THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, August 12, 2013

A regular meeting of the City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on August 12, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Gering City Hall at 1025 P Street, Gering.  Present were Mayor Mayo and Councilmembers Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan. Also present were City Administrator Lane Danielzuk, City Clerk Kathy Welfl and Acting City Attorney, Matt Turman.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Gering Citizen, the designated method of giving notice.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Mayo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and there was a prayer by Pastor Mike Mead.  The Mayor noted that there was a quorum of the Council and City business could be conducted.  

There were no Council absences to excuse.

OPEN MEETINGS ACT-NEBRASKA REV. STATUATE CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14
Mayor Mayo indicated Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 84, Article 14, requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room and he indicated where the Open Meetings Act is posted.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS:
None.

CONSENT AGENDA:
(Items under the Consent Agenda are proposed for adoption by one action for all items unless any member of Council requests that an item be considered separately.)
1. Approve minutes of the July 22, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting
2. Approve Claims 
3. Approve Nebraska Police Officer’s Pension Plan Resolution 8-13-1
4. Approve Nebraska Firefighters Pension Plan Resolution 8-13-2
5. Rescind the temporary ban of asphalt shingles to the Gering Landfill

Claims: 
7-17-13 to 8-7-13
ADVANCED AUTO PARTS $44.47 WIPER BLADES, ALAMAR UNIFORMS $1,026.09 SHIRTS/PATCHES, ALLO COMMUNICATIONS $689.00 INTERNET/PHONE, ALTEC INDUSTRIES $2,958.29, HZMT. RPR KIT/SUPP., AMAZON $213.96 BOOKS, APPLIED CONCEPTS $197.00 ANTENNA CABLE, ARAPAHOE PLUMBING SALES $1,395.84 220b FLOW BRASS SENSOR, B & C STEEL $119.99 CONT. STRAPS, BENZEL CONSTRUCTION $59.00 LABOR/MATERIALS U STREET PROJECT, BENZEL PEST CONTROL $106.00 RODENT CONTROL, BIG MACK $375.37 RENTAL HEATER RPR., BLACKBURN MAN. $204.91 PR LG 30 W, BLOOMBERG BUSINESS WEEK $21.40 SUB., BLUFFS SANITARY $1,243.14 SUPP., BOUND TO STAY BOUND BOOKS $623.68 BOOKS, BRIDES $12.81 SUB., BRIDGESTONE GOLF $964.44 GOLF BALLS, BROADWAY OFFICE SUPPLY $2,740.07 FILE, BUDGET TIRE $124.75 TIRES/SRV., C & M AIR COOLED ENGINE $523.84 MOTOR, CADDIES $729.19 MEDALS FOR DETER EVENT, CARD SERVICES $6,960.52 JUNE PYMT., CARD SERVICES $1,549.42 GFOA/ROOM/BAGGAGE FEES, CARHART $179.76 SAFETY SHIRTS, CARLTON INDUSTRIES $168.38 15 PANEL/ADHES, CARR-TRUMBULL LUMBER $41.00 TOTOTILLER RENTAL, CARTER SANDRA $75.00 RV ROOM REFUND, CENTURY LINK $2,386.43 TELEPHONE SRV., CHARTER COMM. $538.82 CABLE/INTERNET SRV., CHIEF SUPPLY $37.29 BATTERY, CITY DIRECTORIES $208.00 CDI BOOK/AD, CITY INSURANCE FUND $118,178.64 HEALTH PREM 125, CITY OF GERING $116.25 MAYORS PRAYER BREAKFAST, CITY