THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GERING CITY COUNCIL, April 8, 2013

A regular meeting of the Gering City Council of Gering, Nebraska was held in open session on April 8, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Gering City Hall at 1025 P Street, Gering.  Present were Mayor Mayo and Councilmembers Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  Also present were City Administrator Lane Danielzuk, City Clerk Kathy Welfl and City Attorney, Jim Ellison.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Gering Citizen, the designated method of giving notice.  All proceedings hereafter were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public except as otherwise indicated.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Mayo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The Mayor noted that there was a quorum of the Council and City business could be conducted.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Morrison to excuse the absence of Councilmember McFarland at the March 11 and 25, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting. Seconded by Councilmember Shields.  There was no discussion.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

OPEN MEETINGS ACT-NEBRASKA REV. STATUATE CHAPTER 84, ARTICLE 14
Mayor Mayo indicated Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 84, Article 14, requires at least one copy of the Open Meetings Act be posted in the meeting room and he indicated where the Open Meetings Act is posted.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Approve minutes of the March 11 & 25, 2013 Regular Council Meetings
2. Approve Claims 3-21-13 to 4-3-13
3. Addendum Name Change – Golf Course Restaurant	

Mayor Mayo entertained a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Councilmember McFarland made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda. Seconded by Councilmember Morrison. 
Discussion:  Councilmember Christensen asked what the Name Change Addendum was.  City Clerk, Kathy Welfl, responded that when Sal Munoz’s attorney submitted the name that Mr. Munuz chose for the restaurant, it was contested by another business with a similar name.  Mr. Munoz then chose a different name which was accepted. The City Attorney, Jim Ellison, prepared an addendum that was signed and submitted along with the Liquor License application to the State.  The new name is Caddies Bar & Grill, LLC.   
The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS:
AHLERS BAKING $119.98 RETIREMENT PARTY, ALMAR UNIFORMS $2,111.96 UNIFORMS & EQUIP., AMAZON $491.61 BOOKS, ANDREA HUFFAKER $100.00 REFUND – RECEPTION, AQUATERRA $25,111.69 CELL 6, WATER MONITORING, B & C STEEL $140.19 SUPP., BEST WESTERN $283.96 CHRG., BLUFFS SANITARY $94.01 SUPP., BRIDGEPORT TRACTOR $25.00 PARTS, BROWN/NELSON ELECTRIC $60.70 RPR., BUDGET TIRE $94.90 TIRE, C & M AIR COOLED ENGINE $18.98 WATER PIPE SHIPPED, CARD SRVS. $7,786.82 FEBRUARY CARD CHRGS., CENTURY LINK $2,361.88 CHRGS., CHEYENNE AREA CONVENTION $195.00 FIRE CLASS REG., CITY INSURANCE FUND $117,186.99 HEALTH PREM 125, CITY OF GERING $3,357.00 WELLNESS GOLF, CITY OF LINCOLN $9.00 PARKING