fire department and they’re worth spending the money on.  

Councilmember Smith said he probably should declare a conflict of interest before voting as he’s a member of the Gering Booster Club and Councilmember Cowan said he has a conflict of interest voting on the Fire Department request.  Councilmember Gibbs said if there is no financial gain there is no conflict.      

Motion by Councilmember Gibbs to allow Councilmember Smith and Cowan to vote on the Keno requests as there is no conflict of interest because there is no financial gain for either party.  Seconded by Councilmember McFarland. There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS” None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Motion by Councilmember McFarland to approve the Keno Application requests.  Seconded by Councilmember McFarland. 
Discussion: Councilmember Christensen asked where the rest of the money will come from to complete the softball diamond.  Mayor Mayo said that the school and City will contribute their portion.  Councilmember Smith said they won’t replace the lights right now, they feel the lights that are there now will work until they can replace them.   
The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS” None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

CLOSED SESSION:
(Council reserves the right to enter into closed session if deemed necessary.)

REPORTS OF STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND STANDING COMMITTEES:   
1. Department/Staff Reports (informational only)	
2. Committee Reports & Council Member Comments
	Councilmember Christensen said Oregon Trail Days was another big success. He
 	Commended the City Staff for all their work to help make it a great event.  
3. Administrator’s Report:
	Administrator Danielzuk commented on:
· Treasury Department on the Federal Level
· USDA Rural Development announced that Gering was awarded with a $300,000 grant for the Legacy of the Plains Museum for their expansion project.
· The trail plan for Scotts Bluff National Monument will be released for 30-day public comment on July 22.  Also, the PDC has accepted the Monument Pedestrian/Bike Lane into the short list of potential projects for Nebraska Federal Lands Access Program. 
· ACE will increase overall selections and provides the lowest reported rollover rate.
4. Mayor’s Report:
· We have roughly seven months to complete the planning stages for the $30,000 planning grant for the Downtown Revitalization project.  That committee will meet again on August 1.
· The Downtown Merchants are needing assistance for the State Baseball Tournament kick-off dinner and the pancake feed, etc. 
· The Mayor commended John Mejia for successfully completing the 2013 CDGB Certification Workshop and passing a four-hour test.

ADJOURN

Councilmember Christensen made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote: “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.


														
								Edwin Mayo, Mayor

ATTEST:


								
Kathleen J. Welfl, City Clerk