OF GERING – GENERAL AC $65,000.00 ACH TRANSFER PAYROLL FUNDS, CITY OF SCOTTSBLUFF $2,835.44 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FEES, CITY PAYROLL TRUST $6,607.95 FSA MEDICAL 125, CLEVELAND GOLF $574.40 GOLF BALLS, COMPANION CORP. $899.00 SOFTWARE SUB., CONCRETE CATTLE CO. $966.00 MAIN RPR., CONNECTING POINT $62.00 COPIER CONTRACT, CONTRACTORS MATERIALS $1,796.21 IMPACT DRILL, COSMOPOLITAN $59.94 SUB., CPI $127.50 PROF. SRV., CREDIT MANAGEMENT SRV. $174.99 GARNISHMENT, CRESCENT ELECTRIC $842.93 CIAGENT TERMINATION, CULLIGAN $78.60 SALT, CURVES $72.76 WELLNESS, D & H ELECTRONICS $52.56 BATTERIES, DALES TIRE $3,023.33 G5 TIRES, DANKO EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT $417.87 LICENSE PLATE TAGS, DETER DYNASTY $1,145.66 FUNDS FROM ENTRY FEE/DETER DYN., DHHS $35.00 LAB, DIA $159.00 PARKING FEES, DIAMOND VOGEL PAINTS $149.67 MAIN RPR., DIETRICH DISTRIBUTING $329.00 BEVERAGES, DITCH WITCH $849.71 SUPP/PARTS, DOLLAR GENERAL $34.24 SUPP., DOOLEY OIL $3,026.32 DIESEL, DOSHIER CONSTRUCTION $540.00 CONCRETE FORMS, DUTTON-LAINSON CO. $4,203.99 CAP/ALUM WIRE, EAGLE GRAPHICS $35.00 PLAQ/DETER, ECOLAB $159.50 PEST CONTROL, ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION $228.50 PEST CONTROL, ELLIOTT EQUIPMENT $100.00 SUPP., ENVIRO SRV. $1,899.00 LAB, FARMER’S RANCHERS $42.00 FUEL, FASTENAL $1,259.16 CAPSCREWS/SUPP., FEDEX $244.64 LAB, FIRST STATE BANK $338.96 IBEW UNION DUES, FIRST WIRELESS $285.01 NEW SEWER JET, FLOYDS SALES $3,588.59 G9 STEERING RPR., FOOTJOY $571.79 SANDALS, FORT DEARBORN LIFE INS. $116.96 LIFE INS PREM, FRANK IMPLEMENT $318.86 SUPP., FREMONT MOTORS $137.91 FLOOD KIT, FRESH FOODS $34.90 BOTTLED WATER, FSP BOOKS/VIDEOS $1,493.20 HAZMAT-AWARENESS/OPERATOR TEXT, GALE $340.14 BOOKS, GCSAA $365.00 GOLF COURSE MANAGEMENT MEMBER FEES, GERING CITIZEN $683.09 LEGALS, GERING COURIER $50.00 AD/ART FESTIVAL, GERING GARDEN CENTER $821.95 FLOWERS/STATUE/AM/SR CENTER, GERING MERCHANTS $2,577.18 2013 ARTS FESTIVAL, GERING U-SAVE PHARMACY $49.48 PRECISION XTRA OTC, GERING VALLEY PLUMBING $143.00 LEAK RPR. ON UNIT 6, GERING VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. $225.00 EXP/PRESCOTT AZ., GERING FT. LARAMIE IRRIGATION $333.95 WATER RIGHTS, GLOCK PROF. $35.00 FLASHLIGHT/CD, GT DISTRIBUTORS $2,844.00 FIREARMS, GUHN PAUL $5,000.00 GRANT/1 EMPLOYEE, HARDING & SHULTZ $4,109.86 LEGAL FEES, HARIMON RICK $2,200.00 CLEANING SRV., HARRINGTON INDUSTRIAL $582.51 PVC/POOL PARTS, HAVRANEK CARRIE $601.50 SIMPLY WELL CONF/TRAVEL/MEALS, HAWKINS INC. $4,240.60 WATER CHEMICALS, HD SUPPLY $266.80 MAIN RPR., HEILBRUN $1,244.25 HYD SEAL KIT/FREIGHT/LABOR, HENNINGS CONSTRUCTION $9,198.00 WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS, HOKE WELDING/RPR. $311.50 RPLC RAILING TUBES/POOL, HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS $199.90 LODGING CHR., HOME DEPOT $223.07 HAND PUMP, HONEY WAGON EXPRESS $120.00 CLEAN GREASE, HORSE CREEK TIRE $376.61 LOADER TIRE REP., HULLINGER GLASS $125.00 INSTALL CLOSER ARE/SVC CALL, HY-TECH BUILDERS GROUP $250.00 SECURE 3 HOUSES, IRS $114.54 