FEE, CITY PAYROLL TRUST $3,761.21 FSA MEDICAL 125, CLEVELAND GOLF $371.50 SUPP., CONTRACTORS MATERIALS $252.70 SUPP., CORNHUSKER SQUARE GARAGE $13.00 PARKING FEE, COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT $20.00 PARKING FEE, CREDIT MANAGEMENT SRV. $221.99 GARNISHMENT, CULLIGAN $534.75 SALT, CURLEY & ASSOC. $144.00 BOOKS, CURVES $72.76 WELLNESS, D & D COMMUNICATION $50.00 CABLE KIT, D & H ELECTRONICS $38.84 SUPP., DALES TIRE $2,574.37 RPRS., DANA COLE $1,600.0 AUDIT FEE/SRV., DARRELL VANCE $94.00 MEAL ALLOWANCE, DATA TECHNOLOGIES $190.00 MD & A FY 11-12, DHHS $115.00 LAB & TESTING, DITCH WITCH $400.00 RENTAL, DOCU SHRED $11.00 CONTAINER, DOLLAR GENERAL $22.10 RETIREMENT PARTY, DUTTON-LAINSON $315.66 METER, EAGLE GRAPHICS $110.00 ENGRAVING, ED. ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS $548.85 SUPP., ENTENMANN-ROVIN CO. $294.41 BADGES, ENVIRO SERVICES $927.00 LAB, EXPEDIA $113.89 HOTEL, FARWEST $732.28 SHIRTS, FASTENAL $940.69 SUPP. & PARTS, FIRST STATE BANK $338.96 IBEW UNION DUES, FLOYDS SALES $4,840.60 RPRS. & SUPP., FLYING J TRAVEL $70.61 FUEL, FOOTJOY $3,921.27 SHOES, FRANK IMPLEMENT $341.87 SUPP., FREMONT MOTORS $142.46 PART, FRESH FOODS $8.58 RETIREMENT PARTY, GALE $289.97 BOOK, GALLS $246.08 SIREN LIGHT CONTROL, GARETH STEVENS $19.50 VETERINARIAN, GERING CITIZEN $189.30 LEGALS, GERING CONVENTION & VISITOR BUREAU $15,218.75 GERING TOURISM COMM. QUARTL., GERING VALLEY PLUMBING $820.00 RPR., GERING VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. $144.00 REG. FEE, GREATAMERICA LEASING CORP. $52.00 LATE CHR., GREGORY EARL COPAS $2.30 OVERPYMT., HACH CO. $768.50 SUPP., HARRINGTON INDUSTRIAL $43.16 BOOSTER STN., HD SUPPLY $866.04 BOOSTER STN & MAIN RPR., HEALTH $19.97 SUB., HEARST MAGAZINE $18.00 SUB., HEILBRUN $293.39 SUPP. & PARTS, HOLIDAY INN $796.44 CHRG., HONEY WAGON EXPRESS $120.00 CLEAN GREASE TRAP, HORIZON WEST INC. $350.46 SUPP. & PARTS, IRS $114.54 GARNISHMENT 2, ICMA ELECTRONIC RETIREMENT $504.14 ICMA CITY ADMIN., IDEAL LINEN $181.94 SUPP., INGRAM LIBRARY SRV. $1,695.41 BOOKS, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $34,490.71 FED/FICA TAX, JACOBS AUTOGLASS $140.00 LOADER WINDSHIELD INSTALL, JOHN HANCOCK USA $11,818.23 JH RETIRE 1-10%, JOHNSON CASHWAY $324.08 SUPP., KATHLEEN LAUGHLIN$165.00 GARNISHMENT 2, KBKS INVEST, LLC $64.00 GAS, SAM KLASSERT $2,522.49 HOURS WORKED, KOIS BROTHERS $452.57 EQUIP. RPR., KOVARIK ELLISON MATHIS $3,248.61 LEGAL FEES, KRIZ DAVIS $14,082.22 PARTS, LEAGUE ASSOC/RISK MANAGEMENT $235.00 COMM. PROPERTY, LIGHTHOUSE ELECTRIC $1,800.00 REMOVAL & INSTALL, GARY LOOSE $345.00 REMODELING SRV., MADISON NATIONAL LIFE $2,890.27 DISABILITY INS., MARRIOTT CORNHUSKER $277.22 LODGING CHR., MATHESON TRI-GAS $118.13 SUPP., MCDONALDS $31.99 MEETING, MEAT SHOPPE $29,611.78 CONTRACT, SUPP. MEALS, MENARDS $126.74 SUPP., MERRICK & CO. $644.00 BOOSTER STATION, MG TRUST CO. $4,602.94 MG-T FIRE, MIDTOWN ANIMAL HOSPITAL $52.20 VACCINATIONS HEALTH CHECK, MONEY WISE $66.92 SUPP., MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY $367,881.97 ENERGY BILLING DETAIL, MUNICIPAL SUPPLY INC. $2,529.75 SUPP. & RPR., MURPHY TRACTOR $810.45 PARTS, NE CHILD SUPPORT