GARNISHMENT 2, ICMA ELECTRONIC RETIREMENT $504.14 ICMA CITY ADMIN., IDEAL LINEN SUPPLY $740.82 SUPP., IMPACT PLASTICS $791.14 100 CONT/LID RODS, INDEPENDENT PLUMBING $260.53 SUPP., INGRAM LIBRARY SRV. $1,549.16 BOOKS, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $46,571.27 FED/FICA TAX, INTRALINKS $3,721.02 SOFTWARE/MONITOR/PROCESSER, IRBY TOOL & SAFETY $645.76 MITTEN (9p-KIT), JC GOLF ASSESS. $406.38 SUPP., JOHN HANCOCK USA $13,016.22 JH RETIRE 6%, JOHN MEJIA $617.00 CDBG CERT WKSHP/MEALS/TRAVEL, JOHNSEN CORROSION ENGINE $610.00 TANK INSPECTION, JOHNSON CASHWAY $1,692.95 SUPP., KARENS CLEANING $425.00 CLEANING SRV., KATHLEEN LAUGHLIN $165.00 GARNISHMENT, KEMBEL SAND & GRAVEL $157.86 SAND, KLASSERT SAM $3,416.99 INSPECTION HRS., KNEB $339.00 DISPLAY AD, KOVARIK, ELLISON, MATHIS $6,964.44 LEGAL FEES, KRIZ DAVIS $18,259.85 30 LED FIXTURES, LL JOHNSON DISTRIBUTING $4,342.08 SPRINKLER HEADS, LEAGUE ASSOC/RISK MANAGEMENT $86.00 INSURANCE, LEAGUE OF NE MUN. $274.00 CONFERENCE, LOAF N JUG $53.18 FUEL, LOG IN/IACP NET $500.00 ANNUAL FEE TO IACP NET, LOGOZ $480.00 SHIRTS, LORMAN EDUCATIONAL SRV. $331.24 MGMNT MEMBERSHIP, MASEK GOLF CAR CO. $827.95 CART RENTAL, MATHESON TRI-GAS $632.14 SUPP., MATTHEW ESKAM $123.00 WASH WINDOWS, MCCROMETER $361.50 FOXBORO IT DISPLAY MOD/CABLE, MEAT SHOPPE $38,126.95 CATERING COST, MENARDS $192.20 SUPP., MERRICK & CO. $187.43 BOOSTER STR, MG TRUST CO. $5,346.74 MG-T-POLICE, MIDTOWN ANIMAL HOSPITAL $52.20 714 K-9, MIKES SCREEN PRINTING $81.00 SHIRTS, MINGE CONSTRUCTION $169,300.00 GUTTERS/MAINTENANCE, MOTOR FUELS DIVISION $1,717.00 APRIL-JUNE 2013 MOTOR FUEL, MULTI CULTURAL YOUTH LEAD $1,500.00 KENO FUNDS FOR CONFERENCE, MUNCIPAL EMERGENCY SRV. $4,209.47 BUNKER GEAR, MUNCIPAL ENERGY AGENCY $397,947.27 ELECTRIC CHARGES, MUNCIPAL SUPPLY $743.38 MAIN RPR., MURDOCH’S $7.04 SHOP SUPP., NASB $150.00 LAW WORKSHOP, NDOR-LODGING $690.69 CO. LODGING JUNE 2013, NE CHILD SUPPORT PYMT. $811.27 CHILD SUPPORT 1, NE DEPT OF REV (PR) $11,868.44 STATE TAX, NE DEPT OF REVENUE $60,903.01 JUNE 2013 SALES/USE TAX, NE DEPT ENVIR. QUALITY $8,925.80 SINKING FUND JUNE, NE DOR GAMING DIVISION $10,975.30 APRIL-JUNE 2013 LOTTERY TAXES, NE PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT $6,028.00 UTILITIES, NE SOCIETY OF ASSOC. EXEC. $350.00 NSAE DIRECTORY, NE STATE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS $880.00 MEMBERSHIP/ENROLLMENT, NE HEALTH & HUMAN SRV. $134.15 FINAL ENG REV FOR BOOSTER STATION, NE SAFETY/FIRE EQUIPMENT $957.00 FIRE ALARM/EXTING TEST, NEBRASKA CRIME COMMISSION $7.50 CJ DIRECTORY, NEBRASKA DEPT OF AGRI. $103.64, NEBRASKA ENVIR. PR. $8.02 SPRING, NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOC. $260.00 ANN. CONFERENCE, NEBRASKA SALT & GRAIN $3,793.40 SALT, NEBRASKA STATEWIDE ARBORE. $1,002.00 TRUCK RENTAL, NEBRASKA UNEMPLOYMENT $2,014.00 UNEMPLOYMENT, NEMNICH ERIC $335,410.00 TIF REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT, NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS $1,114.16 PVC PIPE/CMNT, OCLC INC. $74.93 SUB/ACCESS, OK TIRE $23.50 TIRE/TUBE, ONE CALL CONCEPTS $85.05 REG LOCATE FEE, PANHANDLE COOP $3,566.91 DIESEL, PANHANDLE GEOTECHNICAL $300.00 INSPECTION, PANHANDLE LIBRARY SYS. $17.00 DVD’S CLEANED, PAUL REED CONSTRUCTION $468,625.14 CELL 6 CONSTRUCTION, PETTY CASH $83.42 POSTAGE/SUPP., PHYSIO-CONTROL $468.00 MAINTENANCE, PING $407.78 GOLF CLUBS, PITNEY BOWES $731.40 POSTAGE METER CONTRACT, PITNEY BOWES $98.59 POSTAGE METER, POPULAR SCIENCE $19.97 SUB., POSTMASTER $1,200.00 MAILING PERMITS, POWERPLAN OIB $345.76 FILTERS, PRO QUALITY $29.00 PEST CONTROL, PURCHASE POWER $1,432.72 POSTAGE BY PHONE, RANDY RAINES $1,000.00 SUMMER BAND, RATLIFF NIKKI $95.00 TREE PLANTING REBATE, RECORDED BOOKS $85.45 CD BOOKS, RECOVERY SYSTEMS CO. $14,714.89 BALER RELINE PARTS, REGANIS AUTO $423.00 MODULE, REGIONAL BOOKS $43.52 BOOKS, REHRIG PACIFIC CO. $10,630.00 100-BROWN PLUS FRT, RE-NU UPHOLSTERY $215.00 MATERIAL/PADDING, RESPOND FIRST AID $137.29 SUPP., ROBINSON ELECTRIC $60.00 WELL RPR., ROOSEVELT PUBLIC POWER DIST. $28.60 UTILITIES, SANDBERG IMPLEMENT $967.83 MOWER BLADES, SCOTTS BLUFF CO REGISTER OF DEEDS $30.00 CERT/OWNERSHIP, SCHANK ROOFING $22,117.28 ROOF/OT PARK, SCHLOTHAUER GEORGE $90.00 REFUND FOR SWIM LESSONS, SCOTTS BLUFF CO COURT $154.00 CLAIMS FEES, SCOTTSBLUFF TOWING SRV. $315.00 TOW CHARGES, SCOTTSBLUFF WINNELSON $60.99 TEES, SCOTTSBLUFF GERING UNITED WAY $24.00 CONTRIBUTION, SCS ENGINEERS $19,909.23 CELL 6 CQA, SECURITY NATIONAL BANK $182.50 RECORDKEEPING SRV., SEVENTEEN $12.00 SUB., SHERWIN WILLIAMS $212.96 PAINT, SIMON CONTRACTORS $2,681.87 COLD MIX, SIMON CONTRACTORS $1,414.00 DYE/CONCRETE, SLAFTER OIL $48.30 MAG1 UNIV HYD, SNARR PAUL $14.95 INSPECTION/TIRE FEE, SNELL SRVS. $45.95 PIPE/CLAMPS, SOLAR TRAFFIC SYSTEMS $3,820.00 TRAFFIC SIGN, SOLUTIONS EAP $244.55 COUNSELING, SONNYS TOWING $145.00 TOW CHRG., SOURCE GAS $882.63 UTILITY CHRG., STAPLES CREDIT PLAN $129.98 SUPP., STAR HERALD $235.17 CLASSIFIED, STATE OF NE/DAS COMMUNICATION $268.36 NETWORK SRV. CHRG., SUGAR VALLEY CREDIT UNION $1,268.08 CREDIT UNION, SUN MOUNTAIN SPORTS $49.32 JACKET, SYSCO DENVER $131.89 SOAP, T & P SALES $75.89 METER PARTS, TASTE OF HOME BOOKS $14.98 SUB., THE ROCK PILE $2,143.02 CONCRETE, TITLEIST $4,681.60 GOLF BALLS, TOMAHAWK LIVE TRAP $161.18 PET CARRIER, TOOLBARN $168.42 BATTERY, TORRINGTON SOD FARMS $126.20 SOD, TOTAL LANDSCAPE $2,466.10 TREES, TRUCK ADDONS/TRAILER BLAZER $438.00 RUNNING BOARDS, TURPIN JURENE $180.00 QUIT CLAIM DEED, TWIN CITY DEVELOPMENT $12,500.00 4TH QUARTER DUES JULY-SEPT. 2013, UNITED AIRLINES $25.00 LUGGAGE FEES, UNITED CHAMBER OF COMM. $378.00 SEMINAR, UNITED WAY OF WESTERN NE $500.00 DEPOSIT REFUND, US AUTO FORCE $15.75 5 NHS B SMOOTH TL, US BANK EQUIPMENT FINANCE $142.25 CONTRACT, US WEEKLY $69.96 SUB., USA BLUE BOOK $916.43 SUPP., VALLEY BANK – POLICE $280.00 DUES, VALLEY BANK & TRUST $20,123.82 JUNE SINKING FUND, VAN PELT FENCING $35.00 SRV. CALL, VERIZON $250.10 PHONE CHRGS., WALMART $47.53 BINDERS, WESTCO $17,005.67 FUEL, WESTERN PATHOLOGY $119.20 DRUG SCREENS, WESTERN PLAINS $155.29 SRV. AGREMENT, WINCHELL CLEANING $1,330.00 CLEANING SRV., YMCA $518.36 WELLNESS