PYMT. $384.16 CHILD SUPPORT 1, NE DEPT. OF REV. (PR) $9,841.65 STATE TAX, NE PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT $1,463.81 UTILITIES, NE SAFETY/FIRE EQUIPMENT $99.96 BATTERY, NE LIBRARY ASSOC. $10.00 REG. FEE, NEBRASKA PGA $50.00 MEETING, NE TRANSPORT CO. $105.86 BOOSTER STATION, NORTWEST PIPE FITTINGS $380.05 BOOSTER STATION, OCLC INC. $70.94 LENDING CR, SUB. MONTH, OFF BROADWAY $497.97 SUPP., OREGON TRAIL PLUMBING $2,416.00 SUPP., PANHANDLE HUMANE SOCIETY $2,777.92 ANIMAL CONTROL & FEES, PAUL REED CONSTRUCTION $208,963.95 CELL B CONSTRUCTION, PENWORTHY CO. $201.63 BOOK, PETRO OF YORK $75.30 FUEL, PING $2,563.53 METAL WOODS, PUTTERS, PIPE WORKS PLUMBING $131.57 SRV. & PARTS, PITNEY BOWES $2,229.98 METER POSTAGE & LEASE CHRG., PLATTE VALLEY HUMAN RESOURCES $50.00 JOB FAIR – HATC, PONY EXPRESS STATION $15.54 FUEL, POPULAR MECHANICS $34.00 SUB., POSTMASTER $1,200.00 MAILING PERMITS, PROFESSIONAL ID CARDS $25.35 ID BADGE SCAN, PSI-DIGITAL IMAGING SOLUTION $417.72 INK/CARTRIGES, READERS DIGEST $10.00 SUB., REGIONAL WEST MEDICAL $13.70 SPONGE GAUZE & TAPE, REMINISCE $14.98 SUB., RESPOND FIRST AID SYSTEMS $179.58 SUPP., RICK HURT $94.00 MEALS, SANDBERG IMPLEMENT $632.20 PARTS & SUPP., SCOTTSBLUFF CO AMBULANCE $316.23 AMBULANCE CONTACT, SCOTTS BLUFF REGISTER OF DEEDS $10.00 CERT OF OWNERSHIP, SCI DISTRIBUTION $3,184.00 SUPP.,SCIENCE NEWS $49.95 SUB., SCOTTSBLUFF-GERING UNITED WAY $24.00 UNITED WAY CONTRIBUTION, SELF $26.72 SUB., SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER $525.00 FINANCIAL SUPPORT, SHERWIN WILLIAMS $7,727.05 PAINT & TAPE, SIMPLY WELL $340.00 APP. SRV FEE,. SLAFTER OIL $$526.57 SUPP., SMITH MANUFACTURING $397.46 GINDER PARTS, SOLOMON CORP. $6,696.34 TRANSFORMER, ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT, SOUTHWESTERN EQUIPMENT CO. $265.68 SWITCHES, SPEED TECH LIGHTS $328.47 LIGHTS FOR TRACTOR, STAPLES CREDIT PLAN $39.86 SUPP.,STAR HERALD $278.00 SUB., SUGAR VALLEY FED. CREDIT UNION $1,718.08 CREDIT UNION, SUGAR VALLEY RALLY $3,000.00 KENO FUNDS, SWIRE COCA-COLA $88.66 POP, SWISHER $152.09 SUPP., SYSCO DENVER $334.56 HANDSOAP, FUEL CHRG. CLIP, TAYLOR MADE GOLF CO. $5,048.20 GOLF SUPP., TERRY CARPENTER INC. $650.00 WATER WELL LAND RENT, TEST AMERICA $2,004.00 WATER TESTING, THE ROCK PILE $3,924.55 SUPP., TITLEIST $9,665.88 GOLF SUPP., TOP TECH OFFICE $92.42 PARTS, TRENCH DRAIN SUPPLY $124.15 BOOSTER STATION UPGRADE, BETH TRUPP $82.50 MILEAGE REIMB., TWIN CITY DEVELOPMENT $12,500.00 3RD QUARTER APRIL DUES, UNITED CHAMBER OF COMMERCE $385.00 MEMBERSHIP, UPPER NIOBRARA WHITE NRD $450.00 PONDEROSA LODGEPOLE GROW BAG, UPS $312.83 SHIPPING CHRG., US AUTO FORCE $29.64 NHS TURF TL, VALLEY BANK – POLICE $300.00 PO UNION DUES, VALLEY BANK & TRUST CO. $5,671.56 HAS CTRB 125, VALOREBOOKS $74.05 HANDBOOK, WALGREENS $24.60 RETIREMENT GIFT, WALMART $548.54 SUPP., WESCO DISTRIBUTION $6,405.81 FUEL, WESSELS CO. $41.93 BOOSTER STATION, WESTERN PATHOLOGY CONSULTANTS $144.20 DRUG SCREENING TESTS, WINCHELL CLEANING SRV. $830.00 SRV., WOMANS DAY $5.00 SUB., WRECKERS ROADHOUSE $40.00 FIREFIGHTER CLASS MEALS, WYOMING GROUNDSKEEPER $450.00 WGGA CONF. REGISTRATION, YMCA $429.84 WELLNESS