Motion by Councilmember Smith to remove item five, Rescind temporary ban of asphalt shingles to the landfill, from the Consent agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember McFarland.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS” None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

Councilmember Smith said there is 10 years left on the landfill and it takes 10 years to license a new landfill.  To take on extra waste for the cash flow of the sanitation department at this time, it could cost us big in the end if this landfill fills up too soon.  He asked why would we want to bury this if we can recycle it; he doesn't see the wisdom in that.  There's a business in Gering set up to handle shingles and recycle them; why would we take that away from this business? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember Allred said he has the same concerns.  Councilmember McFarland asked if we take do not action then will the ban continue?  Administrator Danielzuk replied yes.  Mayor Mayo said the way it's worded we need a motion to move forward with that.  

Councilmember Christensen asked what the reason is to rescind the ban.  Rick Hurt, Sanitation Director, said originally this ban was put in place until we had room in Cell 6.  Cell 6 is now in place and able to accept it.  It doesn't take up a lot of space and it generates revenue; this was just a temporary ban.  He agrees with recycling, but doesn't believe we'll get any of the contractors in town who currently recycle.   It’s cheaper to recycle; $30 per ton to recycle and $50 per ton to take shingles to the landfill.  But those people who refuse to recycle will go to another landfill or transfer station in the area.  He looked into the City recycling the shingles and found that it would be cost prohibitive for us to recycle them; t’s not economically feasible for us to do the separation.  He wants to give the ones who aren’t recycling now an opportunity to come back to the landfill instead of taking it somewhere else.  It’s a good thing to put in the landfill; it creates a liner on top of a liner.  