PUBLIC HEARING
None.

CURRENT BUSINESS
1. PRT Resolution 4-13-1
Councilmember McFarland made a motion to approve the Gering PRT Resolution 4-13-1 to create a Problem Resolution Team and set forth the objectives of the PRT and authorize the Mayor to appoint a committee. Seconded by Councilmember Morrison.  The Mayor called the vote:  “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

2. Gering Fire Department Length of Service Awards & Resolution 4-13-2
Councilmember Morrison moved to approve the Gering Volunteer Fire Department Length of Service Awards.  Seconded by Councilmember Gibbs.  
Discussion:  Councilmember Cowan declared a perception of a conflict of interest concerning this matter.  
Councilmember Gibbs moved to declare the conflict. Seconded by Councilmember McFarland. The Mayor called the vote: “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Councilmember McFarland said we’re restating exactly what we stated 13 years ago; she asked why.  Fire Chief, Jay Templar, said that in 2000, when it was initiated, it was still legislation being adopted because it was a State run program initially.  Two years into it the State dropped out of that and put it back to just the responsibility of the City.  It was set up on a ten-year vesting period at that time so there was no rush to get anything done; we were still trying to get all the details.  Chief Templar added that since then the IRS rules have changed so we had to redo the plan document to identify the seven years of vesting rather than ten years of vesting.  He said it’s the same plan, same thing we’ve been doing, but this this allows us to have the plan document to go ahead and get a financial agent to be able to submit the dollar amount and turn around and pay those out whenever they’re on claims.  The only change is the period of vesting.

The Mayor stated that we have a motion by Councilmember Morrison and a second by Councilmember Gibbs.  The Mayor called the vote: “AYES”: Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland, Allred, Shields, Morrison.  Abstain: Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

3. Building Permit Resolution
Mayor Mayo stated that he did not see Mr. Terry Jessen in the Council Chambers to comment on this agenda item.  Councilmember McFarland stated that we are a policy-making board; we do not deal in the operation of the day to day activities of the City.  The only reason we would ever have anything regarding a building permit come through to Council is if it requires an exception or if we were planning an area that hadn’t been planned before.  She does not see a reason to discuss this at this point.  She assumes the staff will do what is necessary and required.  If it requires an exception it will go to the Planning Commission and then come forward to Council.  It’s her understanding that the process has not been completed as far as the appropriate paperwork.  Mayor Mayo said it has not gone to the Planning Commission.  He said, to his understanding, the proper documentation has not been submitted.  He has asked staff to look especially close at this because under Title 179 we have a requirement to protect our well head for that well field; this is well within that well head protection area.  He (Mr. Jessen) has not provided any of the information that they’ve been requesting.  Councilmember McFarland asked why would we approve anything within the well head area of any type even if it did have the appropriate drainage put in place.  She suggested to allow staff to continue to deal with this accordingly and if we hit a point where it requires a plat or exception it will come back to us.  Councilmember Christensen said he thinks Mr. Jessen hasn’t provided the City Engineer with the documents that are necessary for the permit and if he doesn’t do it he doesn’t get a permit.  Councilmember McFarland said that she was irritated with the language that the permit was delayed specifically by the City Engineer; she doesn’t like disparaging remarks being made about employees.  

The Mayor entertained a motion to discuss the building permit resolution and proceed further.  He asked again to entertain a motion to discuss the building permit resolution and proceed further.  For lack of a motion and second the resolution died.

REPORTS OF STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AND STANDING COMMITTEES:
1. Department/Staff Reports (Information only)
City Clerk Kathy Welfl, Electric Department Director Ron Doggett, Captain George Holthus of the Police Department, Rick Hurt Sanitation Director, John Mejia Finance Director and Paul Snarr City Engineer, all presented reports to the Council.

2. Committee Reports & Council Member Comments
Councilmember Smith reported that Recreation Committee met tonight.  They talked about the future development of the softball and baseball fields at the sports complex facility.  They came to the conclusion that they need to get all the information together.  He said that City Engineer, Paul Snarr, is going to get all the information together and he’ll create a storm water plan.  They will bring it to the Council so they can decide what they want to do. 