Motion by Councilmember Smith to continue the ban that is in place.  Seconded by Councilmember Shields.  There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison.  “NAYS”: Christensen, Gibbs, Cowan.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Councilmember McFarland to approve the balance of the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Smith.  There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

Bids:
1. 5th Street Water Main Replacement between N and O Street

Public Works Director, Pat Heath, said the City accepted bids to replace the water main between 5th and O Streets.  There were two bidders, Paul Reed and Hennings.  Hennings was the low bid of $39,209.  Staff recommends we accept the low bid of $39,209 from Hennings Construction.

Councilmember McFarland moved to approve the low bid of $39,209 from Hennings Construction for the 5th Street Water Main Replacement between N and O Street.  Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  There was no discussion. The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

Current Business:
1. Approve amended Legacy of the Plains/Rural Economic Development Grant Program Plan and Resolution 8-13-3 and authorize Mayor to sign
2. Legacy of the Plains/Rural Economic Development Grant Program documents – authorize Mayor to sign:
a. Rural Economic Development Grant Letter of Conditions
b. Rural Economic Development Grant/Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program Agreement
c. United States Department of Agriculture Equal Opportunity Agreement 
d. Assurance Agreement
e. Certificate of Authority
f. Management Representation Letter by Intermediary
g. Management Representation Letter by Ultimate Loan Recipient
h. Agreement for Electronic Transactions
i. Assurance regarding Felony Conviction or Tax Delinquent Status for Corporate Applicants
j. Rural Economic Development Grant/Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program Agreement
k. Supplemental Financing

Mayor Mayo said we will combine items 1 and 2 together.  Councilmember McFarland asked if these are documents we've not signed at this point, Mayor said they are not signed and there's an amendment with them.
Councilmember McFarland moved to approve the amended Legacy of the Plains/Rural Economic Development Grant Program Plan documents and Resolution 8-13-1 and authorize the Mayor to sign said documents.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

3. LB840 Business Retention Project
Councilmember Gibbs moved to table the LB840 Business Retention Project. Seconded by Morrison.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

4.   Individual City Council's Member’s communication with City Attorney.  
Councilmember McFarland said she requested this agenda item.  She said it is in no way intended to be a reprimand.  She thought it was appropriate to have a discussion about this. When we go to the City Attorney there is a charge; we are spending tax payer dollars.  Sometimes there are other possible resources; we have City staff and a City Administrator who is very competent with years of experience.  We can always go to the League of Nebraska.  She feels that anytime there is a request that goes to the City Attorney it needs to originate with the City Administrator just as a courtesy so that he knows what’s going on, and to make the decision as to how it should best be handled.  She does not think Councilmembers need to write it down, but in practice they need to remember to talk to Lane first.

Councilmember Smith said he agrees that it should run through the City Administrator for courtesy so he knows what issues they have.  But he doesn’t think in any way this should limit their access to the City Attorney.   As far as getting ordinance written, he believes Council should have full access to the City Attorney.  Councilmember McFarland said she doesn’t disagree and she’s only requesting that we keep Mr. Danielzuk in the loop.

Mayor Mayo said as elected officials Council does have the responsibility and authority to talk to the City Attorney; he’s appointed and approved by the Council.  But courtesy is well needed to let everybody know that way we don’t have redundant questions that take up time that isn’t necessarily needed with the attorney if it could be handled at the staff level or through the City Administrator.  

5. Remove from Committee any discussion or action items related to Fireworks until (fireworks as a discussion item) is brought back for consideration by a majority vote of the Full Council.

Councilmember Smith moved to remove from Committee any discussion or action items related to fireworks until fireworks as a discussion item is brought back for consideration by a majority vote of the full Council.  Seconded by Councilmember Cowan.  