 He said that the committee also talked about the golf cart ordinance for streets that are adjacent and contiguous to the golf course; we’re still having people cross Five Rocks Road illegally.  The committee talked about perhaps making a legal place at the stop light for residents on golf carts to cross, and extend that down Country Club Road and perhaps bring it into the Northfield area so those people can cross Five Rocks Road legally.  Councilmember Morrison asked if we have to deal with the State on that.  Councilmember Smith said that’s not a State-funded highway.  He said he would like to bring it to the Safety Committee.  Councilmember McFarland asked if there’s anything in State Statute that restricts golf cart use on public highways.  Casey Dahlgrin, Street Superintendent, said that’s still a State right-of-way control.  Paul Snarr said that the State does not allow golf carts on highways with more than two lanes.  Councilmember Allred said it’s actually four or more lanes, controlled access highway, and any of those State highways can be crossed perpendicularly at a legal crossing.  Councilmember Smith said their intention is to bring this to Council.  

He said the Recreation Committee also discussed reduced rates and programs at the golf course for Special Olympics, but the City cannot offer special prices for any groups.  But we can set aside certain times; Robert Thomason is going to try to put together a program where they can get reduced rates.  

Councilmember Smith added that the State baseball tournament is coming to Gering at the end of July; Councilmember Shields brought it to the committee that perhaps we should look at that and see what needs to be done to make sure that’s a successful event.

Councilmember Gibbs reported that Public Works will meet again next Monday night.  He said they will continue their discussion on possible things we can do to assist downtown merchants.  

3. Administrator’s Report
City Administrator, Lane Danielzuk, reported on the Marketplace Fairness Act.  This bill was introduced on November 9, 2011, in a previous session of Congress, but was not enacted.  This act gives states the authority to compel online and catalog retailers, no matter where they are located, to collect sales tax at the time of a transaction.  What makes 2013 so promising is that both the House and Senate versions of the legislation, introduced earlier this year, are identical.  To be successful this year, it needs momentum.  Right now, there aren’t any scheduled hearings on the bill.  Many believe that its best chance at becoming law will be hitching a ride on another piece of legislation moving through the legislative process, per an article by Ryan Holeywell.  

Mr. Danielzuk also reported on Muni Bonds and stated that Congressional lawmakers have largely spoken in support of maintaining the tax-exempt status of the municipal bonds that localities and states issue to fund infrastructure projects, per an article by Liz Farmer.  Taxing the interest on Municipal bonds would make it more expensive for governments to borrow money because they would have to offer a higher yield to investors than they do now.  

Mr. Danielzuk also reported on Federal Grants to States and the number of working age Americans that do not have a job.  

4. Mayor’s Report
Mayor Mayor reported that the National Day of Prayer is May 2.  The Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast will be held on May 2 at 6:45 a.m. at the Gering Civic Center.  

The Mayor added that last week he, Mr. Danielzuk, Chief Templar and both Police Captains attended the ICS-EOC Interface Workshop at the Emergency Operations building in Scottsbluff.  He said it was well-attended and it was a good way to see how most of these plans fit and work together on various levels.  He received an update from the Director, Jerry Bretthauer, on NIMS Compliance.  We have one new Council member that has yet to begin and we have two current Councilmembers who have only one more course.  

He also reported on LB 266, the half-cent sales tax that Deb Fisher worked hard for us to get a couple years ago.  Senator Chambers has made it an obligation to get it completely repealed; It has fallen one vote short of getting it out of committee.  They’ve extended the time period to get that one extra vote; as of this point in time it’s not happening.  The Mayor stated that most of the people who support him (Senator Chambers) on that are coming from the Omaha area.  

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development will be out here from April 22-26.  They’ve planned a visit at WNCC; if Council needs information on that he has it.  

Mayor Mayo said that Water Management Reclamation has sent a notice that they are holding a meeting, Thursday, April 11, at the Panhandle Station auditorium to appraise water users and other interested parties about the reservoir storage and water supply conditions and there will be information regarding the snow melt run-off.  

He added that the Sheriff’s office is still looking at the consolidation process and will bring more information to the Council at the next City Council meeting on April 22.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember Christensen made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Councilmember Smith. There was no discussion.  Mayor Mayo called for the vote: “AYES” Smith, Christensen, Gibbs, McFarland Allred, Shields, Morrison and Cowan.  “NAYS”: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.



														
								Edwin Mayo, Mayor




ATTEST:



								
Kathleen J. Welfl, City Clerk