Discussion:  Councilmember McFarland said we do a lot on the committee level to make recommendations and sometimes they go to Council and sometimes they don’t.  Committees provide a venue for more serious discussion.  A committee cannot make a binding decision.  Councilmember Smith said he's not asking to change the way committees work.  He said this item has been brought through the Public Works and Admin. Committees and we had a special meeting a few years ago to address fireworks and safety.  This Council has spent a lot of time on fireworks; it has been discussed in full.  He doesn't think the City staff or Council need to waste any more time on fireworks issues in Gering.  Councilmember McFarland said her intent would be to have a discussion with that committee and then decide what they want to accomplish and what would be the venue for that.  Councilmember Morrison said we've put everything into it we need to put into it and she thinks we should be done.  Councilmember Christensen said he’s not against fireworks if it’s done right.  He brought it up in the first place to ask people who use fireworks to clean up their mess. He feels it’s reasonable to ask people to clean up and check their neighbor’s to be sure it’s picked up.  We don’t need to change the fireworks rules, we just need to encourage people to clean up after they’re done.    

The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: Gibbs and McFarland.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

6. RFP from qualified urban design firms to develop a downtown revitalization plan regarding the City of Gering’s downtown revitalization Community Development Block Grant

Motion by Councilmember McFarland to approve beginning the RFP process ending in the selection of a highly qualified developer for the downtown revitalization Community Development Block Grant.  Seconded by Councilmember Morrison.  

Discussion:  Rick Willis with TCD said the RFP asks for someone with more than five years experience with urban planning, a timeline, etc.  The budget is $30,000 plus the $7,500 match from the City of Gering.  He said this allows us to apply by March for $350,000 for revitalization.  It will be specific to Gering.  There will be two public meetings during the process.  Mr. Willis said the RFP spells out everything that needs to be done. 

Councilmember McFarland amended the motion that on page 11, item two be changed to:   Proposals will be available for public inspection at the opening.  
The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

7. Monument Pedestrian/Bike Lane Project Reimbursement Agreement No. DTFH68-13-E-00066 – authorize Mayor to sign

Motion by Councilmember Morrison to authorize the Mayor to sign the Monument Pedestrian/Bike Lane Project Reimbursement Agreement No. DTFH68-13-E-00066.  Seconded by Councilmember McFarland.  

Discussion:  Paul Snarr, City Engineer, stated that it runs from U Street and ends up at the Visitor’s Center.  It’s about two miles in length.  It runs along side the right of way on M Street.

The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  



REPORTS OF STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND STANDING COMMITTEES:   
1. Department/Staff Reports
	Sanitation Director Rick Hurt, City Engineer Paul Snarr, Public Works Director Pat Heath 
2. Committee Reports & Council Member Comments
	A.  Recreation, Amusement and Cultural Committee
1. Rental fee for mud volleyball
Councilmember Smith stated that the Recreation Committee had a discussion about renting the mud volleyball pits. It takes 300,000 gallons to fill the pits and there are a lot of issues.  At this time we do not want to get involved in renting it out.  Councilmember Smith added that regarding the proposed new ball fields, City Engineer, Paul Snarr, will put together a cost estimate for softball and baseball fields.  It will be discussed at a Recreation Committee meeting on August 26 at 4:30 p.m. with the full Council. The Council will have a few weeks to look over the Oregon Trail ball field area and consider the new softball fields.  He would like a full Council at the next Rec. meeting on August 26.  The recommendation will be on the September 9 Council agenda.  

3. Administrator’s Report
	City Administrator, Lane Danielzuk discussed:
· Municipal Bonds, CDBG funding at Risk
· National Climate Action Plan
· A recommendation from the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce that the state cut its top rates for individual and corporate income taxes
4. Mayor’s Report
	Mayor Mayo discussed:
· Attendance at a Homeland Security course 

ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Christensen.  Seconded by Councilmember Morrison. There was no discussion.   The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.  

The meeting adjourned at  8:02 p.m.


														
								Edwin Mayo, Mayor

ATTEST:


								
Kathleen J. Welfl, City Clerk


